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I there is any possibility of redress for
their wrongs, that is the point where they
ean be dealt with, If petrol-driven Govern-
ment-owned vehicles are removed from the
scope of the Aect, then the departmentul
vehicles will be able to invade any bus route
and go hither and thither at will. If the
Government vehicles remain under the juris-
diction of the State Transport Co-ordination
Act, then the private owners will have at
least one point of contact for the airing of
their prievances. It seems to me entirely
wrong that the Government should en-
deavour to evade the application of its own
legislation. I bope the House in its wisdom
will rejeet the Bill and so compel the Gov-
ernment to conduct its new mobile form of
transport—that is the rub; it is mueh more
mobile than the trolley bus or the tram ear
—aunder the jurisdiction of its own Aet. 1
intend to vote against the second reading of
the Bill.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, dehate
adjourned.

House adjonurned at 6.8 p.m,

Legislative Hssemblyp.
Thursday, 18th September, 1941,

AGT

Questlons ; State Government In«umnee Omce, Gov-
ernment premlums ... .. 727
Rallways, refreshment rooms ... . 727
Agriculture Muresk Cnllege w727
Annual Estimntes, Com. of Supp! .. T2B
RBilis ;: Soldlers, Sallors and Alrmen s Wills, In. ... 728
Public Trustee, 2R, e 74T
Trofic Act Amendment, Com. 755

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE.

GForernment Preminms.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM asked the Trea-
surer: What amount was paid from revenue

727

and/or loan funds, vespeetively, during
1940-41 by the Government to the State
(iovermmnent Insurance Office as premiums in
respect of (a) staff snlaries; (b) wages; (¢)
fire insurance?

The TREASURER. replied: (a) and (b)
Total £108,995. (c¢) £531. The State Gov-
ernment Tnsurance Office does not keep sepa-
rate figures for loan and vevenue or for
salavies and wages.

QUESTION—RBAILWAYS,

Refreshment Rooms.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways. 1, Is it the intention of the Rail-
way Department to cstablish refreshment
facilities at Koojedda Siding! 2, Tt so, in
view of the fact that there are alveady two
refreshment rooms between Spencer's Brook
and Midland Junetion, what reasons exist
for establishing a third one? 3, If question
XNo. 1 is answered in the affirmative, what is
the estimated cost of erecting the neecessary
buildings, and is the department or the sue-
cosstul tendever to ereet them? 4, In the
latter instance would the tenderer he com-
pensated for such expenditure should he lose
hisx contract by heing outhid when fresh
tendevs are ealled? 5, If tenders were ealled
has anv one heen aeccepted, and for what
amount? 6, Was any guarantee given a
successful tenderer regarding the number
of trains that would stop nt Koojedda?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Refreshment facilities for troop
{rains only have been available at Koojedda
sinee the Rlst Avgust. 2, To avoid the
stopping of treop trains at the refreshment
rooms referred to. 3, The cost of any
building which the lessee may eonsider
necessary is borne by him. 4, No. 5, Yes,
for £156 per annum. 6, No,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE.
Muresk College.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: In view of the facts that (a)
the paddock on the south side of the road
leading from the railway siding to Muresk
Agricultural College is so overgrown with
weeds, particulariy wild radish, as to make
it almost impossible to harvest the crop. and
(h) the paddockK epposite and on the nerth
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side of the same road is s0 overgrown with
Cape weed as to make it almost impossible
to see that the paddock has been fallowed,
will he state—1, whether the work done In
those paddocks this year was earried out for
the purpose of illustrating to the students
the way farm work should not be done, or
2, whether it was merely the result of bad
work ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, Muresk Agricultural
College farm is not singular in having arcas
inacessible to implements and teams by rea.
son of topographical featnres and weather
cirenmstanees.  The hest use possible is
beinz made of the paddoeks referred to and
the crops therein.

BILL—SOLDIERS, SAILORS AND
AIRMEN’S WILLS.

Introduced by Mr. MeDonald and read o
first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42,
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resnmed from the 16th September
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates, Mr. Marshall in
the hair,

Vote—Tegislative Council, £1710:

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.36]:
When the Treasurer intvoduced his Budget
last year we were unaware of what the
future held in store for us. Since then many
things have happencd, but today, I regret
to say, the future i3 just as doubtful as it
was then and it is very difficult to appreciate
what might yet happen. 8till, we are all
hoping that we shall not have to wait much
longer hefore we see the prospect of peaee
ahead of us. Although we in Anstralia are
far removed from the scene of the actumd
fighting, n good deal of anxiety is experi-
enced by our people on aceount of the
response that has heen made by our young
men and women who have gone oversea on
out hehalf, War dislocates business «on-
siderably., People who are engaged in busi-
ness experience great diffieulty beeause of
the fact that so many men have enlisted for
active serviee, Parents, too, foel unsettled
for the same reason. The people engaged
in seeondary indusiries in this State have a
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local market for the goods they produce, and
therefore their position is not as bad as tha{
of the primary producers. These are the
ones who are suffering and feeling the
effeets far more than is anyone else.

Luckily for us, pastoralists and agrieul-
turists are this vear experiencing a very good
season, and cvervone hopes that it will he
the forerunner of many more that will enable
seme of the leeway incurred in recent years
to be made up. A few dry seasons are a
serious sethack to those industsies and the
whole of the people more or less suffer in
consequence. When conditions are prosperous
evervhody derives a benefit, and the com-
munity is more or less happy. We in Aus-
tralia have a fixed price for woal—fixed
anyhow till the termination of the war and
12 months thereafter—but the trouble is
that when the price was fixed costs were not
nearly so high as they are today. On the
price nt which the wool has been sold, it may
be that the growers will find in the near
future that it will not cover the cost of pro-
duction. By no stretech of imagination can
the price to the growers he said to be a good
one, hut it is a reasonable price eonsidering
nll the circumstances. Many pastoralists
and farmers think that the price should be
mneh higher. So do all of us. After all,
we are engaged in a war and must make
some contribution.

The great advantage of an assured price
is that one can bhudget for the future; hut
when there is a fluctuating market it is ex-
ceedingly difficult to hudget with any degrec
of aceuracy. In addition, the farmer has
fo face the elements from time to time and
that inereases the diffieulty. The wheat-
grower is not in suck n bhad position, hecause
this year he will receive a fixed price {or his
wheat and will be fairly well off. Whether
that fixed price will be continued depends
upon the Commonweslth Government. I am
not aware whether anything has been done
townrds determining the price of wheat alier
this year. Ii must also be borne in mind
that the fixed price is for a limited erop
only, so whether the State will derive any
henefit from the fixed price is hard to say.
The prospeets in South Australia are rather
good; in Victoria they are reasonable, whil»
in New South Wales they are medium, al-
though recently that State has had more
rain,

The Minister for
rains may cause rust.

Lands: These heavy
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Not at the present
time. I have no fear of that.

The Minister for Lands: Very heavy rain
kas fallen in the country teday.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: I have not had
{hat information until now. T am not con-
cerned about the present rainfall, because
the soil is exccedingly dry. Rust is to be
feaved in muggy weather with heavy rain
just when the seed is forming.

The problem facing us today is not the
production of lambs or of butter or cggs.
The marketing of these prodvets is the proh-
lem. Unfortunately, refrigerated space in
ships is very searee and there is some douht
whether we will be able to export our perish-
ables this vear. Dairy farmers have been
azked to devote their attention to cheese pro-
duetion, as cheese can be shipped through
the tropies without refrigeration, It will
serve s A useful food for the troops; it is
ca<ily packed and can be distributed without
much waste, It is for that reason that dairy
farmers have heen asked to turn their atten-
fion to the production of cheese instead of
butter. This year we are sure to have a large
number of fat lambs. The lamhing season
generally has heen extremely good. I am
not talking about the pastoral areas, al-
though an improvement has taken place
there. These remarks apply also to pork.
T hope that what Australia might term the
North-Western position will ease, as there
may be a considerable market for us there
that is not available today. We must not
sit idly by and allow things to drift as they
have been. We must try to assist the people
ergaged in our industries. T am afraid we
have not done enough for them. From a
statement made by the Treasurer when intro-
ducing the Estimates I hope to hear a glow-
ing story from the Minister for Industrial
Development.

The Premier: Enecuraging!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: At present thera
is very little to enconrage anyone engaged iu:
industry ir: this State. Aside from money
expended by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment—and that is for the destruction of
life—our secondary industries are but little
developed.  We are fortunate in that the
Commonwealth Government is expending
large sums of money in this State, beeanse
we are asbont to enter upon a meehanieal
age and therefore we shall probably be in
& position to provide employment for many
of our young people. Our main object

should be to ensure that the industries estab-
lished here in wartime are turned to profit-
able use when the war is over, so that those
engaged in them today will have employmont
in the future. We de not want the unhappy
gpectacle of large numbers of people ont of
cmployment. e hear some growling, but
nevertheless we are enjoving a fair amount
of prosperity today. That has been brought
about hy the war. The Premier mentioned
that the Commonwealth Government pro-
posed to spend £3,000,000 on war eontracts
in this State, and the cirenlation of that
large somn will add to the limited prosperity
we are experiencing.

The Premicer: Some of those contracts
have not been let.

Hon, C. G LATHAM: A fair amonnt of
huilding is in progress here for the Common-
wenlth Government, There is a shorvtage of
lahour, although I do not so much object to
that so long as we c¢an keep the want sup-
plied. That is about all we can expect. We do
not desire to have a rush of building work
followed by o long idle period in the trade.
Althongh our present prosperity may be
largely artificial, the State Treasury ought
to henefit and does benefit.

The Premier: That is why we have a sur-
plus.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, Our railway
earnings are up and so is our revenue from
taxation, more particularly sinee ineome tax-
ation has been collected at the source. It is
on that account that I am disturbed beeause
the Premier is budgeting for a defieit this
vear. I cannot understand why the Govern-
ment should do so.

The Premier: You told us the story your-
self.  Production costs are inrreasing all
round.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am taking all
that into consideration, but the Government
is obtaining relief in other directions. Ex-
penditure is being met today by money cir-
culated by the Commonwealth Government
and from other sources. I therefore cannot
understand why the Premier informed the
Committee that he had a certain sum of
money set aside by the Loan Couneil to
meet a defieit of £250,000.

The Premier: £200,0001

Hon. C. G, LATHAM:
cation for it?

The Premier: We could inerease taxation.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: There is no need
to do that. I want to see a reduetion in

Ts there justili-
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taxation. We have to bear in mind that the
people from whom the State Treasurer is
collecting taxes are also paying taxes to the
Commeonwealth Government. They ave being
taxed to meet the war effort. It is difficult
to know how we shall find sufficient money
for the purpose. Evidently money is not
going to win this war; it will be won by
men and equipment. War is a wasting busi-
ness, and we ought to meet the expenditure
on it as much as possible at the time when
the expenditure takes place. Consequently,
we are justified in imposing high taxation
and borrowing as much money as possible.
I notice the Federal Treasurer now pro-
poses to use bank credits; whatever he may
mean by that I am not in a position to say.
The member for Murchison is not in his
seat, otherwise I presume he counld tell me
what bank eredits are, The trouble is that
there are so many different ideas about bank
eredits; but if the term means that the Com-
monwealth Bank will lend the people’s
money without interest, it does not mean
that we shall be able to pay interest on the
money taken from the people. I do not know
how long that will last.

My, Hughes: Tt will not last two days.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt would be very
interesting if they withdrew all the money.

Mr. Hughes: It would be a marvellous
economic experiment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : We saw what hap-
pened, in a small way, with the State Sav-
ings Bank in 1932. The Government has
been relieved, in the last two years, of the
very high number of unemployed for whom
it had to provide. Unfortunately, this ad-
ditional money is going into defence work.
There are not so many of these men here
now. Some are being absorbed in indnstry
and some are enlisting, and as a consequence
there is not the claim on the Government
there was a year or two ago. There will be
an increase in the basic wage; there has al-
ready been one. The pay roll tax also re-
presents a considerable increase fo be met
by the Government. One lucky tning is
that the money is circulating here again.
That is the only advantage. It is paid to
the people who immediately set it cirenlating
again so that the Government gets some
benefit. It amounts to no less than half =
million.

The Premier: Not from the pay roll tax.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, but from in-
croases in the basie wage, and other things
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simultaneous with it, and the reclassification
of teachers’ salaries. There will be a rise
in that direction hecause of the basic wage.
I suppose that this time teachers will ask
to be given the basie wage increase, the same
as the rest of the civil service. They are en-
titled to ask for it too. That half miilion
ought to assist in increased earnings by
Government utilities and State trading con-
cerns. When the Treasurer was speaking I
promised to show him where he could make
up & good deal of this money, and at a later
stage I propose to set out some means by
which he ean get additionsal revenue without
additional expenditare.

The Premier: Give us the glad tidings.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, o speech is
always finished up well by giving a hit of
cheer to the memhers who are good enough
to listen.

Mr, Warnér: Roll them up with a bit of
finance.

Hon, C. G. LATIHAM: The State Govern-
ment eannot ¢lmim very wmuch eredit for
whatever prosperity exists in this State, be-
caunse it is money cireulated principally from
the Commonwenlth Government,

The Premier: Try to be generous!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is the duty of
the State Treasurer and everyone else to
reduce expenditure as mnch as possible, and
the Treasurer has told us that he has
attempted to do that in order to make pro-
vision for the Federal Treasurer to get as
muech as possible to moeet the war eommit-
ments when they oeenr. We have a respon-
sibility, as well as the Federal Government,
to do all we can to see that our dcfences
ave put in as good order as possible. We
have to equip our men, and while we may
not have to find the money directly we have
to do our very hest to see that whatever we
are enlled upon te do in that direction we
do. A very large number of men have
joined the eolours for the purpose of defend-
ing this country, and a great number have
gone oversra. Every member of this House
will acknowledge, with a great deal of ap-
preciation, the work done by the lads who
went oversea, and saw aetive serviee in
Greece, Crete and on the Mediterranean
coast. They built up a wonderful reputa-
tion for themselves and for Australia as well.
We are very grateful to acknowledge it.

The Estimates obviously differ very little
from those of previous years. It is the same
old story—we authorise the expenditure of



[18 SEPTEMBER, 1941.]

money and other people spend it. Most of
it is spent without any authorisation from
us. A great deal is spent under special Aets
of DParliament, and Arbitration Court
awards; Public Service Commissioners and
others of that type spend the halanec. I
congratulate the Treasurer on finding a
surplus for the first time in five years. Al-
though it is only a small amount, it reflects
a great deal of eare in the exercise of ex-
penditure, At the same time we know that
the revenue exceeded considerably the amount
estimated, but usnally with a rising revenue
there is n tendency by departmental officers
to exeeed their votes. It is one of the diffi-
enlties that a Treasorer has from time to
time to write “No" across a minute submitted
to him asking him to excesa the vote passed
by this House.

