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If there is any possibility of redress for
their wrongs, that is the point where they
can be dealt with. If petrol-driven Govern-
ment-owned vehicles are removed from the
scope of the Act, then the departmental
vehicles will be able to invade any bus route
and go hither and thither at wvill. If the
Government vehicles remain under the juris-
diction of the State Transport Co-ordination
Act, then the private owners will have at
least one point of contact for the airing of
their grievances. It seems to me entirely
wrong that the Government should en-
deavour to evade the application of its own
legislation. I hope the House in its wisdom
will reject the Bill and so compel the Gov-
ernment to conduct its new mobile form of
transport-that is the rub; it is much more
mobile than the trolley bus or the tram ear
-under the jurisdiction of its own Act. I
intend to vote against the second reading of
the Bill.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.8 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30)
p.m1., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE.

Gorernment Premabenw-

Hon. C. fl. LATHAII aked the Tea-
stirer: What amou~nt was pidi front revenue

and(/or loan funds, rtespectively, during
1940-41 by the Government to the State
tiovernment Insurance Office as premiums in
respect of (a) staff salaries;, (b) wages;. (e)
fire inurance?

The TREAS1URER replied: (a) and (b)
Total £108,995. (c) £531. The State Gov-
ermnent Insulrance Office does not keep sel)&-
rate fiures for Joan and revenue or for
salaries and( wages.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS.

Ref reshint Rooms.

Mr.* SEWARD asked the 'Minister for
Railways. 1, Is it the intention of the Rail-
wvay Departmnent to establish refreshment
facilities at Koojedlda Siding! 2, It so, in
view of the fact that there arc alrendy two
refreshmnent rooms between Spencer's Brook
a~nd Midland .Junction, what reasons exist
for establishing a third one? 3 , If question
-No. 1 is anmered in the affirmuative, what is
the estimated cost of erecting the necessary
buildings, alid is the department or- the stir-
ecsstiil tenderer to erect them? 4, In the
latter instance would the tenderer he com-
lk'lsnted for such expenditure should he lose
Ili-. contract by being outbid wvhen fresh
tenders are called? 5, If tenders were called
has any one heen accepted, and for what
amount? 6, Was any guarantee given a
successful tenderer regarding the number
of trains that would stop at Koojedda?

The "MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1., Retfreshment facilities for troop
Irains only have been available at Koojedda
sin1ce the list August. 2, To avoid thle
stopping of troop trains at the refreshment
rooms referred to. 3, The cost of any
building which the lessee mary consider
necessary is borne by him. 4, .No. 5, Y es,
for £1511 per annumn. 6, No.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURE.

Mulresh College.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: In view of the facts that (it)
tile paddock on the south side of the road
leading from the railway siding to Mjuresk
Agricultural College is so overgrown with
weeds, particularly wild radish, as to make
it almost imlpossible to harvest the crop, and
(b) the paddoclE opposite and on the north
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.idle of the same road is so overgrown with
Cape wreed ais to make it almost impossible
to see that the paddock has been fallowed,
will hie state-i, whether the work done in
those paddocks this year was carried out for
the purpose of illustrating to the students
the way farm work should not be done, or
2, whether it was merely the result of bad
work?7

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, Muresk Agricultural
College farm is not singular in having areas
inacessible to implements and teams by rea-
son of topographical features and weather
circumstances. The best use possible is
being made of the paddocks referred to and
the crops therein.

BILL-SOLDIERS, SAILORS
AIRMEN'S WILLS.

AND

Introduced by Mr. McDonald and rend a
first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42.

]n Committee of Suppfly.

Debate resumed from the 16th September
oil the Treasurer's Financial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates, Mr. 'Marshall in
th" Chbair.

1 %te-Tegislative Council, £1710:

HON. 0. G. LATHAN (York) [4.36]t
When the Treasurer introduced his Budget
last year we were unaware of what the
future held in store for us. Since then mnyn
things have htappened, but today, 1 r'egret
to say, the future is just as doubtful as it
was then and it is very difficult to appreciate
what might yet happen. Still, we are all
hoping that we shall not have to wait much
longer before wve see the prospect of peace
ahead of us. Although we in Australia are
far removed from the scene Qf the actual
fighting, a good deal of anxiety is experi-
eneed by our people on account of the
response that has been made by our young
men and women who have gone oversee on
our hehalf. War dislocates business con-
siderably. People who are engaged in busi-
ntess experience great difficulty because of
the fact that so many melt have enlisted for
active service. Parents, too, feel unsettled
for the samte reason. The people engaged
in secondary industries in this State have a

local market for the goods they produce, and
therefore their position is not ats bad as that
of the primary producers. These are the
ones who are suffering and feeling the
effects far more than is anyone else.