We collected last vear a sum of over
£3,000,000 in taxation. It is a terrific
amount of money considering our population
of 469,000, Besides that a very substantial
amount has to be found for the Federal
authorities. The revenme received by
the Treasurer works out ot £24/10/ a
hend for cvery man, woman, and child
of the population. There are serviees
rendered, such as transport and that sort of
thing, which are provided by it, but it is
a very substantial amount. It alse includes
quite a number of other concerns besides
these utilities—water supplies, sewerage and
that sort of thing.

If we have high taxes we ought to remem-
ber that we will not encourage people to
come here to invest their money in industry.
High taxation is what frightens them most
of all. I am anxious, as is everyone else,
to encourage new ventures and assist indns-
tries that have been started by the expendi-
ture of Commonwealth money, and if we ean
do that we might establish something for
the post-war period.

Mr. J. Hegney: That has been the cry of
the Commonwealth as a whole in recent
years.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. If we make
this State attraetive enough we ought to
get people here with money to engage in in-
dostry. No State effers better opportunities!
A terriffic amount of raw material is here,
and looking back over the years we see that
very substantial industries have started here
and remained, and, I think, are fairly pros-
perous. One is the condensed milk factory
which has a good market oversea. Others
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include the cheese factories which have
started, and are not yet able completely
to supply our own requirements, I am
hoping encouragement will be given to them
fo increase their output because there is
also a market oversea for them. In addition,
conercte pipes are made here, That eoncern
seemns to be doing all right. Hardy's works
at Rivervale seem to be doing exeeedingly
well, Most of the money, I realise, has heen
spent as the result of Commonwealth funds
that were made available. However, the in-
dostries that I have mentioned are progress-
ing very favourably and they have come
to stay.

The outstanding faet is, however, that
industries in this State have to face the com-
petition of thosr operating in the Eastern
States, where the taxation is lower and labour
conditious better from the standpoint of
the employer. I fecl impelled to point out
what T believe to be a mistake in connection
with our operations here; it is that in the
Eastern States manufacturers are allowed
to employ juniors in many industries. That
practice is not permitted in Western Aus-
talin. Whether or not that course is advis-
able is a topic we often discuss, but T shall
not deal with it at this stage. The fact re-
mains that sueh employment affords young
people a chanee in life, and at the same time
makes available additionul work for other
people. I shall not zo mto the reasons for
the closing down of a firm at Bassendean
a Little while ago, but if the statement made
at the time was true, that the firm could
transfer its undertaking to Vietoria, manu-
facture its goods there and ship them back
to this State for sale at a cheaper rate
than was possible to charge for the goods if
manufactured here, there is something radi-
eally wrong somewhere. In this State indus-
trial conditions arve governed by Avhitration
Court awards. Australia—TI refor to the
Commeonwealth as a whole and not to West-
ern Australin alone—boasts of the slandard
of living enjoyed by the people. That is
all right, hut at the same time we in this
State should aseertain if much cannot he
done to make Western Austrahia more attrace-
tive to people and so enconrage them to
remain here.

One has but to travel throughout the
State to realise what advantages we have at
our disposal. A little while ago when T
was at Coolgardie I was surprised to note
the extent of mineral wealth in that distriet.
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As a matter of fact, we know very little
about our own country. I was struck by the
vast quantity of felspar that is being mined
in the Coolgardie district and shipped away
from the State. The same applies to mica,
of which we have large quantities. The Min-
ister for Mines knows all about these mat-
ters; but many people, even members of
this House, have little acquaintance with
the mineral wealth we possess, that should
he profitably  used. There must he a
market for ouy mineral wealth, and we
should take steps to find out where that
wenlth ean be disposed of. We should be
able to compete in the markets of the world,
given reasonahle conditions. With that cnd
in view, I trust we shall elosely serutinise the
operations under our arbitration laws and
umider the Workers' Compensation Aet. In
suggesting that course T have no desire
whatever to do sn injustiee to the worker.
The hetter we look after the worker the more
contented he will be, and only if he is con-
tonted shall we secure the best vesultts from
his labowr. The Premier, in his capaeity
as Treasurer, ean assist towards the objective
[ have pointed to by reducing taxation to
the lowest possible point.

Karlier in my remarks I congratulated the
Premier on the surplus he was able to record
at the end of the last financial year. The
Premier remarked that since 1912 only
Lalour Governments had heen able to reeord
surpluses. 1 agree with the Premier in his
statement, but T point out that during the
Jast 30 vears Labour has been in oflice for
20 years. Let me indicate to the Committee
what has actually happened in the past. A
perusal of the fignres embodied in the statis-
ties, supplied by the Premier when he pre-
sented the Budget, will disclose the fact that
whenever  the  National-Country  Party
assumed the reins of office it was generally
when deficits were commencing to he dis-
closed. Tmmediately the finances were under
control the National-Country Party Admin-
istration would be turned out of office, and
then there would be surpluses for a few
vears. Then aguin deficits would he built
up, and so the procedure would be repeated.
On this occasion, while I congratunlate the
Premier on his financial achievement for
last year, it means that he is going to give
us an opportunity to take over the financial
control of the State with a balanced Budget.

The Premier: Do not make too sure of
that!
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Hon, C. G. LATHAM: There is only one
thing of which I am not eertain, but I know
it will happen: “Coming cvents east their
shadows hefore.”

Mr, Withers: But there will be snbstance
next time!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We had some of
the substance quite recently.

The Minister for Mines: Then you must be
looking forward to quite a number of Inde-
pendents in this House.

Hon. {, G. LATHAM: You, Mr. Chair-
man, must have ohserved that all the Inde-
pendents sit on the Oppesition side of the
House.

The Premier: As usual,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: A perusal of divi-
sion lists will diselose that we have fairly
wood supporiers in the Independents now
holding seats in the House.

Mr. Withers: First you tried to woo them.
and now vou ave putting them on the bottle!

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: 1 do not know
whether the record of increased revenue will
persist to the extent that the Premier has
benefited during the past few years. 1 say
that because he previously collested the finan-
cial emergeney tax at the souwrce, and then
increased taxafion tremendonsly by adding
the finaneial emergeney tax to the ineome
tax. Subscquently he imposed that tax again
on {nxpayers whe had alveady paid the im-
post at the source. The Premier will pro-
bably snv that that i not so, hat it is so.
People recetving salaries and wages paid at
the souree and then they were enlled upon
to pay another increased tax on the same
amount by way of income tax. They were
hit very hadly, I do not know if that prac-
tice is to continue.

The Premier: No one has heen hit very
hadly in that way.

Hon. . G. LATHAM:
Premicr what has happened.

The Premier: Not by paying the tax twice
over.

Hon, C. . LATHAM: They have not
patd the tax twice over, but have paid tax
twice on the same income,

The Premier: That is different; you re-
ferred to double taxation,

Hon. (. G, LATHAM: At any rate, these
people paid financial emergeney tax and
then the other tases, and they will remem-
ber their experience for a long time to
come. I am fully aware that Governments
are frequently shown by their advisers how

I can tell the
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they can secure additional revenue. On this
oceasion the present Government’s advisers
disclosed how additional revenue could be
obtained—not by inereasing the tax but by
increasing fand values. The effect of that
was to secare more land tax because of the
increased land values. That meant, too,
increased water rates and sewersge rates.
The Minister for Works may well look up
in surprise, but he knows that is a faet
I admit that the water supply service is
well covered by the rate paid, provided the
people use the supply to the fullest extent,
seeing that for all water used over and
above the full quantity allowed excess
charges have to be paid. The drainage rate
has also been in¢reased because of the aug-
mented land values. All these avenues tend
to inerpase the revenue of the State, I do
not know whether the Treasurer is aware
of that fact.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I thought he
would be.

The Premicr: But it does not affect the
position so very much.

Hon. C. (i. LATHAM: I want to put =
¢uestion to the Premier: Is it a fact that
owing to the hoge revenue received last
vear, the Taxation Department held over a
number of assessments until July?

The Premier: I do not know.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have been told
it was s0.

The Premier: It was not done under my
instructions.

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: T did not suggest
that it was, but T have been told that suob-
stantial amounts of taxation were not col-
lected until after June, whercas they conld
have heen proeured in June. Perhaps the
Minister for Lands would know that.

The Premier: T do not think so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : The Minister was
Aeting Treasurer for n while.

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I know what hap-
pens at such times, but the departmental
officers would not get up to any tricks when
the head oflicials were away from the State.

The Premier: They do not get up to
tricks?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T will have some-
thing to say about the seniar officials of the
Treasury. I am sorry they are not in the
#allery now as they were the other evening.

The Minister for Mines: They may have
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been misled by the notice paper into think-
ing the debate would come on later.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If they do not
want to show too mueh revenue in one
financial year they earry some into the next
Year.

The Premier: We have not been in that
position. )

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have been in-
formed that 4hat has been done, The
Premier told the Committee that under the
system adopted he had brought in a great
many more taxpayers, because the moncy
was collected at the source. I do not know
why that should be so because the financial
cmergency t{ax was collected at the source.
However, there should be some means of
ascertaining the position. [Under the sys-
tem that has been adopted too much taxa-
tion has been deduected, and people have
been entitled to refunds. Many in that
position have applied for vefunds. That
has enabled the deparitment to say to some.
“You have not put in returns for assess.
ment purposes, and so yon eanmot securc
a refund.” By such means the department
will be ahle to eontact those who have heen
neglectful in the past, and will be able to
trace back their incomes over the years and
collect back taxation. But that will not
reeur in such instances.

The Premier: We know that such peopls
will continue as taxpayers in the future.

on. . G. LATHAM: That is s0. The
man who desires to evade the payment of
taxation is not as a rule quite so clever as
is the tax collector. However, I do not anti-
cipate that there will he very muech revenue
from this partienlar phase of collection in
future years but, on the other hand, I think
that the revenue will be in excess of the
amount inclnded in the Estimates.

Departmental revenue is always governed
by the snccess or failure of industry in gen-
erzl.  Last year the goldmining industry
produced over £12,000,000 worth of gold.
That is a very substantial volume of wealth,
involving the eirenlation of much money and
providing indivect revenue in the form of
ruilway freight, water charges, gold profit
tux, and so on. Wheat, although difficult to
market, was worth over £4,000,000. Al
though that result was not as substantial as
in years gone by it represents a large sum
as a contribution to the Treasury. Then
again, last season’s wool elip was worth
£3,865,000. Therefore when we consider the
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three items I have enumerated—gold, wheat
and wool--members will realise what a vast
amount they added to the national income,
and they will appreciate that npon that fond
every citizen draws, more or less. The na-
tional income of the State amounted last
year to abont £53,500,000 net, which, eon-
sidering our small population, diffieulties of
marketing and the dvy seasons experienced
by those cngaged in vural industries, muat
be regarded as highly gratifying. In my
view Western Australia did exceedingly well
lnst year. On top of the national income I
have mentioned, we have an additional
£3.500,000 which will be distributed as a re-
sult of the contracts let in this State by the
Federal Government, together with the
money ecirculated hecanse of the presence of
the personnel of the Defenee Forees.

I want to say something about the Pre-
micr's misjudging the amount of vevenue to
he enllected last vear, and to demonstrate to
him that he was wrong, and Parliament
right. Not very often is the Premier dis-
posed to agree that Parliament was right
and that he was wrong, hut in this instance
he has proved it so. The Premier asked
Parliament to agree to £75,000 being paid
into Consolidated Revenue from the traffie
fees. Parliament retorted that the Premier
did not require it.

The Premier: Did I not?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, hecause the
Premier has shown that he already had a
surplus of £11,111 and had Parliament
agreed to £75,000 bheing taken from traflic
fees and paid into Consolidated Revenue, the
surplus would mevely have been increased
correspondingly. That would have becn done
at the expense of the loeal authorities who
would have been deprived of £75,000. Under
the prevailing system that money is spent
among the local authorities throughout the
State, particularly in the outer areas. I be-
came a little suspicions the other evening
when he told us there was a sum of money
aceumulated in the Main Roads Trust Ae-
connt.

The Premier; Not very mueh accumulated.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : There was enough
to allow of a little steal from the Iocal
authorities. I am afraid, therefore, that per-
haj:s the money was not spent as it might
have been.

The Premier: Men instead of doing road
Jobs were employed on other work.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I hope the Premier
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will admit thai we knew he had enough
money without taking those funds. Now I
want to deal with the tralfic fees, of which
we are told not one penny goes into revenue.
The Treasurer when introducing his Budget
made that statement. Tuorning to the report
of the Public Works Department for the
year 1939-40, which hag just been presented
to the Chamber, we find that the Metropoli-
tan Traffic Fees Fund amounted te £207,5535,
from which £23,205 was paid to the Com-
missioner of Police. The Commissioner of
Police does not handle that money; it goes
straight into the Treasury. And at the
Treasary it is not paid into a trust account,
but into Consolidated Revenne. Perhaps the
Minister for Works, when dealing with his
Estimates, will tell us what is the basiy of
charges for these collections of traffic fees.
To me it seems jusi a case of “Put in your
band and take what you want.”

The Minister for Works: You are refer-
ring to the 10 per cent. for the cost of col-
leetion?

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: No. I do noli
know what the Minister means hy that 10
per eent. The Act provides that fees shall
be chargeable with costs of collection as eer-
tified by the Minister, T do not know, and
I firmly believe neither does anyone elge,
how the amount is made up. I cannot be-
lieve for a momrent that the additional cost
to the Police Department of collecting the
fees amounts to either £23,205 for the past
financial year, or to £22,691 for the year
1938-39. Those amounts ave far in execess
of the actnal expenditure.

The Minister for Works: How do you
arrive at that eonclusion?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I have not had a
chance to find out the actual cost. I have
found out, however, that the ecollection of
fees here represents about a month’s work
at the present time. There is a eertain
amount of printing to be done, and I pre-
sume also that a certain amount of policing
is needed to ensure that a license is taken
out for every vehicle. But those things are
merely eomplementary {o the work done on
the intersections.

The Minister for Works: You think the
money falls into the Police Department's
lap, do you?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No. And then
there are fines. If one drives down the
street in an unlicensed vehicle one is sure
to be canght and fined. Nowadays, of course,
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one cnnnot obtain any petrol without a
vehicle license; and so the work of the police
is less this year. No checking-up is required
now, because there is no chence of getting
a petrol allowanee unless one has a license
for a vehicle. If one drove without a license
one would, as I have said, certainly be
caught and certainly be fined. Surely it is
only reasonahle to set off the costs of the
ease against the fine, I have never objeeted
to the charge for collection, but when the
Treasurer tells the Committee that none of
the amount is paid into Consolidated Rev-
enue I want to show him that the contrary
is the cage.

The Premier: Very little!

Hon. C. G, LATHAM : Some £23,000 last
year.

The Premier: That is not mueh. It only
pays for the services rendered.

Ifon. C. G. LATHAM: Why, it nearly
pays for the whole of the Police Force!

The Premier: Oh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Taking into
account starting price fines, very little money
has to he found for the Police Department
from other sources.

The Premier: Just £150,000!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Let the Premier
add up these amounts and see.

AMr. Doney: What is the percentage of
collection ¥

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : There is no definite
pereentage at all. It is just a sort of guess-
work.