Luckily for us, pastoralists and agricul-
turists are this year experiencing a vcry good
season, and everyone hopes that it will be
the forerunner of many more that will enable
som11 of the leeway incurred in recent years
to be made tip. A few dry seasons are a
serious setback to those industries and the
whole of the people more or less suffer iii
conseqluence. When conditions are prosperous
every, body, derives a benefit, and the corn-
inanity is niore or less happy. We in Aus-
tralia. have a fixed price for wool-fixed
anyhow till the termination of the war and
12 months thereafter-but the trouble is
that wvhen the price was fixed costs were itot
nearly so high as they are today. On the
price at which the wool has been sold, it may'
he that the growers will find in the near
future that it will not cover the cost of pro-
(]action. By itvo stretch of imagination call
the price to the growers be said to be a good
one, but it is a reasolnalble price considering-
all the circumstances. Mfany pastoralists
and farmers think that the price should be
much higher. So do all of us. After all,
we are engaged in a wrar and must mqake~
sonic contribution.

The great advantage of alt assured price
is that one can budget for the future; hut
when there is a fluctuating mtarket it is ex-
ceedingly difficult to budget with any degree
of accuracy. In addition, the farmer has
to face the elemtents front time to timie and
that increases the difficulty. The whteat-
grower is not in such a bad position, becautse
this year he will receive a fixed price for his
wheat aitd will be fairly well off. Whether
that fixed price will be continued depends
upon the Commonwealth Government. I amn
not aware whethcr anything has been done
towards determining the price of wheat arler
this year. It must also be borne it miind
that the fixedl price is for a limited crop
only, so whether the State will derive an 'y
benefit from the fixed price is hard to say.
The prospects in South Australia are rather
good; in Victoria they arc reasonable, whilt
in New South Wales they are medium, al-
though recently that State has had more
Tain.

The Mintister for Lands: These heavy
rains may cause rust.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not at the present
time. I have no fear of that.

The Minister for Lands: Very heavy rain
has fallen iii the country today.

Hon, C. G. LATHAMI: I have not had
that information until now. I am not con-
ecrned about the present rainfall, because
the soil is exceedingly dry. Rust is to be
feared in muggy weather with heavy rain
jus..t when the seed is forming.

The problem facing us today is not the
production of lambs or of butter or eggs.
The marketing of those lproducts is the prob-
lem. Unfortunately, refrigerated space in
ships is very ttcaree and there is some douh,
whether we will be able to export our perish-
ables this year. Dairy farmers have been
a-ked to devote their attention to cheese pro-
(hiction, as cheese can lbe shipped through
the tropices without refrigeration. It will
serve as a useful food for the troops;- it is
eazi ly packed and can be distributed without
much waste. It is for that reason that dairy
farmers have been asked to turn their atten-
lion to the production of cheese instead of
butter. This year wve are sure to have a large
number of fat lambsg. The lambing season
generally has been extremely good. T am
not talking- about the pastoral areas, al-
though an improvement has taken place
there. These remiarks apply also to pork.
I hope that what Australia might term the
"North -Western poscition wvill ease, as there
may be a considerable market for us there
that is not available today. We must not
sit idly by and allow things to drift as they
have been. We must try to assist the people
ergaged in our industries. I am afraid we
have not done enough for them. From a
statement made by the Treasurer when intro-
ducing the Estimates I hope to hear a glow-
ing story from the Minister for Industrial
Development.

The Premier: Encouraging!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: At present there
is, very little to encourage anyone engaged in
industry in' this State. Aside from money
expiended by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment-and that is for the destruction of
ife--our secondary industries are but little

d~cveloped. We nre fortunate in that the
Commonwealth Government is expending
large sums of money in this State, because
we are about to enter upon a mechanical
a e and therefore we shall probably be in
t. position to provide employment for many
of our young people. Our main object

should be to ensure that the industries estab-
lished here in wartime are turned to profit-
able use when the war is over, so that those
engaged in them today will have employment
in the future. We do not want the unhappy
spectacle of large numbers of people out ot
employm1ent. We hear some growling, but
nevertheless we are enjoying a fair amount
of prosperity today. That has been brought
about by the war. 'The Premier mentioned
that the Commonwealth Government pro-
posed to spend £.5,000,000 on war contracts
in this State, and the circulation of that
large sumn will add to the limited prosperity
wre are experiencing.