The Premier: The Police Department costs
over £300,000 annually.

The Minister for Works: The Police De-
partment works very hard for its 10 per
ceut.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I shall ask the
Auditor General to enlighten the Committee
on this matter, He should know something
about the method by which the charges ave
made up, and he is a parliamentary official.
I know the Minister has to certify that
the cost of collection is correctly put for-
ward.

The Minister for Works: It is made up
by competent officials.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Minister has
not persuaded me that it is right to take
the money even now. T would have liked
the Treasury officials to he present while I
say that they, like the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, used to be more or less revenue col-
lectors, and that they have always been highly
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envious of our local authorities reeeiving all
that money while the Eastern States pooled
their funds. Many years before the present
Treasurer's term of office the Treasury offi-
cials disliked the idea of fees wvery easily
colleeted going into the hands of the loeal
suthorities, whereas the officials themselves
could have the amount for distribution. At
any rate, my advice to the local authorities
is to make sure now and at all times that
that money does not reach any Treasurer or
Treasury official. The loeal authorities
should zealously wateh their interests in that
respect.

From this morning’s newspaper it almost
appears that the Grants Commissioners anti-
cipated that the Leader of the QOpposition in
Woestern Australia was about to make a
speech today, and were desireus of antieipat-
ing him. Those Commissioners have ear-
ried out the threat of which mention was
made by the Treasnrer the other evening, to
reduce the amount of Western Australia’s
grant, This is the cighth report of the Com-
mission, and they have just found out the
position with regard to traffic fees. They
should be told that over £23,000 is paid
into Western Auwstralia’s Consolidated Re-
venue from these fees. In the early vears
of their public career the Commissioners
stated that Western Australia and Vietoria
were very low-taxed States, and that they
ought to increase their taxation, as other-
wise it could not be expeeted that the other
States would help them, Aecordingly the
Commissioners imposed on Western Aus-
tralin a penalty of £400,000. At that time
we imposed a tax which brought in a little
more than £400,000 annually. Now it has
reached the stage of yielding £1,200,000. But
the Commissioners have found something
else. Although I have tried to do so I can-
not persuade the Government that the Grants
Commission’s ides was that, when Western
Australia produced a surplus, ‘this State
should be fined an additional amount, In
those circumstances the Commissioners
would say o us, “We have got you where
we want you; you are balancing the bud-
get.”

The Premier: But the Commissioners are
always a year or two behind with their
comments,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: A yesr bchind!
I admit that I am referring to the 1939-40
figures. We have never asked for anything
more than assistance to halance our bhudget.
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In my opinion that aspeet has more to do
with the question than have the traffic fees.
It has to be remembered that the traflic fees
are paid to a semi-governmehtal body, a body
with powers delegated from this Government
and having to earry out works. If that body
is deprived of its revenue it must be sup-
plied with funds from some other source.
t comes to the same thing whether we tax
it or the Federal Government does. I liken
the attempt to deprive the loeal authorities
of their revenue to an attempt by the Fed-
eral people to take from us revenue which
we had received for vears. The reason given
by the Grants Commissioners does not ap-
peal to me as highly forcible, and I should
feel inelined to tell them pretty quickly that
if such is the quality of their reasoning the
quality is extremely weak.
Mr. Tonkin; Tell them!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I willl I would
say to them that last year we paid inte
Consolidated Revenue more than £23,000
from this very fund of traffic fees. I ean
imagine the c¢alm and meekness with which
we would submit to the Federal Treasurer
usurping some of the rights of this State!

There has been a custom for many years
to purchaze from loan funds and, when a
re-sale of such a purchase is effeeted, to pay
the proceeds into revenue. For quite a long
time this State used to take money out of
loan funds and re-advance it at the end of
the Estimates, out of the Sale of Govern-
ment Property Fund, Such property was,
of eourse, usually property porechared from
loan funds. When the property was sold
the procceds were paid into the Treasury.
T have known repurchased estates needing
to be dealt with by the Treasurer when he
had the debentures falling due, and no
special sinking fund was provided, except
the nsnal sinking fund provided for all
loans,

The Premier:  The rents from repur-
chased estates did not go inte a trust fund,
as they ought to have done.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Sinking fund was
provided for them in the ordinary way, but
T agree that that is not enough. T have
known Government properties to be sold
for cash—properties originally forming por-
tions of a repurchased estate—and the pro-
ceeds to go into Consolidated Revenue. That
principle is entively wrong. The money
ought to have been paid into a trust account.
Unquestionably the Treasury officials should
see that in future that course is followed.
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The Premier: In that connection I have
heen paying £30,000 annually for a long
time,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But why not do
the thing properly?

The Premier; Every amount of money
derived from repurchased estates goes into
a trust account.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:  Take railway
rails: They get worn and used, and then
are taken out and sold and the proceeds
are paid into Consolidated Revenue. They
have some value, and loan funds ought to
be recouped the amonnt of that value.

The Premier: That money is spent in
effecting betterment year by year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I want to say a
few words ahout our industries. Time nfter
time we have discussed the perilous nosition
of the agricultural industry and I hope some-
thing will eventuate, that we shall be able £2
devise o policy for the future. At present
there is no policy. The farmer does not
know where he stands today. He has no idea
what the future will bring, He has received
help from the Federal Government, and a
word or two of encouragement from the
State Government which has also rendered
him some slight assistance from time to time,
but not sufficient for him to be assured of a
seenre future. We must do something.
Every other country in the world situated
ag ix Australin, remote from the scene of
war, is preparing to avail itself of the mar-
kets that will be open to it when the war is
over. DPeople oversea will have to be fed
and elothed. They are not sufficiently fed
and clothed today. That much is certain.
Their needs will increase and we should take
every opportunity to build up industry so
that we can step in immediately the war is
over and send goods to them. A country’s
sreatest prosperity is generally in the period
following a war, though unfortunately that
prosperous period is usually suceceded hy
a time of depression. If the new order
works ont as many of us desire, depression
will he obviated, In the meantime we must
keep pace with other parts of Australia
which are doing a great deal to build up
primary and secondary industries. We must
do likewise. New Zealand is doing every-
thing it ean to assist the primary produeer,
and industry is heing built up in & manner
that will enable the Dominion to take ad-
vantage of the markets offering when the
war ends.
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Mr. Triat: And New Zealand has a

Labour Government!

Hon. €. (. LATHAM: 1 suppose the
Minister for Lands is aware that a tremen-
dous number of people are leaving the iand
and ecoming to the eity looking for positions
associated with munitions manufacture or
secking service in the militia and elsewhere.
They are entering walks of life into which
they =hould not be going. They shounld stay
on their farms produeing goods. We do
not know how long the wav will last. At
any time there may bhe a sudden cessation
of hostilities, but we are not preparved for
eventualities of that sort. As in the past, T
offer the Premicr the services of anvone on
this xide of the House to assist him to do
something to put industry on a sound foot-
ing, enabling us to keep people on the land
and to open up avenues of emplovment for
men whe will return from the war and who
should have an opportunity to obtain rea-
sonably deeent wages.

Reference by the Premier to the increased
expenditure necessitated by the pay-roll tax
leads me to express my pleasure that some
acknowledgement has been made of the
value of a man with a family, and that some
provision is heing made for those with more
than two children. A very serions side of
the economie life of this eountry is the slow
way in which our population is being luilt
up. Taxation has increased, hat the popu
lation has net proportionately inereased.
For a long time the fization of the basic wage
has been made on the basis of the needs of
a man with a wife and two childeen, and a
family consisting of a man and his wife
and six childven has had more or less to
starve, I the figure fixed has been deemed
sufficient to enable a man, his wife and two
children te live in some sort of deeency, in
what condition is it expected that a family
containing an additional four children
shoull live? Now, however, there has been
some reeoghition—admittedly small—of the
position of men with larger families, and the
allowance of 5s. for all ehildren after the
first must prove a great benefit. T am
pleased that some admission has been made
that the man with a family is a better citi-
20n

The Preimier: Usually!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The childven in
such families are certainly better than are
those in smaller families, They are less
spoilt. I went into a house the other day
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where there was a family of 10 children and
T was surprised to find how neat and tidy
they were. Assistanee was rendered by the
bigger children to those a little younger.
One does not see that co-operation in a
family of only two or three. To see a tiny
mother with a large family flocking round
her gives one better heart tbhan to po imto
empty homes. It is discouraging to see
small families because all we have fought
for will be lost if we have not the people
to defend it.

Mr. J. Hegney: How are you going fo
vemedy that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am glad that
there has been some recognition of the fact
that the person with a large family is
worthy of some assistance.

In his speech the Premier in reply to an
interjection I made Qeclared that he would
be glad to bave any suggestion from me
as to how the deficiency in the State finances
could be made up. I have made statements
previously that have been twisted for poli-
tieal purposes, but I suppose that is per-
missible in politics, However, I will deal with
that later. I remcmber the Premier being
very pleased on one occasion when theve
was an increase of 5s. in the basic wage just
hefore the last election. He said that it
wounld result in an increased purchasing
power for the people, hut it did not.

The Premier: Yes, it did!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The cost of living
immediately inereased.

The Premier: Not to a great extent.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Considerably!t
TWhile the present system continues to oper-
ate the same results will oceur. It cannot
be avoided.

Mr. Cross: It is the increased taxation
charges that causes the basie wage to in-
crease.

Hon, C. ¢ LATHAM: Looking back over
a period, I know, the Premier knows, and
even the interjector knows, that when wages
weve less and purchasing value was high the
workers were as well off as they are today.

Mz, Cross; But the country did not owe
so much then. Taxation was less.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The tronble is
that we mislead our people. Unfortunately,
a lot of people are easily misled.

The Minister for Mines: The cost of liv-
ing immediately after the last war increased
so fast that the workers were unable to over-
take it owing to the fact that there was no
quarterly adjustment,
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In 1931 it was
suggested that there should he a quarterly
adjustment; there was considerable opposi-
tion to it. T remember the Minister inter-
Jecting on that oceasion. I can pieture him
sitting there and objecting to a quarterly
adjustment, but it was a sound and sensible
suggestion; and I am sure that the worker
appreciates the fact today. It is not a
guestion of pounds, shillings and pence but
of what the money will buy. We must al-
ways remember that and educate our people
along that line of thought. We must not
persuade them that because they receive 10s.
a week extra they will get 10s. a week extra
value for their money.

It is the single man who benefits from
hasic wage increases. The single man who
bhoards has not had to psy an increased
amount for that board. The married man
with a family is the one who always pays.
The single man and the single girl escape.
During the last 12 months the cost of board
at hotels in town has been just the same as
it was 12 months ngo. I am not speaking
about first-class hotels, but those at which
single men might he expected to stay. The
single man derives benefit from the increase
in the basic wage, but the family man bas
not had any benetit. He pays all the time.

Mr. Cross: He must pay extra taxation
now,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Who?

Mr. Cross: The single man who boards at
an hotel.

Hon. € G. LATHAM: Is the hon, mem-
her sure?

Mr. Cross: You look through the Federal
taxation rates!

Hon. C. G- LATHAM : Oh, the hon. mem-
ber ig referring to taxation! A little while
ago the single man received a good deal
mare relief than he should have obtained.

Mr. J. Hegney: The single man is an
important person in the eommunity today.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: He is not nearly
as important as is a family man. Faney a
single man between 60 and 65 years of age
heing important! T am surprised at the hon.
member suggesting it,

Mr. J. Hegney: Single men are most im-
portant to the country today. They are our
first line of defence.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
is doing equally as well as any single man.
A man came to me the other day and wanted
me to sign & certain paper. I said to him
“Yon are surely not enlisting!” He replied
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that he was. I said to him, “As a marrvied
man with a family of seven youngsters vou
should be ashamed of yourself. Your place
ig here.” He asked my why and I replied,
“You have your youngsters to look atter
here” and he answered, “I have more to fight
for than you would bave if you went away.”
I do not mind admitting that I believe in
conseription, but I think we should send
away people who can afford to go and unot
men whose children will be deprived of their
fathers.

The Minister for Mines: You wilt get
into trouble if you announce that you dis-
couraged a man from enlisting.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I could not.

The Minister for Mines; I thought you
said you did.

[(Mr. J. Heguney took the Chair.]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I suggested that
I thought his place was here. I considered
that T ought to go before he did. The Gov-
ernment has no right to take away men like
that, If that man is killed his wife will be
left with seven children to look after and
members know how diffienlt it is for a
mother to handle sueh a family.

I now come to the stage at which T pro-
posed to bhelp the Premier to make money.
At present transport is an important prob-
Jem. Because of the petrol restrictions, a good
deal of private transport has left the road.
Now is the time for the Government to come
into its own. It has a monopoly of the rail-
ways and practically a monopoly of eity
transport, at any vate of more than 50 per
cent. of it. Here is its chance. For the last
five years the Railway Department has bad
an aggregate deficiency of £2,250,567. That
deficiency can now bhe made good, but the
Commissioner of Railways and his officials
will have to get busy. It is no good their
travelling along on low gear; they must get
into top gear. They must get moving. It is
nseless sending trains out on country lines—
as has been done from time to time—withont
a drop of water in them. They must put an
end to slow mixed trains. I admit that the
Diesel engines have been of considerable as-
sistance. They have been of espeeial value
on branch lines and their use should be
restrieted to such lines, However, the de-
partment has been attempting to use these
cars on main lines, They bave not been
able to cope with the traffic offering and
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the result is that the public are becoming
disgusted.

It is about time the Minister for Railways
took a trip in some of his trains and he
ought to take the Commissioner of Rail-
ways with him. He should not travel in
one of the ¢oaches he usnally travels in, with
a special engine. Let him get into an ord-
inary train and investigate the long delays
that oceur at sidings, and the tremendous
time it takes to convey people from point
to point. If he does that he will have & full
appreciation of what the public is np against,
and will probably have a desire to remedy
the sitwation. I do not know how many
Diesel codches are in operation, whether
there are seven or eight, but those coaches
were a good investmenf, one of the best
investments that have been made for some
time. T know that at present some difficnlty
is experienced in augmenting the supply. I
do not know whether the parts eonld be made
at Midland Junetion, but I suppose that
even if they ecould the workshops are ex-
tremely busy and it would be impossible for
the work to be done there.

The interests of the travelling publiec must
be considered hetter than has heen the case
in the past. Our railwaymen started off
25 boys, and in time have beconie seniors.
They have the railway atmosphere, and have
failed to acquire the public atmosphere.
Some of them—only some of them-——think
that the railways exist for them instead of
for the benetit of the public. That is not
50 in the ease of all of them by a long way.
There are many courtcous, obliging and de-
cent men in the railways. Some of the
officials at the head office, however, do not
appreciate what it means to aceelerate a
time-table, Fancy averaging eight miles an
hour for s train! Who would eare on a hot
summer’s day fo sit in a train whben the
Journey could be made comfortably in a
motor car? The railway officials should look
into these matters,

The question of the transport of goods is
also an important one. A little while ago,
in the electorate represented by the Premier,
a truck caught fire through sparks from an
engine, and the goods in the truck were
harnt. The owner of some of the goods, who
could i1l affordd to lose them, made a elaim for
them on the ground that they were being
transported by the railways.  The usual
reply was given that they were being trans-
ported at owner’s risk. That is another thing
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we shall have to alter. Goods of that de-
seription should be conveyed on the journey
at the Commissioner’s risk.

The Premier: That is done now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Ounly when in-
creased charges are paid. The railways
should be placed in the same eategory as
would be an ordinary carrier. It would be
better that people shonld pay o little extra
and thus reap the benefit. 1 do not like
complaining, and do not nsually complun,
but I wish to refer to an incident at the
West Perth gpoods shed. 1 have seen furni-
lure there in an open truck together with
heavy goods, and in the process of shunting
the heavy goods have moved Tt was found
when the furniture arrived at its destination
that it was badly smashed in that the legs
were ofl the chairs and tables, and mirrors,
ete.,, were hroken,

The Alinister for Railways: Does that sort
of thing often oceur?

Hon, (. (¢, LATTIAM: Yes, too often, but
it is the same old story—owner’s risk. If
the Commissioner were responsible for goods
reaching their destination in good order ha
would see that the packages were placed in
a different position, not merely thrown into
an open truck with n cover over it. I was
shown such a truck on one oceasion. The
owner of the furniture in it could ilt-afford
to lose the money it had cost, and he found
ultimately that he had to pay freight on
goods that were not worth tuppence at the
other end. The railways must change their
policy in such a matter as this. The old
poliey that used to exist on railways a hun-
dred years azo is no good today. People
demand something better. Whoever oceupies
the Treasury bench must tell the Commis-
sioner of Railway to cater for business. Hao
has an opportunity to get business today that
is unequalled because of the petrol restric-
tions. Let him show the public that the
railways can deliver the goods. The sama
thing applies to the trams.

Mr. Cross: My word, it does!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: What has hap-
pened that T should have the hon. member
bekind me?

The Minister for Railways: The condi.
tions are no worse than they are anywhere
else,

Hon, C. G. LATRAM: It does not matter
how good or bad they are clsewhere; onr job
is o see that thingy are well done here.
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The Minister for Railways: The railways
are doing a good job; you ean say what you
like.

Hon. ¢. ;. LATHAM: I wish I was able
to take over the trams for a little while, T
wonld not have one tram that was packed
with people who were hanging on to the
straps, while a litile way behind xas anothe~
tram containing hardly any passengers.
There is something wrong with that system.
something wrong with the timetable. The
trams ought to run more frequently.

The Minister for Railways: The tramwav
offieinls are doing their hest, Perhaps you
have more Lrains than they have.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is not a ques-
tion of brains. Some men nre doing a good
job. T mnst say T like to sce the Minister
stand by his offiecrs, but it is no use sticking
up for them all the time for that does not
encourage them to go out for new husiness.
Ministers shonld not stand so much behind
their officers as to suggost that they never
make mistakes. When the member for
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) was sitting on
this side of the Chamber he used to com-
plain about these things, but no progress has
heen made sinee then. The old ways must
be given up and we must adopt new and im-
proved ones. People will not he satisfied to
travel hy tram under present eonditions.

Mr. Cross: And at two miles per hour!

Hon. C. 6. LATTTAM : The trams stop too
often. Tet me instanee the serviee in Vie-
toria Park,

Mr. Cross: The South Perth serviee is a
good example.

Hon. C. G. LTATHAM: Let the Minister
travel on & tram to the Victorin Park ter-
minus. When it renches that suburh, he
will find that he could walk to the terminus
ahmost as fast as the tram travels,

The Minister for Railways: Do vou sug-
mest that many of the stops should be cut
out?

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM : Some of the stops
should be cut out., Trams should not always
atop at intersections. That is an unwise
plan. It would bhe better that they should
stop in the middle of intersections and make
peaple walk either way aceording to their
destination. The officials should he encour.
aged to go out and get business. Tt is no
use their sitting in their offiees. They must
zet out. Many of the officers were inspectora
vears ago and they are still inspeciors, and
have not changed. They do not realise that
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the views of the publie have changed, and
in turn are dissatisfied with old methods. T
said long ago that the department has trams
at its disposal. Trams were taken off the
Clavemont and Wembley runs, and they must
be available. They eannot be worn ont,

TLe Premier: They are i1 nse.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: T make another
suggestion, namely, that fares should be ve-
dueed between 10 am, and 4 p.m., as has
been done in the Tastern States. That
would eneonrage people to do their shopping
hetween those hours, The general publie
has very little thought for those who are
standing at eountors all day, and on their
way home have to hang on to a strap. TF
people would shop during the hours I have
indieated a good denl of that congestion and
inconvenience wounld be aveided.

The Minister for Railways: There will al-
ways he congestion at peak periods.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: But it can be re-
lieved. The Government eould say that be
tween 10 am. and 4 p.m. people ean travel
a given distanee at a cost of 4d. return, but
that hefore and after those hours the cost
will be 84. 1 have seen people watching the
conductors. YWhen they have been able to
leave the trams and avoid paying a penny
fare, they have been as pleased as possible.
If my suggestion were adopted it would be
a big inducement to people to travel during
the slack periods. I put it to the Minister
that if the raflway officials would get out
and look for business they could get in
revenue of £250,000 more than they are
getting today.

People are compelled in these days to
make use of the railways. T wish to pay
this eompliment to the people of this State,
that they have aecepted petrol rationing re-
markably well. They have acknowledged and
admitted that thev must put their quota into
the war effort. They are doing this right
royally, and with very little complaint. The
restrictions have eut down the use of petrol
by at least two-thirds, The flgure is an
amazing one. We must give the public the
service they require, and the Minister mnst
see to it that they are eatered for. We must
offer them something to take the place of the
motor ears that are laid up owing to the
petrol restrictions. We have in use today
one two-decker bus.

Mr. Cross: We should not have any in
use.
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Hon. €. G. LATHAM: We should have
40 such vehicles, for they would enable us
to denl with the traffic as they do in the
Eastern States. People who hoard such a
bus always want fo elimb to the top. When
the Minister for Mines was in London he
always went to the top. He told me that
he did so in order that he might see the
city.

The Minister for Mines:
to come up and talk to me.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: At that time there
was no top on the double-deckers. If was
a mistake to prevent people from having
double-decker buses. They are quite as safe
as are other kinds. The Railway Depart-
ment in New South Wales has adopted
them.

The Premier: They have heen adopted m
Melbourne, too, for I rede in one the other
day.

Hon. . G. LATBAM: I like to be at the
top. T am not too old to appreciate a ride
on the top of a bus; it is worth while.
The use of more of these buses would help
the Government in mecting the situation, and
it would bhe worth while for the companies
to launch out in this dircetion. The Minister
should not tell the Committee that his offi-
cers are doing all they ecan.

The givl used

The Minister for Railways: But they
are!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That sort of

thing disecurages them from trying to do
more,

The Minister for Railways: I am not dis-
cournging them.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: He discourages
them, by those very words.

The Minister for Railways: No Minister
has been more critical than I have.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Let the Minister
get hold of the Commissioner and say to
him, “Come out with me and I will show
you where your mistakes are”” He ean show
the Commissioner some of the things I have
been talking nbout. The other day a man
told me of a trip from Geraldton to Yuna
and the complaint he had to make on that
oceasion. I advised him to see the railway
officials and to tell them they must give a
better service on that line, and that we
would endeavcur to see that he was given
petrol if they could not improve the serviee,
I think o better service was mrranged. I
do not like that sort of thing. The railway
people can effect improvements if they
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want to. Some seven vears ago I stated
that the run from York to Quairading
by train averaged eight miles an hour.
How can people be expected to travel
by train under such conditions? The
officer responsible for that state of affairs
apparently persuaded himself that the time-
tuble could not he altered; but it was altered.
The railway timetables are worse today than
they used to be. I remember what they were
some 2+ years sgo, That was the time when
the Premier used to ride on the footplate, as
did also the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Withers) now sitting behind him. In these
days the trains ran all right, but we have
advanced since then, and Dbetter running
hours are requived.

It is no use saying that we are doing a
hundred per cent. of what is necessary when
that is not so., We are doing barely 50 per
ecnt. Traifie is available today if the depart-
ment will go out for it, and, with the slight-
vst encouragement from it, that increased
traffic can be held. The Commissioner must
see that it is made safe for people to send
their goods by train and that those goods
are carried at his risk. He musi be told
that Parliament expects this of him. When
he does that he will get more business than
he now receives. The other day I travelled
in a first-class compartment. I admit that
the train did not stay long at sidings, but
! do think some official should have been
avatlable to ¢lean out the filth in the eom-
partment.  Two women also got into the
earriage, and we had to open the windows
hecanse of the smell.

Mr, Mavshall; 1 know of one case when
that was done, and the people in the com.
partment had to get out of it

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I find that the
Tramway Department showed a surplus of
£16,055.

Mr. Cross: The trolley buses enabled it to
show that profit.

Hon. C. G. LATHA\I By pushing oft
other transport.

Mr. Marshall; In order to satlsfy the hon.
member. )

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There was a loss
of £9,659 in the previous year. I feel sure
a greater profit could be made. That could
be done if the officials turned their attention
to the service and brightened it up. Instead
of travelling in low gear, they should get
into top gear.
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The Minister for Railways: Considerable
improveruent has been effected already.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I should like to
take the Minister into Hay-street and show
him what the tram service is like at eertain
hours. Take the case of people going home
to Vietoria Park at noon on Saturday!

Mr. Cross: Every day!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Particularly on
Naturday. T said to the Department, “Can
vou not put on more cars and get these
people off on their journey home?’ Terrific
congestion is evident at that time. Instead
of anything being donc, the department has
to bring ils trams out from Subiaco and
along Murray-street, all in low gear, Tt
ought to have trams running in inercasing
numbers straight from the ear barn into the
city, and back again on the Vietoria Park
route. It should bhave trams available to
take people where they want to go.

I compliment the Alinister on the results
achieved by the Eleetrieity Supply Depart-
ment. 1t is living up to its reputation of
providing a surplus. What we want now
is to have the eurrent extended to the outer
ayeas, We shounld enconrage people to make
their homes in the outer suburbs and hills
eountry.

The Minister for Railways: We arve doing
our best.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM : That is not enough,
and 1T do not want to hear that remark
again. I want the Government to do some-
thing at onee, I want to sec decent trams
running in the Canning eclectorate, so that
the hon, member representing that distriet
will not have occasion to eomplain and will
have less to say in the Chamber.

Mr., Wilson: You could not prevent him
from talking.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I want to see men
living on blocks where they could produce
some foodstuffs for their own requirements—
men on the basic wage taking interest in
flower gardens, keeping a few fowls and so
forth.

The Minister for Lands: Instead of flat
life.

Hon, C. (. LATHAM: I agree with the
Minister, We should give people opportuni-
tivs to get out of the city so that they will
have an inducement to learn to love their
country.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment agrees with you.
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Hon, €. G. LATHAM: But I want the
Government to do something.

The Minister for Works: I should like to
drive the flats out of Wembley.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM : The Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Department shows
an inerease. As I have had oceasion to ob-
serve before, I regret that this is one of
the indirect means of increasing taxation.
During the last five years the department
has shown a surplus of £176,000.

The Minister for Works: No.,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am quoting the
figures submitted to us by the Treasurer,
To make a profit of £176,000 in five years
is not quite fair.

The Minister for Works: How much do
vou think is invested in those works?

Hon, C. (i, LATHAM: That does not
matter hecause iuterest and sinking fund
churges have alrcady been provided.

The Minister for Works: It is not a small
concern,

Hon. C. (i, LATHAM: I know that this
department has been of pgreat value to tho
Government. This is a service that should
he provided at a rate covering very little
more than the actual cost. The extension of
the sewernge system in reeent years has in-
volved the people in the payment of further
rates in addition to the heavy expenditure
entailed in linking up with the system. To
seWer premises is an expensive item, rang-
ing in most instanecs from £40 to £60 and
oven up to £80 per house. This money has
to be found by the hounscholder.

The Minister for Works: Tt does not pay.

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: Then the Minister
should ask the Treasurver to put up returns
that we ean understand. We have bheen told
quite clearly that the profit daring five yeara
has heen £176,000. The Goldfields Water
Supply is also showing a substantial sur-
plus, but for a long time interest and sink-
ing fund have been provided hy Consolidated
Revenue.

Mr. Doney: There was an over-payment
of dues in that year.

Thq Minister for Works: It is of ne use
forgetting the 13 millions of capital.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : That is the eapital
expended on the scheme.

The Minister for Works:
you might term “frozen.”

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: The publie shouid
he able to ascertain the cxaet position from
the public accounts. The returns indicate

That is what
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that last year there was a substantial profit.
RBetnrn No. 10 deals with miscellaneous
utilities such as the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, Bunbury Harbour Board, State Bat-
teries, ete.  The accounts of those utilities
Just ahout halance. There are some items,
however, to which T must refer. According
to the return Cave House last year ineurred
a loss of £935. As the name tmplies Cave
House provides accommodation for the
public, and it has a bar attached. The Gov-
ernment has no right to call npon the tax-
payers to find £900 to make good a loss in-
eurred in providing conveniences for tour-
ists. Surely there must be something wrong
with the management!

Mr. Withers: No.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Well, why should
there be a loss? When I say there must be
something wrong with the management, I
mean that probably the charges are not high
enough for the services provided. I am not
saying that the place is run bhadly. Every
time I have been there I have found it to
be well ron.

The Premier: It is Tun at a charge of
£4 4s. o week whereas the charge should be
£7 7a.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The point I am
making is that when people go there for
pleasure, any loss incurred on the year’s
operations shounld not have to be made good
by tho ordinary taxpayer.

Mr. Sampgon: A charge of £4 4s. a week
is fairly high for this State,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There must be
something radically wrong. Are the charges
too low or is something clse wrong?

Mr, Sampson : Four guineas a week should
be enough.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Investigations
should he made by an officer of the Govern-
ment and the position remedied. My next
remark will probably rouse the ire of the
nmember for Canning (Mr. Cross). T observe
that he is sitting up and taking notice. His
constituents have the convenience of ferries
to take them across the river and that ser-
viee last year showed a loss of £15.

Mr. Cross: A new hoat would make o
difference.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:
fares are too low.

Mv. Cross: That is not so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Some considera-
tion should he given to the finances of that
utility. People do not get tram rides, rail-
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way rides or {rolley-bus rides for nothing,
and users of the ferries shonld be prepared
to pay the cost of the service.

State Batteries, aceording to the Trea-
surer's statement, showed a substantial loss
last year, the fizures being £15873. Surely
something mast be wrong there!

The Premier: We will get a good deal of
it back.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 do not mind if
the moncy is being spent on prospeeting,
and there is a chance of getting it back. I
do not ohject to subsidising prospectors.
Perhaps it would be hetter to snbsidise them
than to have the State Batteries operating at
a loss, There is something to be said for
this loss if it means that we have.been as-
sisting the industry. We have to bear in
mind that State Batteries are loeated in re-
mote places where private individuals would
not provide the facilities. However, there
must be some cxplanation of the loss of
£15,000, and T hope the Minister for Mines,
when introducing his departmental estimates,
will give us the information. There has been
a substantial increase in the price of gold.