The Premier: Sonic of those contracts,
have not been let.

l1on. C. G LATHAMI: A fair amount of
huilding is in progress here for the Common-
wealth Gov-ernmnt, There is a shortage of
lahour, although I do not so much object to
that so long as we can keep the want sup-
plied. That is about all we can expect. We d-)
not desire to have a rush of building work
followed by a long idle period in the trade.
Although our present prosperity may be
largely artificial, the State Treasury ought
to beneft and does benefit.

The Premier: That is why we have a sur-
Plus.

H1on. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. Our railway
earnings are up and so is our revenue from
taxation, more particularly since income tax-
ation has been collected at the source. It is
on that account that I am disturbed because
the Premier is budgeting for a deficit this
year. I cannot understand why the Govern-
ment should do so.

The Premier: You told us the story your-
self . Production costs are increasing all
round.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am takingr all
that into consideration, but the Government
is obtaining relief in other directions. Ex-
penditure is being met today by money cir-
culated by the Commonwealth Government
and from other sources. I therefore cannot
,understand why the Premier informed the
Committee that he had a certain sum of
money set aside by the Loan Council to
meet a deficit of £250,000.

The Premier: £200,0001
Ron. C. G. LATHAM: Is there justili-

cation for it?
The Premier: We could increase taxation.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM. There is no need

to do that. I want to see a reduction in
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taxation. We have to bear in mind that the
people from whom the State Treasurer is
collecting taxes are also paying taxes to the
Commonwealth Government. They are being
taxed to meet the war effort. It is difficult
to know how we shall find sufficient money
for the purpose. Evidently money is not
going to win this war; it will be won by
men and equipment. War is a wasting busi-
ness, and we ought to meet the expenditure
on it as much as possible at the time when
the expenditure takes place. Consequently,
we are justified in imposing high taxation
and borrowing as munch money as possible.
I notice the Federal Treasurer now pro-
poses to use hank credits; whatever he may
mean by that I am not in a position to say.
The member for M1ure-hison is not in his
seat, otherwise I presume he could tell me
what bank credits are. The trouble is that
there are so many different ideas about bank
credits; but if the term means that the Corn.
inonwealth Bank will lend the people's
money without interest, it does not mean
that we shall be able to pay interest on the
money taken from the people. I do not know
how long that will last.

Mr. Hughes: It will not last two (lays.
Hon. C. G. LATHIA1: It would be very

interesting if they withdrew all the money.
Mr. Hughes: It would be a marvellous

economic experiment.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We saw what hap.

pened, in a small way, with the State sav-
ings Bank in 1932. The Government has
been relieved, in the last two years, of the
very high number of unemployed for whom
it had to provide. Unfortunately, this ad-
ditional money is going into defence work.
There are not so many of these men here
now. Some are being absorbed in industry
and some are enlisting, and as a consequence
there is not the claim on the Government
there was a year or two ago. There will be
an increase in the basic wage; there has al-
ready been one. The pay roll tax also re-
lpresents a considerable increase to be met
by the Government. One lucky raing is
that the money is circulating here again.
That is the only advantage. It is paid to
the people who immediately set it circulating
again so that the Government gets some
benefit. It amounts to no less than half a
million.

The Premier: Not from the pay roll tax.
Hon. C. G. LATH AM: No, but from in-

creases in the basic wage, and other things

simultaneous with it, and the reclassification
of teachers' salaries. There will be a rise
in that direction because of the basic wage.
I suppose that this time teachers will ask
to be given the basic wage increase, the samie
as the rest of the civil service. They are en-
titled to ask for it too. That half million
ought to assist in increased earnings by
Government utilities and State trading con-
cerns. When the Treasurer was speaking I
promised to show him where he could make
up a good deal of this money,, and at a later
stage I propose to set out some nicans by
which he can get additional revenue without
additional expenditure.

The Premier: Give us the glad tidings.
Hon. C. G. LATH AM: No, a speech is

always finished up well by giving a hit of
cheer to the members who are good enough
to listen.

'Mr. Warndr: Roll them up wvith a bit of
finance.

Hon. C. G. LATITAM: The State Govern-
ment cannot elaini very much credit for
whatever prosperity exists in this State, be-
cause it is money circulated principally from
the Coniionwealtli Gavernment.