The Minister for Mines: And our charges
have not inereased with that rise.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know
what the treatment charges are. Would the
hatteries use eyanide?

Mr. Marshall: Zine and qoieksilver.

The Minister for Mines: The price of
quickstlver has increased greatly.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Cannot a substi-
tute be found for quicksilver?

The Minister for Mines: There has been a
tremendons rise in mining costs penerslly.

The Minister for Works: Anyhow, that
much has been lost on half-a-dozen farms,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But neither the
farmers nor the flonr mills have lost the
money. I am dealing with the produce of
mines, not of farms.

The Minister for Mines: This is a big in-
dustry.

Hon. C. G. LATHAX: I hope the Minis-
ter will give us the information iu dua
course, No doubt he will explain the posi-
tion effectively.

Next T want to deal with the Trading
C'oncerns—another quarter in which we
might be able to make up some leeway. The
State Brick Works has consistently shown
a loss during the past six years—with one
exeeption, when a profit of £113 was made—
totalling £0,933, a loss which has to be made
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gouil hy the taxpayer. 1t must be remem-
beved that the State Briek Works enters -
to competition with private coneerns whose
businesses, if eonducted on the same lines,
would soon put a company info liquidation
or an individual into the Bankrnptey Court.

[Mr. Marshall resumed the Chair.)

Mr. Crosss: There is no comparison be-
tween the State bricks and those producea
by private enterprise.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the State pro-
duces better bricks it should receive a better
prive for them. Why shonld I, for instance,
he permitied to build a house with hricks
sold to mr by the State while the ordinary
taxpayer makes up the loss!?

My, Cross: We make up plenty of losses
for the farmers. The State is alwnys writ-
ing ofi farmers’ debis.

Ton. . ;. LATHAM: It [ might make
the member for Canning a little less cross,
I would say to him, “Tf the ordinary indi-
vidual or a private company made losses
vear after yvear, what would he the result?
The company would have to go into liquida-
tion and the ordinary individual would have
to zo through the BRankruptey Conrt.” Those
wounld be the only alternatives. But when
z State Trading concern makes a Joss the
(Government comes along and supplies the
amonnt from the Treasury. These coneerns
had hetter he put on a footing where they
will at least be able {o recover eost priee.
That would materially assist the Treasurer.

My, Warner: It wonld surprise every-
hody.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : “State Tmmplement

Works™ to my mind is a misnomer. It is
a genern! engineering works.  We get a
profit-and-ioss balance sheet from it. Why

does not the plant engineer in East Perth
furnished a balance sheet? The State Tmple-
ment Works does very little work outside
Government work.

Mr. Tonkin: Your Government is respon-
sible for that.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: We have not heer:
in office for nine years. The Aet that we
passed in 1932 was never proclaimed.

Mr. Tonkin: It was not the Act you
passed, but what you took away from the
State Implement Works.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We took nothing
away from the works, but we tried to close
it down hecause it was unprofitable. Now
it produces a balance sheet every vear show-
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ing a loss. If the works was closed down
in all probability a great deal of money
would he saved.  During the nine yeors
which have elapsed sinee the passing of that
Act we have held office for only one year.
Because our Government (lid the right thing
and this Govermment does the wrong thing,
why should we he upbraided?

Mr. Tonkin: You did se much damage
to the works at the time that it eould not
operate profitnbiy,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The works was
continually lesing money on everything it
produced. We had no right to say to an
tndividual, “Here is a machine at about half
cost price, and the taxpayver must make up
the balance.” That is bad business. If we
must provide work let nus do it in a reason.
able way. Let us not euter into such com-
petition with private people as enables them
to expose our bad business methods. This
is an exposure.

Mr. Tonkin:
about that latex.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : 1 shall be glad to
have them., Nevertheless, it will be found
that the State Treasuvy has had to sapply a
great denl of meney for the State Implement
Works ever since the start of the works.

I will give you some fucts

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.3¢ pam.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I think the State
Tmplement Works should be struck off the
list, The State Quarries are anolher eon-
cern where a eonsiderable sum of money
might either be saved or earned. For the
past six years they have maie a loss total-
ling £14,405, which is gveater than interest
and sinking fund. If these quarries were a
private coneern they would be expected to
pay dividends, otherwise they would not he
long in existence. They pay no rates or
taxes. They are, I understand, producing
gravel for reads; probably most of it is for
the Public Works Department, Yet vear
after year they are losing money.

The Premier: They are doing very little
now,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The proprictors
of the White Roek Quarries must be making
a considerable amount of money, judging
by some of the private properties held by
them. I should say they are doing excep-
tionally well, yet the State enterprise is
losing money. The State Shipping Service
has always shown a substantial loss. I do
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not complain seriously of that, as the ser-
viee may be regarded in the light of a sub-
sidy to the North-West industries, which arc
now experiencing bad times. 10 is extra-
ordinary, however, that private shipping
companies ave run at a profit.

My, Withers: With black labour!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Some are, others
are not. Apparently neither the Common-
wealth nor the State Governments ean run
businesses in eompetition with private enter-
prise, for what reason I do not know.

Mr. Withers: What about the State Saw-
mills?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I shall deal with
them later. We have seven State hotels
which made a profit last year of £5,193,
They pay no road board rates.

Mr. Thorn: Or license fees!

Mr. Doney: Or income tax!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so.

The Premier: Would you like te buy the
ntate hotel at Kwolyin?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I would not mind;
there would be a good living in it.  Prob-
ably the Bolgart hotel would be better. The
Dwellingup hotel does a good business and
if put up for sale would probably feteh a
big price. The Wongan Hills hotel has
been at a disadvantage, but has been re-
built. The Bruce Rock and Corrigin hotels
are doing good business. The Gwalia hotel
must be 2 goldmine.

The Premier: There was a strike at
Gwalia,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That was duaring
the winter and did not last long. I admit
that the State hotels have always shown a
profit, and that in the aggregate they have
repaid their eapital cost to the people.

The State Sawmills are a profitable eon-
cern, They certainly made a loss in 1939-
40, but that was explained by the Treasurer,
who sald business was held up because it
was not possible to cxport timber. During
last year, however, business was extra-
ordinarily good owing to the fact that it
was possible to ship timber. In addition,
the local demand Las been great.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The State Sawmills
are up against big eompetition.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I remind the hon.
member interjecting that the State Saw-
mills pay neither rates nor taxes.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are in the combine,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : There is no doubt
about that; they charge the same prices as
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do the other timber merchants. It may be
that the State Sawmills have a better area
to eut over. The Treasurer shounld peruse
these returns, and appoint ome or two
Treasury officials in order to ascertain
whether some improvement eannot be made.
The Treasarer would in this way be
materinlly assisted in reducing expenditure
from revenne. He might perhaps show a
profit. .

I draw attention to the fact that taxation
is increasing considerably. Last year the
inerease was 63, 2d. per head of population,
@ substantial sum. In the previous year
the tax amounted to £8 0s. 1d. per head of
population; this year it amounted to £8 6s.
3d. The cost of social services in the pre-
vious vear was £4 3s. 5d.; this year it is
£4 Gs. 5., on increase of ls. per head of
population,

1 stress a point that I mentioned pre-
viously. It is that while Commonwealth
money is being spent here we should do all
we possibly can to maintain the new indus-
tries being opened up awnd if possible extend
those alrezdy established. Last Saturday
morning I had an opportunity to meet a
member of n Commonwealth Board who was
doing some inspection work. He was a fine
tvpe of man and pointed out to the people
concerned how they could improve their
packs. He also pointed out alj the defects.
I have not secn a State olficer doing that.
It would be a good idea if we could secure
the services of such a man, who would he
a friend to the people engaged in our in-
dustries while in their initial stages. He
would he able to put the people on the
right track.

Apparently there is a bhig market for
linned vegetahles. This State has a surplua
of vegetables and I bhelieve we counld profit-
ably tin them. T had a letter recently from
peeple in Singapore who told me that, ow-
ing to the difficult sitwation in their terri-
tory, they would be looking a great deal
wore to Australia to supply their require-
ments. Usually the great bulk of the tinned
vegetables they consume is purchased from
America. They referred to = number of
artieles which we should be able te supply
from this State. It would be neeessary,
however, to put wp an attractive Jine and
to maintain the quality of the goods, which
is very important. If these conditions are
ohserved there is no doubt. that our goods
will he worth-while purchasing and will find
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n ready market. That applies to celery
grown at York. I may later have a private
talk to the Minister for Works about the
water supply at York. What [ have said
also applies to beans. In this respect con-
siderable assistance should be available from
Carnarven and QGeraldton. Those distriets
produce beans of good quality and should
he able to maintain a supply all the yenr
round. Good prices are being realised.

The Minister for Lands: Growers have
been getting 11d. wholesale.

Hon. €. G LATHAM: Prices are very
good, It would pay the Minister for Indus-
trial Development to look into the guestion
with a view to discovering whether it is
possible to obtain the services of a man who
would be a friend to these manufacturers.
We do not want somebody to go to them
and say gruffly, “That label is wrong. You
will be prosecuted!” That is nof the way
to help.

The Premier: We do not do that!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Neo; the Premier
does not, but some of the departmental offi-
cers do.

The Premicr: No!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have known of
prosecutions heing launched beeause the type
on the labels has not been of the right size.
Of course, people should comply with the
law but we should try to educate them. Mr.
Fernie is an excellent man, but he is the
head of the concern and eannot he expeeted
to do what I am asking should be done. I
hope to have an opportunity to talk to him
some day. The late Mr. Macartney was a
very good officer. Before be passed away I
sent to him a man who proposed to tin pota-
toes for consignment to Singapore. For that
class of work, however, the assistanee of a
baeteriologist is necessary. It is important
to ascertain whether bacteria are present and
what action would be set up from them. In
this and other ways we can render material
nssistanee to manufacturvers today. Cer-
tainly we should do something. I assure the
Government that we on this side of the
House will do all we can to help.

The Minister for Lands: Tons of vege-
tables are being exported from this State to
the Eastern Slates at present.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: The Minister
knows why! So many people have been
diverted to the manufacture of muonitions.
Tt is essential that our population should he
huilt up.  Judging from the figures it is
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difficult to maintain the existing level. 1
hope we shall be able to enlarge our popu-
lation by building up permanent industries.
That is the only way we can solve unemploy-
ment problems. Those problems will reem
unless permanent industries are established.

Without attempting to condemn the
Treasurer's Budget spcech T would again
point out that taxation has increased in this
State by 130 per eent during the last twenty
vears, and our national debt has increased
from £141 16s. 2d, to £207 5s. 9d. per head
of population. Those figures illustrate how
necessary it is for ns to build up our popu-
lation so that we ean spread the amount over
a greater number of people. Our debts must
otherwise hecome top heavy and we shall find
ourselves overwhelmed.

I join the Premier in the hope that this
vear will bring peace to the people of our
country and the whole world.  Countrics
must trade with cach other. There is no
better way to ereate good feeling between
the people of different nations than by folk
travelling from one country to another and
making friends wherever thev go. The action
of one or two men in Europe has prevented
this taking place. There are times when
things look hright; at others, they look very
had indeed. But, as the Premier has already
stated, we know the calibre of the British
people of whom we are a part, and we are
sure that they will not he casily beaten.

It is the duly of us all to do what we ean
to assist. We nust get behind the State
Government and help it in every pos-
sible way, if it is doing the work it has been
called upon by the people to do. Likewise
we must assist the National Government and
all parts of the Empire. We appreciate the
great work achieved by that wonderful man,
the Prime Minister of Great Britain. T think
everybody belenging to the nation appreei-
ates the John Bull type of individual we sec
on the sereen at the pieture theatres from
time to Lime, and the splendid work he is
doing.

We are also grateful for the excellent ser-
viee rendeved by that other great Democracy
—the only one that speaks the same lan-
guage as we do. I refer to the United States
of America. DPresident Roosevelt is mnte-
rially helping to bring the war to a suceess-
ful conclusion. What T have said applies
also to the leaders in various parts of the
British Empire, including our present and
past Prime Ministers. To all the govern-
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nments of the British Empire we express our
great appreciation of the efforts they have
made. I am sure their hearty co-operation
will ensure peace in the near futore.

Progress reported.

BILL—FPUBLIC TRUSTEE.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 9th September.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [7.49]: 1
do not intend to offer any opposition to the
Bill but T hope I may be allowed to make
one or two observations. We have had the
assurance of the Minister introducing the
measure that Acts for the same purpose ex-
ist in all the other States of Australia today.
I have not attempted to verify that state-
ment because I naturally assame—and 1
know I properly assume—that the Minis-
ter’s assurance was quite sufficient. He must
also be aware of this fact that in all these
other States where a public trustee today
exists by statute there are also public ¢om-
panies earrying on the business of trustees
and executors and agents for, not only de-
ceased persons, but all those who give the
handling of their affairs to them. In almost
every State there is not only one, but two
ov three.

Mr. Seward: There are eleven in Vietoria.

Hon. N. KEENAN: My statement was
very much under the figure. They are all
earrying on with a considerable measure of
success. The business they do, as a whole,
is far in excess of the business of the Public
Trustee in the same State. The reason I men-
tion that is becanse it might be assumed that
some particular reasen exists here for bring-
ing in the present Bill. 1 do not for one
moment imagine that the Minister means to
refleet on the eonduet of the two publie com-
panies earrying on the business of executors
and truatees in this State at present.

The Minister for Justice: By no means!

Hon. N. KEENAN: It would have been
far more opportune, and far more justifiable
to have brought this Bill forward when only
one company was in existence and earrying
on that business than todey when there are
two, and when those two, a3 is well known,
are very keen competitors. The Minister in
xiving certain reasons for bringing the Bill
hefore the House at present considers it par-
tieularly appropriate becanse it would cater
for the business of those of our fellow citi-
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zens who have gone oversea, and would en-
able their business to he transacted in an
economical and efficient manner. It must Le
said, however, in justice to the public com-
panies earrving on husiness in this State
that they have offered, and were, I under-
stand, the first to offer, to carry out the
neeessary formalities regarding the estate of
any soldier unfortunately killed at the front,
which did not exceed £500, absolutely free
of eost. Moreover, where the estate is he-
tween £500 and £1,000, they will discharge
the duties of execulors, if appointed by the
soldier, at half their statutory rates. It has
{o be remembered that the rates have been
fixed by statute. It is not a case of those
companies charging rates and agreeing, as
the State Sawmills did with the other sup-
pliers of timber, to hit the publie to leg for
anything they could get out of them.

The Premier: The oversea buyers!

Hon. N. KEENAN: They were not for-
gotten.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-
cussing State Sawmills now.

Hon. N, KEENAN: J am discussing ihe
illustration, that those eompanies eannot
combine ns was the case in the sawmilling
industry heeause their rates are fixed. It is
also perfeetly true that the Curator of Inte-
state Kstates has offcred exactly the same
terms, The comparison between the Curator
of Intestatc Estates and the public com-
panies carrying on the excentor and trustce
business does not, however, end there. Those
public companics have lost a number of
members from their staffs hy voluntary en-
listment for the A.LF., and who have left
Australia. In every casc the two companies
are paying the soldier the whole difference
between his pay as a seldier and the pay he
receives on their staff. Moreover, they have
guaranteed to every man whe volunteered
and was aceepted, and who left Anwnstralia,
or where the possibility existed of his being
sent oversea, that on his return—as we zll
hope and pray they will all return—he will
get his job back again. That applies to
everyone. These undertakings have been
given in writing to Colonel Hond 'of the Ad-
minstration Staff for the Western Command,
as binding on these companies.

It would he absord to suppose anything
of a like character ean be shown by the
Minister in favour of the Curator of Inte-
state Bstates. I do not know whether his
department is responsible for any member
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woing oversea, but I do not think so. I
would not for a moment suggest thal
the Minister, in observing that this Biill was
particularly opportune because of the fact
of many of our ecitizens having gone over-
sen, was looking forward to making any
profit out of soldiers. Y am sure that was
far from his thoughts. Nevertheless it might
unfortunately appear on the surface as if
that were so. The two principal grounds, as
I understood them, urged by the Minister
for the appointment of a public trustee were,
cheap administration and, secondly, that the
revenue would benefit.

The Minister for Justice: I said that the
revenne would slightly henefit.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If it slightly bene-
fits. it still benefits. If the two ecompanies
carrying on husiness today in Western Aus-
tralin of public executors and public trustees
were making a large profit, that would he a
very strong argument for the immediate ap-
pointment of a public trustee, because it
could then well be said that a considerable
saving eould be effected in the expense of the
administration of the estates of decensed
people, But the fact is that neither of these
ecompanies is making a lsrge profit, or any
profit at all heyond a small profit consider-
ing the money thev have invested in their
businesses. They actually pay a dividend
of a most moderate character, and a very
large part of these dividends is derived, not
from earrving out their duties as exeeunfors
and trustees, but from the rents of premises
they have bought. The Perpetual Trustec
Company hought a large building, which
was once owned by Forrest Emanuel. It oec-
cupies portion of the building and derives a
large rental from the portion not oceupied
by it.

The Minjster for Justice:
building out of profits.

Hon, N. KEENAN: Xo, it was hought
out of subscribed ecapital, and nothing else.
The company hought that building before it
had a single client, It bought the building
before the Bill giving the eompany the right
to exist was passed by Parliament, and it
was nearly dished because Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom, who was a member of the Legislative
Council and a director of the YWest Austra-
lian Trustee, Exceutor and Ageney Co., Lid,,
objected. We need not mind very much
what clse happened. The fact remains that
the company bad bought the building with
money snbseribed by the sharebolders hefore

It hought that

[ASSEMBLY.]

it had a single client, So I think we can take
the experience of the existing eompanies as
an example of what may he the eareer of a
future publie trustee from the point of view
of cost of administration.

In an estate—obviously I do not wish to
use names—that was sworn just over six
months ago for the purpose of probate at
£1,648 and probate duty paid on that
amount, the estate under the management of
the Curator of Intestate Estates realised in
the first instance only £268 and, by a subse-
quent eorrection of an outstanding asset, the
amount was increased by £222. The charges
made in respeet of the estate by the curator
were 215 per cent, on the £1,648—the esti-
mated figure at whieh it was unfortunately
submitted for probate—and 5 per cent. on
the £222, a total charge of £50. There is
nothing cheap about that. Had either of the
public {rustee eompanies handled that estate
and had the same experience, it would have
charged only 215 per cent.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: On what amount?

Hon. N. KEENAN: On the gross amount
of £1,648. It wili be interesting to note—
because we are sometimes amused by the dis-
appointments of other people—how much
the beneficiaries received from that estate
after paying State and Federal duties. The
amount reeeived by them was £103, Of course
it wus an exceptional case hecawse unfortu-
nately a large portion of the estate which
was valued at £1,648 did not bring anything
like that figure when it came to realisation.
The finol vesult was that only £103 became
available to the beneficiaries. It is absurd
to talk ot any new era of cheap administra-
tion from the passing of the Bill,

The Minister for Justice: The Curator of
Intestate Estates and o public trustee are
not comparable.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Unfortunately this
Chamber has very bad acoustic properties
and I could not catch the interjection of the
Minister.

The Minister for Justice: The Curator of
Intestate Estates and a public trustee are
not comparable.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Under a public
trustee the charges might be higher.

The Minister for Justice: They might be
lower.

Hon., N. KEENAN: We cannot as reason-
able men look forward to anything in
the nature of a big reduction in the cost
of the administration of deeeased estates by
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reason of passing this Bill, if we tiake
any aecount of what we know has happened
in the past. Indeed, I have no hesitation in
saying what I think was said by the Leader
of the Opposition tonight in addressing him-
self to the Annual Estimates that, all things
else being equal, and not loaded as in the
case of the trams and trolley buses against
private buses whieh have to hear a very
heavy burden of taxation and still compete,
there is no comparison and never will be a
comparison in effieiency or in lowness of cost
between what is earried on by private enter-
prise and what is carried on by the Govern.
ment—not this Government, but any Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Justice: That is nor
borne out by experience in the Eastern
States.

Hon. N. KEENAN: 1 hope to have an
opportunity of analysing the figures and
discovering how they have been arrived at.
Although there is nothing to recommend
the measnre from that point of view, never.
theless I am in favour of it. The ryeason
for my favouring it is that T do not think
we can have too much eompetition in the
rendering of services to the public. Com-
petition is the soul of efficiency aund it is
also the sceret of keeping costs down to the
lowest possible level. I have humbly to
confess that T am not at all a econverted
disciple to the gospel of organised market.
ing in any of its forms. T am unfortunately.
and I suppose I shall remain for the vest
of my life in that unfortunate position

Hon. W. D. Johnson: A jolly old Con-
servative.

Hon. N, KEENAN: If I was a Conserva-
tive, I wounld at least have the pleasure of
the association of the member for Guild-
ford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson}.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If you and I eould
get together there wonld be a new order.

Mr, Thorn: A pretty rotten order!

Hon. N. EEENAN: I am not addvessing
the member for Guildford-Midland. I
favonr the Bill, notwithstanding that I do
not think the high hopes held out for it have
any real justification. I £avour the appoint.
ment of a public trustee because, as I have
already said, there cannot be too mueh com-
petition in services which the public require
and which certain corporations or Govern.
ments or individuals supply. It may be, of
course, that there will be an over supply,
but that will adjust itself. In the process
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of time the supply will become reduced
antomatically to the proportion required,
We see that most clearly perhaps in Aus-
tralia in the case of natural foods. When
by reason of one season being exeeption-
ally favourable and Nature proving excep-
tionally bounteous there is far and away
a greater supply than the market ean eon-
sume, prices slump. No organisation ean
interfere with Nature. No one has dis-
covered such an organisation yet.

Hon, W. D. Johnson; But cold storage
helped. ’

Hon. N. KEENAN: T know that is the
opinion of the hon. member interjecting, but
I doubt very much if it does. I am quite
certain that in the long run the supply must
come down to the level of the demand. And
so it would be in the ease of services rend-
ered by public exeeutors and trustees. But
let it eome down then, supplying competi-
tion until the Jevel has been reached; and
for that reason I support the Bill, and am
quite prepaved to vote for the second read-
lug.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That would apply
o all State enterprises.

Hon, N. KEENAN: Yes, if State enter.
prises could be eonducted at anything like
reasonable cost with anything like reason-
able effictency! There are, however, certain
considerations in regard to particular pro.
Pposals of the measure to which I intend to
call the attention of the House and the
Minister, and to which I would ask the hon,
gentleman to give further consideration. As
regards this competition with public com-
panies which are carrying on exactly the
same business, if it is to be at all fair both
the public cornpanies and the Publie Trustee
should be armed with exactly the same
powers and authorities. That is not so
under the Bill. The Public Trustee, under
the terms of the measure, will have an
cnormous advantage in some respects, par-
ticularly in connection with small estates of
under £500 in respeet of which the person
who owns the estate dies intestate and where
the Public Trustee will be absolutely with-
out any need for application to the court
but will ipso facto be appointed administra-
tor.

I am pointing ont tha advantages the
public trustee would have. There is o fur-
ther feature of the Bill, to whieh, when we
reach it, T shall have special attention given
—the feature of a common pool. The idea
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of the Bill is that the public trustee will
vollect in money the assets of different
estates and put them all into a ¢ommon pool,
and then all the estates will share like and
like out of that common pool; whereas, of
course, in the case of public companiecs
carrying on the business of executors and
trustees every estate is on its own basis. If
the Minister died tomorrow and left one of
theose puhlie companies appointed in his will
as executor, then what his beneficiaries would
zot would be the full value of his assets.

For instanee, ha might have some asset of
extraordinarily high earning capacity, and
his beneflciaries would get that. There would
he no common pool, no sharing, no carrying
some other estates that had very poor earn-
ing capacitics. However, that is a malttter
for the Committee stage. There are various
other smaller matters in Committee to which
T shall ask the Minister to give considera-
tion; but on the whole I welcome the Bill
for the reason 1 have given. I am prepared
at any time, in respect of any serviee that is
offered to the publie, to invite the highest
degree possible of eompetition, to let it work
itself out, and let the most efficient and most
eapahle, and of course most reasonable in
respect of charges, survive.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [815]: T intend to
support the Bill introduced by the Minister
for Justice. To my mind the measure is
rather belated. Western Australia happens
10 be the only State of the Commonwealth
- -in this term I will for the moment include
the Dominion of New Zcaland—in which
there is not appointed a publie trustee. Tt
has been mentioned by the member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Kecenan) that there is
competition in Western Australia now
between the two trostee companies operating
here. T am alwavs suspicious of competi-
tion between two businesses. T do not say
there is any agreement hetween them, but I
do know that their charges for services are
precisely the same. And that is also the
type of competition existing between insur-
ance companies in Western Australia, They
number more than two: but theirs is the type
of competition that I hope this Bill will
aceentuate, and will convert into a real com-
petition. T am no great believer in public
enterprises of many sorts, but T hold that
there are in our cconomy certain functions
which only a Government ean earry ont suc-
cessfully and satisfaetorily; and this is one
of them.
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I have had occasion to examine the legis-
lation of the Eastern States in this respect.
Victoria has certainly taken the lead in the
matter. In 1938 the Vietorian Government
passed its Act entitled the Trustee Com-
panies Act. The Victorian measure I con.
sider the finest in Awustralia today. There
were operating in the State of Vietoria no
less than 11 trustee companies. By the
Vietorian Act—and I am sorry that the
Minister for Justice did not inelude a pro-
vision of that type in his Bill—every private
trustec company Aect was repealed, and all
the companies were placed in Schedule 2 of
the Victorian Public Trustee Act, Seetion 17
of which prescribes maximum fees. Conse-
quently all the trustee companies operating
in Vietoria, to the number of 11, have been
placed under control as regards fees by n
maximom  provision. I know the fees
charged in Western Australin, having un-
fortunately had an experience of a private
character that I do not wish to obtrade upon
members. 1 have here a booklet issued by
the Victorian Government entitled *“The
Publie Trustee.” The Victorian feea are
certainly highly reasonable in regard to the
trusts undertaken. On any sum up to
£5,000, the fee is 2% per eent.: on all in
exeess of £5,000 up to £10,000, 2 per cent.;
on all in excess of £10,000, 1 per cent.

Mr. Hughes : There is nothing very cheap
nbout that; 215 per cent. on up to £5,000
is not cheap.

Mr. BOYLE: I suppose personal experi-
enee i3 worth a good deal, like other typea of
experience; and my own experienee is that
in Western Australia that sort of freatment
is not obtainable. 1 do not think that the
trustee companies operating in Western
Aunstralin objcet to the Bill. In a private
conversation T had with a director of one of
those companies he expressed an opinion

very much on the lines of that in-
dieated by the member for Nedlanda
{(Hon. N. XKeenan). Apparently that

director's company does not object fo the Bill.
If those companies do not object to the Bill
I suppose we shonld not have occasion to
do so. T weleome it for other reasons, be-
canse this calm aceeptanee of a soon-to-be-
accomplished fact is more philosophic than
real. Ii is a new thing in bhusiness to wel-
come competition.

Mr. Raphael: Tt is all vight as long as it
is clection time.
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Mr. BOYLE: Competition between such
companies usually ends in a merger, The
hooklet to which I have referred contains
all the information that eould be desired in
regard to the administration of cstates. In-
cidentally, the Public Trustee of New Zea-
land is administering estates valued at sixty
million pounds.

The Minister for Justice: Nearly 6414
million pounds!

Mr. BOYLE: The Public Trostee of South
Australia is working on a commission as
low as 134 per cent. A weakness in the Bill
is the fact that it does not preseribe the fees
to be charged. In Victoria, as I have pointed
out, the maximum fees chargeable by com-
panies are preseribed by the Act, the com-
panies being brought under the Act in a
schedule to it. The Minister would have
been well advised to adopt the Victorian Aet
in teto. It is a tried piece of legislation
and has been in foree, with sueccess, for
three years. The business of our local trus-
tee companies is by no means small, The
W.A. Trustee Company is today handling
estates to the value of 814 million pounds.
I do not know the value of the estates con-
trolled hy the Perpetual Trustees Company,
but it must run into several millions.

A feature of this matter that appeals to
me is that the business is earrted on in per-
petuity. That is a reason why deceased per-
song’ estates ghould be under the care of the
Government of a country. I am not in any
way impugning our loesl trustee companies.
These are fortunate in their chairmen of
direetors, who are two of the most able and
upright men in Western Australia, We have
no guarantee, however, that with the passage
of time an entirely different directorate
might not take charge of those companies.
They may have a different type of chairman.
Companies ave not infallible, nor is the Gov-
cernment, hut at least the Government is re-
sponsible to the people and a publie trustee
in turn is responsible to the Government
that appoints him. That the Government
should have the care of deceased person.'
estates is in the interests of living persons
who henefit from the estates. Recently I
have had experience of grave departures
from the lines npon which I consider the af-
fairs of an estate should be conducted. On
that account I have devoted a considerable
amount of attention to legislation of this
charaeter, and I was amazed when I learneid
how far Western Australia was behind the
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Eastern States, from Queensland to South
Australia, and also New Zealand. in this
matter.

The measure is a belated one. As the
member for Nedlands (Hon, N. Keenan) has
pointed out, there are deficiencies in it; for
example, no provision is made for the fees
to be charged. Not only does the Victorian
Government set out the fees, but it issues a
hooklet in which they are plainly set forth.
The Bill varies somewhat from the legisla-
tion of the other States, partieularly New
South Wales. In my opinion, the Minister
was unfortnnate in that he did not adopt the
legislation passed by one of the best Gov-
ernments in Aunstraliz, namely, the Country
Party Government of Vietoria. I am sure
he would have received much instruction
from that Government. The Country Party
Government of Viectoria is not afraid to
tackle vested interests. It is tackling prob-
lems from which we scem to shrink, and it
iz solving them. It had the courage to in-
clade in its Act erveating a public trustec
every trustee company in Vieloria, and there
are cleven of them. It had the courage to
repeal legislation that vested in private eom-
panies in Vietoria coutrol of their particu-
lar concerns by means of separate Acts,
which is what we have done in this State.
Those companies were all brought within the
seope of the Aet and are now under the con-
trol of the Government so far as their fees
are eoncerned. T commend this suggestion
to the Minister and support the second read-
ing.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [8.27]: I
have some donbt as to whether today is the
time to establish o new Government depart-
ment. My general views are well known to
members. They are that the sphere of Gov-
ernment is to regulate, and that it should be
left to private enterprise to conduct busi-
ness.

Mr. Tonkin: What ahout the railways?

Mr. ABBOQTT: I question whether they
wonld not be hetter under a trust. As to
one point, my friend the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) is probably under a mis-
apprehension. He seems to imagine that
the fees chargeable by private companies
are not now under control. His impression
is wrong. The private Acts of our two
local trustee companies merely prescribe the
maximom fee they may charge. The charges
can always he reviewed by a judge of ounr
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Supreme Court. I suggest there is no more
proper person in the State {o review sueh
charges than the judges of our Supreme
Court.

Mr. Needham : That is what they are there
for.

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes. A beneficiary who
feels that the statutory mazimum charge is
teo high can apply very cheaply to the
court to have it reviewed; and the court
will, if it thinks fit, reduce the amount.
Probably the functions of & publie trustee
are different from those of an ordipary
business enterprise. That bheing so, I have
not the objection to this Bill that I other-
wise would have if it were sought to estab.
lish » Government department of a trading
character, It is doubtful whether the depart-
ment will not be a charge on the Treasury for
some years, for although from the accounts
snbmitted to this House it may not appear
so, there may bhe indireet charges such as
those that would be made for rent.

Apart from the general principle, there
are one or two faults I have to find with
the Bill. The public trustee is given the
rizht o take out administration or apply
for probate in the event of no application
being made by a party within three months,
I think that period is a little too short,
beeause persons interested may be oversea,
T do not think there should he a right to
interfere within such a short period, and
I suggest that six months should be stipu.
lated. If no one takes aetion within six
months the public trustee should have the
right to apply for administration or pro-
bate, as the case may be.

Another point is that the public trustee
may fix the charges of the experts he em-
ploys. I suggest that that is not correet,
because there are other Acts flxing the
charges that are to be paid to experts usually
employed by trustees, such as land egenta.
who already have their own scale of charges.
T suggest it would be more suitable for a
publie trustee to have to pay the ordinary
chavges that would be paid by a private
frustee to experts in similar cireumstances.

\anin, there is provision as to what legal
professional assistance should be obtained.
Tn this connection I suggest that the pro.
vigions in the Vietorian Aet are more suit-
able than those the Minister has had drafted.
T suggest that it should be provided that
the solicitor who is nominated in the will
shonld be employed. If no solicitor is nom-
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inated, then the solicitor employed should be
the one who drew up the will. The portion
of the Bill dealing with this matter could
perbaps be deleted and another clause in-
serted in lieu, and I refer the Minister to the
provisions of the Vietorian Act.

Under the Bill the public trustee is given
certain eonsiderable advantages not enjoyed
by private trustees at present.  For in-
stanee, he may carry on the business of the
deceased, even though no provision is made
in the will for him to do so. A private
trustee cannot do this without the estate
being put to the expense of an applieation
to the eourt. I ask the Minister whether
he will consider amending the private Acts
to give similar powers to private trustees.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Minister ¢annof
amend them; they arve private Aets.

Mr. ABBOTT: I stand eorrected. I ask
the Minister, then, whether a move for such
an amendment would have his support.
Power hos been given in the Bill to the
publie trustee to pay out sums up to £100
te any beneficiary without the sanction of
the court. That is a pood provision and the
power shauald be given also to private
trastees, I wonder if the Minister would give
his support to an amendment of the private
Aects along those lines?

Apart from the fact that T am doubtfut
whether this is the time for the establish-
ment of another Government department, 1
consider that the measure will probably
furnish a convenience to many people in
cirenmstances where possibly private trustees
would not he prepared to aect.  There are
some estates that have large assetz but such
heavy liahilities that no private trustee
would be willing to undertake the reospon-
sibility. TIE the public trustee were prepared
to aceapt that responsibility, a service wonld
he done to the community which is not at
present available to it.

MR. McDONALD (West Perih) [8.36]:
Before the Minister replies, and without
specifically covering the provisions of this
Bill which have alvendy been dealt with by
previous speakers, I urge the Minister to
give consideration to a new Trustees Aet.
The foundation of the powers and duties of
trustees—whether they are public trustees,
public eompanies or private individunls- is
the trustee law of a conntry, Qur Trusteea
Aect of 1900 is hased on the English Aet of
1893, and i= nearing its fiftieth birthday.
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Long ago England overhauled its Trustees
Act and brought it up to date to meet mod-
ern conditions, and numbers of the Eastern
States of Ausiralia bave also reviewed and
re-enacted their trustee law to bring it up
te date. The Minister would be rendering a
great service to the comumunity if he would
undertake to present a new Trustee Act to
this House, not so much with the objeect of
assisting or easing the duties of trustecs—
although that ts important—hbut for the pur-
pose of simplifying procedure and saving a
great deal of expense oceasioned to estates
and beneficiaries.

There are many instances in which a
trustee has no discretionary powers and is
compelled to go to the court for direetion.
That is inevitably an expensive process, and
if we adapted the up-to-date provisions con-
lained in Tastern States Aects we would
¢lothe our trustees with much wider powers
and diseretions than they now possess, relv-
ing on their experience—I think with justi-
fication—to ensure their using their powers
properly. In any event they would always
be under the control of the eourt. 1f the
Minister wonld give consideration to a new
Trustee Aet mecting the development of
modern conditions, he would render a ser-
vice to the people and to the estates of those
whose affairs have to be administered hy
trustees.

ME. WATTS (Katanning) [8.40]: I was
rather surprised when the Minister intro-
duecd this Bill that he did nof supply us
with more information as fo the results of
the operations of the Curator of Intestate
Estales; as to what suceess, for example,
had been met with regarding trust estates
within the limited jurisdiction of that officer,
and information of that kind whieh, I have
no douht, is readily available to him, and
which he would have been justified in givine
to this House in order that members might
know as mueh about an important matier ot
this kind as the Minister and those under
hix eontrol. However, he did not see fit to
dn it, not to any extent anyway, and there is
nothing as far as I am concerned to show
me that there is any substantial need for a
puhlie trustee as eontemplated by this Bill.

We have only been told broadly speaking
{hat there have been, and are, publie trustees
in various other places, including the other
Anstralinn  States and New Zealand, and
{hat #he opcrations of those officials there
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have heen alleged to have been useful and
satisfactory. For the sake of uniformity,
presumably, we are to follow ir their foot-
steps and have the same type of official here.
I suppose there is some substance in those
reasons for an official trustee, and I am pre-
pared to concede that the Act which gov-
erned the affairs of the Curator of Intestate
Estates was one limited in its eapacity and
justified some amendment or extension of
the authority conferred on the curator,

This Bill abolishes the Cuvator of Iutes-
tate Estates, as we know him, and substi-
tutes in his plaece the public trustee. This
trustee is to be eclothed with all the powers
which would he given to a trustee appointed
by a testator in a case where the testator's
will had been earefully drawn to allow that
trustee or executor to have fairly extensive
powers in the management of the estate.
These powers are all to he conferred on the
official officer when handling an estate,
simply because he is an official appointed by
the Crown, and therefore, presumably, unable
to make any of the errors which the Trustes
Act assumes could e made by trastecs and
executors appointed by testators. In a num-
ber of eases they have not that authority
unlezs eonferred on them by the person mak-
ing the will.

Without going into details, I refer to one
or two items mentioned by previous speakers.
I see no justification for the public trustee
having any wider antbority than any othe:
trustee. I am, therefore, in agreement with
the member for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald:
that there should have been, in precedence to
this Bill, an amendment to the Trustee Act
for reconstruetion of that Aect so that the
whole of the duties and obligations of trus-
tees could be made to include the publie
trustee and be the subject of eonsideration by
the legislature before we indulge in new
practices as proposed in this measure. Wa
are not, of course, in that happy position.
We have ne Bill to amend, or counsolidate, ar
reconstruet the Trustees Act. We have this
Bill before us.

It is doubtful, and I will ask the Minister
to clear these points up, whether under this
Bill the publie trustee, acting in the capacity
of administrator in an intestate estate, is
going to be subject to the same type of con-
trol as is found in Section 18, I think it is,
of the consolidated Administration Aet. An
ordinary administrator eannot sell or mort-
gawe the property he holds from the testator
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without cither an order of the court or the
consent of all persons beneficially entitled
to the estate. As I read this Bilt the public
trusiee will be able, without any such order,
of his own volition, to deal, by way of mort-
gaging or selling, with such property with-
out the consent of the beneficiaries or an
order of the Court. That is entirely un-
Justified. If it is good for a publie trustee
.to have such anthority then it is equally
good for the private administrator. I arguoe
that it is good for neither, Section 18 ol
the Administration Act, which I previously
mentioned, should be retained, and should
apply fully and effectnally against the pub-
lic trustee.

The public trustee will be an official sit-
ting in Perth with a knowledge of country
matters which will probably be very slight.
He will, no doubt, be dealing in many cases
with the affairs of farmers and others con-
cerning whose operations he knows little or
nothing, and about which be has little means
of aequiring information. It seems to me
for that, and other reasons, that he should
not be in any hetter position than o privata
administrator in a similar case. I ask the
Minister, when he is dealing with this mat-
ter in his reply, or when he comes to thai
clause in Committee, to explain to us what
Justifieation he finds, for I find very little,
if any, for enabling the publie trustee to
have better opportunities for dealing with
trust estates, not only than private adminis-
trators and private exeeators, but alse
those ¢ompanies for whom 1 hold ne
hrief, and with whem at times I have been
very dissatisfied. They have been appointed
by ac¢ts of Parliament; their fees have been
regulated, and they have been carrying on
for a number of years. There is another
part of the Bill to which I wish fo make
some teference, and that is in regard to
the public irustee being able to obtain the
right of administrator or execcutor in an
cstate of under £500 by simply lodging
notice of his election so to do.

The Minister for Justice: That is given to
the Curator of Intestate Estates.

Mr. WATTS: Perhaps the Minister will
allow me to proceed as I wish to do. In the
olden days, before the Federal bankruptey
law eame into operation, loeal courts were
able to deal with bankrupt estates when the
liability did not exeeed £200. I do not know
how many applications were made under
the Loecal Courts Act in that regard, but
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I do know that in recent years there have
been o large number of people, the assets
of whose departed dear ones have been less
than £500, who have had to come to Perth,
make personal application, hang around for
a period of days in order to have the applica-
tion put through, and finally go home with
letters of administration. If it is reason-
able and proper for the public trustee to
be able to elect in those cireumstanees, surely
it is equally reasonable in all small estates of
this kind. I can assnre the Minister it
would be a considerable convenience to the
publie if loeal eourts were given some juris-
diction in regard to the granting of probate
or letters of administration in very small
estates. If that were done, it would be better
to empower the public trustee to make ap-
plication to such a court in the normal and
ordinary way rather than have the somewhat
cumbersome provision of this Bill.

The Bill first authorises the publie trustee
{o make his election and if, after he has
made the election, he discovers that the
estate is worth more than £500, he has to
inform the eourt and proceed to apply for
administration in the ordinary way. If sub-
sequently he diseovers that the person died
not intestate, but testate, he has to start all
over again. It seems to me that the proper
way to deal with these small estates, both
for the public trustee and others concerned,
would be the way that would not deprive
the Supreme Court of the slightest bit of
its jurisdiction, but would give jurisdietion
to responsible magistrates of the loeal court
to deal with them inexpensively and for the
public benefit. The method outlined in tha
Bill may possibly have been adopted from
some other State or from some other Act
in this State, but it is definitely eaj vble of
improvement. I commend my suggestion to
the Minister because I tell him frankly he
would bhe giving quite a serviee to poor
people in country distriets. We cannot con-
fine the service wr are anxious to render to
people who reside within easy distanee of
the metropolitan area. Western Australia
is a large State, and as long as we have
responsible officers to denl with these prob-
lems, T cannot see any reason why they
should not be given authority in a limited
way to deal with them.

The last point I wish to mention is the
common fund to which the member for Ned-
lands made reference. I say quite definitely
that I agree with him. T cannot for the life
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of me understand why the whole of the in-
vestments from a number of estates should
be pooled in & common fund and, so far-as
their income-earning eapacity is concerned,
lose their identity.

The Minister for Justice: They need not
he pooled if the testator desired oftherwise.

Mr. WATTS: That in itself is cumber-
some, I have heard no reason advanced and
I wonder what reason can be advanced to
show the neecssity for establishing this com-
mon fund, and then require any particular
testator to dig himself out.

The Minister for Justice: The provision
is similar to one operating’in New Zealand
and New South Wales.

Mr. WATTS. That might be so, and as
I said at the beginning of my remarks, it
might be desirable to have uniformity pro-
vided it is suitable, but I think this is most
unsuitable.  We know perfectly well that
there are investments of various kinds, some
of which return a fair income, some of which
return praectically nothing and some of which
return far too much, but we do not want to
hring all down te the same level by the com-
mon fund. If we are going to retain this
provision in the Bill, the public trustee is
likely to get the unprofitable estates, beeanse
the people whose property is likely to earn
any large income will not have it in this
eommon fund. Even though the people may
have the right to pull out, they would rather
not be in a scheme which is likely by error,
inadvertence or accident, to deprive their
beneficiaries from obtaining the income they
expected from years of hard work.  The
whole thing needs to be reconsidered.

A good deal of the Bill should be recon-
siflered in the light of the conditions pre-
vailing in this State. For instance, people
in Vietoria do not have to travel many miles
to reach their eapital eity. Many of the
most important people in this State do have
Lo travel long distances, That is one way
in which we cannot get uniformity with a
State like Vietoria or even a Dominion like
New Zealand, which is not a very large
country. While uniformity is desirable so
long as it is not unsuitable to our own condi-
tions, T contend that we ought to be able to
lexislate for the eonvenience of our own State
and in the light of onr own eireumstances.
T shnll support the second reading beeause
T realise there is justifieation for the Bill. I
appreciate that the Curator of IYntestate
Fstates Act has perhaps not been as com-
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prehensive as it could usefully have been.
Ilowever, when we reach the Committee
stage, as I have already indicated, there will
he some controversy on details of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna—in reply) [8.58]: I
thank members for the reecption accorded
the Bill. I assure them that when the mea-
sure was being drafted all such Acts of
countries of the British Commonwealth of
Nations were consulted, and the draftsman
considered what would be the most sunitable
provisions for Western Australia. I fully
appreciate that there may be differences of
opinion. Speaking as a layman, I think the
proposed common fund a very good idea,
beeausze it will really give everyone an op-
portunity of having his estate invested in
security. There will be a guarantee not only
by the Government, but by the Parliament
of this State, and the business will be seru-
tinised by the Auditor-General.

There is little that calls for reply on tha
second reading beeause most of the points
advanced can be dealt with in Commiitee.
The Bill is essentially one for consideration
in Committee. I ask members to have their
proposed amendments placed on the notice
paper so that due consideration may be given
them. I fecl that in some respects we can
compromise, though as to others we may not
agree. However, upon the whole we should
arrive at a reasonable measure, one that will
assist the people of this State in general and
be of special advantage to beneficiaries.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—TRATFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commitlee.

Resumed from the 16th September. Mr.
Marshall in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 3—Amendment of Seetion 9: Peri-
ods for which licenses may be issued:

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
on the clause, which was partly considered.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I movs
an amendment—

That ir line 2 of Subparagraph (ii} of para-
graph {a) of Subsection 4 of proposed new

Section 9, after the word ‘year’’ the word
““or’’ De inserted.

This is merely a consequential amendment.
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Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That in paragraph (a) of Subseetion 4 of
proposed new Scetion 9 immediately below
Subparagraph (ii}, » new subparagraph be in-
serted as follows:— ¢ (iii) for the fourth
quarter of the preceding year.'’

This also is & eonsequential amendment. Tha
words were omitted from the original draft.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That in line 7 of Subparagraph (ii) of para-
graph (a} of Subsection 4 of proposed ncw
Section 9, after the words '‘half year’’ the
words ‘‘or fourth quarter’’ he inserted.

This amendment completes the paragraph.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment—

That at the end of paragraph (f) of Sub.
section 4 of proposed mew Section 9, the fol-
lowing words be added:—“But in no case
shall the minimum penalty be jncreased beyond
the amount applicable to the ease under Sub-
section 2 of Section 5 of the principal Act.’?
The penalty in question relates to the omis-
sion of an owner to return his number plates
on the due date. My complaint against the
paragraph is that it is altogether too indefi-
nite. I want to know what the words “any
other penalty” refer to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The vea-
son for the paragraph is that fees not paid
nmust be paid, plus any additional penalty
the court may impose; otherwise the man
who did not register would be under ne
greater expense than the man who did
register. There must be some means of comn-
pelling people to rveturn the number plates.
With respeet to pennlties, the measure pro-
vides that where the annua! license fee is less
than £1 the penalty shall not be less than the
annual license fee, and that where the an-
nnal license fee is greater than €1 the
penalty shall be £1 or not less than one-half
of the annnal license fee, whichever Is the
greater, 1 see no great objection to the
amendment of the member for Williams-
Narrogin.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment-—

That in line 11 of paragraph (b} of Sub.
seetion 6 of proposed uew Section 9 the
words ‘‘one-half’’ be struck out and the words
“<one-fourth’’ inserted in liew.

Apparently, the words in lines 11 and 12
have been accidentally transposed. It ean
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be taken Tov granfed that it a license is
granted in the second quarter, the rebate
will be the amount pertaining to the expired
quarter,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I offer
no objeetion to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment—

That in line 12 of paragraph (b) of Sub.
seetion G of proposed new Bection 9 of the
words ‘‘onc-fourth'’ he struek out and the
words “‘one-balf’’ inserted in liew.
This amendment is consequential upon the
previous amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment—

That the following new subscetion, to stund
as Subsection 7, be added:—*“When a license is
granted for a trailer pursuant to paragraph
(f) of Subsection 2 of this section, the fee
for such license shall be that proportion of the
prescribed aunusl license fee for a trailer that
the period for which the lieense is applied for
bears to a full year.”?
1t would therefore follow that the fee for
one month would he one-twelfth of the
anuual feey for twe months, one-sixth, and
for a quarter, one-fourth. This amendment
is consequential upon a previous amendment
dealing with trailers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment is necessary since the Committee
Lias agreed to the previous amendment deal-
ing with trailers.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 4—Amendment of Scetion 10.

My, DONEY : 1 propose to move an nmend-
ment  which aims at putting forward
the date upon which the reduced fee would
operate from July to the 1si January, 1942,
Had it heen possible to hroadeast soch
amendment to loeal "authorities they would
probably have found it a suitable way out
of the difficulty facing them. Loecal govern-
ing bedies throughout the State are now
beeoming aware what these reductions mean
and consequently are hardening against the
retrospective clause, which would mean an
end to any reasonable road maintenance
programme. The position is a precarious
one and even worse than was expected by
those authorities. Assuming that all license
fee rebates of 23 per cent. are eredited to
the next annual license fee due, that is, by
the 1st July, 1942, the reduced revenue to
be received on that date would be further
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reduced by 25 per cent. and the rebate
would be due in eash; therefore, the collee-
tions of local governing bodies from this
source ns on the lst July, 1942, would be
only 45 per cent. of their normal revenue.
In those cirenmstances it is very plain that
essentially there must be this advancing of
the die date. T move an amendment—

That in line 4 of paragraph (ii) of proposed
new Subsection la the word ‘‘any’’' be struck
out and the word ‘"the’’ inserted in lieu, and
that afier the word ‘‘period’’ the words ‘‘of
any lMeense'' be inserted.

[Mr: Withers took: the Chuir.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I take
it the idea is that the Bill should take effect
from the lst January?

Mr. Doney: That is correet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then if
the hon. memher will move to strike out the
word ‘July” with the object of inserting
“January” and afterwards to sirike out the
word “one” with the object of inserting
“two,” I propose to report progress so that
we can see how the amendment will affect
the Bill. , I have no objection to making it
operative from the 1st January, 1942, in-
stead of July last.

Mr. DONEY: I am very pleased to know
that the Minister will acoommodate himself
to my wishes in this eonnection. How does
he feel with respeet to the change that
would be effected by the other two altern-
tions I referred to? Daes he agree ns to
their need? As I see it now, oficr altering
the date to 1942, under the Bill a man who
took out a full year’s license in 1941 would
not he entitled to his 25 per cent. in ve-
speet of that portion of his license operating
in the second half year from the 1st Tanuary.
1942, onwards.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We can
adjust all that once we have determined
when the measure shall become operative.

Mr, DONEY: T am prepared to with-
draw my amendment and recommit the Bill
later, if neeessnvy.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. DONXEY: T move an amendment—

That in line 6 of paragraph (ii} of proposed
new Subsection (la) the word ““July’™ be
struck ont and the word ‘“Januarv?’ inserted
in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.
AMr. DONEY: I move an amendment—

That in line 7 of paragraph (ii) of pro-
posed new Subsection (la) the word ‘‘one’’
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be striek out with a view to inscrting the
word *ftwo.”’

Amendment (to strike ont word) pat and
passed.

Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment—

That the word ‘'two’’ be inserted in lien of
the word struck out.

Mr. I, C. L. SMITH : When these amend-
ments were first mooted, and the member for
Williams-Narrogin proposed to strike out
the word “any,” the MMinister asked him not
to procecd with the amendment but to alter
the word “July” to “January” and he would
then ask the Committee to report progress.
That has not been done and I constder the
Committee has been misled.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let us
be guite elear. The amendment is to insert
the word “two.” The measure would then
be operative from the first day of January,
1642, At that stage I would report pro.
gress,

Mr, F, C. L. SMITH: I appreciate that
if we alter the Bill so that the refunds
operate after Janmary, 1942, there will he
refunds for only half a year. Buat when
the Minister said he was going to report
progress I thought he was going to do so
in ovder lo aseertain what would be the
vfieet of the change of date.

Mr. Watts: So he is!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: It we pass this
amendment we change the date. What pos-
sible alteration can subsequantly be made?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Instead
of the retrospective part of the Bill heing
operative from the 1st Julv this vear, it is
proposed to make il operative from the st
Junnary next year, We pat the date for.
ward six months. There would be ne refund
Tor any license taken oul te the cnd of this
vear. The licensing period is from the 1st
July to the 30th June next vear. Instead of
penalising the loeal authorities to the
extent of having to pay hack the
whole of the license fees levied for the full
financial year, the proposal now is to make
it operative from the 1st January next year.
Those paying for the full financial year will
be entitled to such refund as wonid operate
from the 1st January te the end of June.
Take the case of an £8 license. The man
who has paid £4 up to the end of this year
is all right; he ean apply after the redueed
license tekes place next year to pay only £3
to the end of June. The man who has pail
£5 for the full year to the end of June next
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would either have to get & refund of £1, os
a credit for that amount. If this is agreed
to, the local authorities would not be penal-
ised to the extent of paying back for the
whole of the year but only for the half-year
from the Ist January to the end of June,

Mr. Doney: Where they have spent the
money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Perth City Council has written to that effect,
as have also country municipal eouncils, They
are all just waking up. They desire that this
Bill shall operate as from the st Jannary.

Mer. Doney: T think it will suit every one
of them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
is the property of the House and every
member shonld understand what is being
done. The local authorities have informed
ns that they will be in an impossible posi-
tion. The Kalgoorlie Rond Board said it
would have to refund £800, and has not got
it. Tt is working on overdraft and is in des-
perate straits because of that. It would be
ahle, and wonld have to manage the refund
for the balance of the year. A great many
licenses have been taken out for a lesser
period—a half year. If the Bill passes, a
quarterly licensing period will come in. At
present many licenses have been token out
to the end of this present year and on them
there will be no refund,

Mr. Doney: To the end of the half year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those
who have taken licenses out for the full year
must not he penalised as against those whe
take them out from January to June. This
means that road hoards will be allowed to
have rchates to the extent of half a year.
The new Act wounld come into force on the
1st January. If the desire is that it should
have retrospective force regarding licenses
from the 1st July, say so now.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is too
late now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: “Two”
is not in yet.

Mr, Doney: At present it is retrospeetive
to Jannary, 1941,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: “One”
has heen struek out. The insertion of “two”
would make it operative from the 1st Janu.-
ary, 1942. I propose to report progress to
sscertain what the Bill provides in respect
of licenses taken out.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The Minister’s ex-
planation is clear encugh. Apparently we
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have proceeded too far with amending the
clause for it to be altered,

The Minister for Works: It can be re-
committed.

Mr. P. C. L, SMITH: I protest against
the time being advanced to January. Ap-
parently this is a Bill in the interests of the
road boards. The Minister is agreeable to
alter it because some road boards are in
financial diffienities.  They can extend to
motorists rebates rather than give them cash
for the extra charges. The whole purpose
of the Bill was to relieve motorists, not road
boards. It was brought in to give justice
to motorists whose mileage will be reduced
because of petrol rationing, which started
from July of this year if not before that.

Mr Cross: It did.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Justice should he
done by motorists from the time when petrol
rationing started, and the rebate should be
extended to that time. T protest against the
alteration.

Mr. THORN: 1 agree with this amend-
ment. [t would he most unfair to loeal gov-
erning bodies if the Chamber agreed to this
retrospective legislation. Local aunthorities
have budgeted for their works programmes
for the year, and their difficnlties will be
great if they have to refund license fees for
this half year. The possibility exists for
them to postpone their obligations to the
next half year heeause the large majority of
motorists have only licensed for the eurrent
half year. When the licenses for the next
half year eome in, the road boards will have

some funds to meet their obligations. The
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe men-
tioned that this measwre is to hene-

fit the motorist because of his reduced
petrol ration. A lot of consideration has
been given to the motorist by the Liquid
Fuel Control Board If is only the private
motorist today who is severely penalised.

Mr. Cross: He should get more relief from
this measure,

Mr. THORN: This Bill is giving him
equitable relief. Other sgections of the
motoring eommunity—those engaged in the
mining industry and my own producing see-
tion—have yeceived B5 per cent. of the 50
per cent. eut back and their running todav
is not so severely restrieted. I hope this
amendment will be agreed to. We must
show our local authorities some eonsidera-
tion.
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Mr, Cross: Cannot they be given assistance
in some other way?
Mr, Doney: What other way?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order!

AMr. THORN: Local bodies operate in an
honorary eapacity. They budget for eertain
work and that has put them in difficulties.
We should give them relief to whatever ex-
tent possible. I hope the Minister will be
allowed to report progress to consider the
effects on the remainder of the clauses.

Mr. TRIAT: I support the amendment
proposed by the member for Williams-
Nurrogin. During my last trip to the gold-
fields members of various road beards in my
electorate were very perturbed shout the
retrospective operations of the Bill.  They
realised that some reliel should be given to
men whose motor spirit supply had been ex-
tensively reduced, but they pointed out
that, owing to the enormous amount
of work done over a large area, most
of their money was absorbed at the
moment the license fee was paid.
Many of the boards wonld not have the
money to make the payments, and next
venr there will probably be very Ilittle
revenue from motor licenses. I cannot see
that any hardship would be inflicted if a
motorist paid the full license fee for the
current half.year and obtained a reduction
from the 1st January next. If that were
done the road boards, which have probably
spent more than they have received in motor
fees, wonld be given a chance to balance
their budgets. Should this legislation be
made retrogpective, hardship will be caused.
Many people in the back areas are doing
the same mileage and making as much
money a5 they did before, and a 25 per
cent. retrospective reduction would be a
windfall for them.

AMr. WATTS: The member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe has apparently lost sight of
another point. He objects to the amend-
ment which will defer the benefit to motor-
ists till after the 31st December next. We
do not know when the petrol rationing re-
striction is likely to be lifted in whole or
in part. If the Bill is passed, the benefit
to the motorist will continue until the mea-
sure is amended or repealed, thus restor-
ing the former conditions. After the re.
striction has been lifted Parliament could
delay the return to the former charges, and
oo injustice would be done.
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Mr. CROSS: T eannot support the amend-
ment, which savours of unfairness. The pri-
vate motorist has been cut down to four
or five pallons a month and is entitled to
some relief. TIs it fair to give the same 25
per cent. reduction to proprietors of busi-
ness vehicles doing nearly their previons
milesge ag to private molorists who can
travel only 15 or 20 miles a week? Greater
relief should be given to those whose petrol
supply has been cut so rigoronsly. On the
second reading I indicated a souree from
which relief could be granted. Bitumen is
not available for road-making and the money
obtained from the petrol tax must he spent
on roads. The Premier proposes to try to
get the local authorities to hand over the
traffic fees, when he will make good the
money from the petrol tnx. Why not make
from the same funds an allowance for road
construction equal to the amount lost by re-
duction of fees? There could be a stipuln-
tion that the money must be spent on road
eonstruction.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member must diseuss the amendment.

Mr. CROSS: I am giving a reason why
the amendment should not be agreed to.
Many private motorists consider that the
25 per cent. reduction would not be a fair
thing eveny if made retrospective. My sug-
gestion would do cqual justice to the travel-
ling public and the road boards and would
occasion no hardship to anyone. The need
for providing this relief would not recor.
Provision might he made that if the ration-
ing restrietion was lifted after the close of
the session the former fees could be auto-
matically restored.

Amendment put and passed.
Progress reported.

Houss adjourned at 9.48 p.m.