The Premier: Try to be generous!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is the duty of

the State Treasurer and everyone else to
reduce expenditure as much as possible, and
the Treasurer has told us that he has
attempted to do that in order to make pro-
vision for the Federal Treasurer to get as
much as possible to meet the war commit-
mnents when they occur. We have a respon-
sibility, as well ats the Federal Government,
to do all we can to see that our defences
aire put in as good order as possible. We
have to equip our men, and while we may
not have to find the money directly we have
to d~o our veryv best to see that whatever we
are Called Upon to do in that direction we
dlo. A very large number of men hare
.joined the colours for the purpose of defend-
ing this country, and a great number have
gone oversee. Every member of this House,
will acknowledge, with a great deal of ap-
preciation, the work dlone by the lads who
went oversee, and saw active service in
Greecee, Crete and on the 'Mediterranean
coast. They built up a wonderful reputa-
tion for themselves and for Australia as well.
We are very grateful to acknowledge it.

The Estimates obviously differ very little
from those of previous years. It is the same
old story-we authorise the expenditure of
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money and other people spend it. 'Most of
it is spent without any authorisation from
us. A great deal is spent under special Acts
of Parliament, and Arbitration Court
awards; Public Service Commissioners and
others of that type spend the balance. I
congratulate the Treasurer on finding a
surplus for the first timne in five years. Al-
though it is only a small amount, it reflects
a great deal of care in the exercise of ex-
penditure. At the same time we know that
the revenue exceeded considerably the amount
estimated, but usually with a rising revenue
there is a tendency by departmental officers
to exceed their votes. It is one of the diffi-
culties, that a Treasurer has from time to
time to write "No" across a minute submitted
to him asking him to excess the vote passed
by this House.

We collected lost year a sui of over
£3,000,000 in taxation. It is ai terrific
amount of money considering our population
of 469,000. Besides that a very substantial
amount has to he found for the Federal
authorities. The revenue received by
the Treasurer works out at £E24/10/ a
head for every man, woman, and child
of the population. There are services
rendered, such as transport and that sort of
thing, which are provided by it, but it is
a very substantial amount. It also includes
quite a number of other concerns besides,
these utilities-water supplies, sewerage and
that sort of thing.

If we have high taxes we ought to remem-
ber that we will not encourage people to
come here to invest their money in industry.
High taxation is what frightens them most
of all. I am anxious, as is everyone else,
to encourage new ventures and assist indus-
tries; that have been started by the expendi-
ture of Commonwealth money, and if we can
do that 'ye might establish something for
the post-war period.

Mr. J. Hegney: That has been the cry of
the Commonwealth as a whole in recent
years.

Ron. C. G. LATHA'M: Yes. If we make
this State attractive enough we ought to
get people here with money to engage in in-
dustry. No State offers better opportunities!
A terriffic amount of raw material is here,
and looking back over the years 'we see that
very substantial industries have started here
and remained, and, I think, are fairly pros-
perous. 'One is the condensed milk factory
which has a good market oversea. Others,

include tile cheese factories which have
started, and are not yet able coinpletely
to sup ply our own requirements, I am
hoping encouragement will be given to them
to increase their output because there is
also a market oversea for them. In addition,
concrete pipes are made hare. That concern
Seems to be doingK all right. Hardy's works
at Rivervale seem to he doing exceedingly
well. Most of the money, I realise, has been
spent a4 the result of Commonwealth funds
that were made available. However, the in-
dustries. that I have mentioned arc progress-
ing very, favourably and they have come
to stay.

The outstanding fact is, however, that
industries in this State have to fare the com-
petition of those operating in the Eastern
States, where the taxation is lower and labour
conditions better fromn the standpoint of
the employer. f feel inmpelled to point out
what I believe to be a mistake in connection
with our operations here; it is that in the
Eastern States manufacturers are allowed
to employ juniors in many industries. That
practice is not permitted in Western Aus-
talia. Whether or not that course is advis-
able is a topic we often discuss, but I shall
not deal with it at this stage. The fact re-
mains that such employment affords young
pecople a chance in life, and at the sanmc time-
makes available additional work for othrl
people. I shall not go into the reasons for
the closing down of a firm at Bassen dean
a little while ago, but if the statement made
at the time was true, that the firm couild
transfer its undertaking to Victoria, Mann-
facture its goods there and ship themn back
to this State for sale at a cheaper rate
than was possible to charge for the goods it
Manufactured here, there is something radi-
cally wrong somewhere. In this State indus-
trial condition., are governed by Arbitration
Court awards. Austrlia-I refer to the
Common wealth as a whole and not to West-
ern Australia alone-boasts of the standard
of living enjoyed by the people. That is;
all right, but at the same time we in this
State should ascertain if much cannot bhe
done to make Western Australia more attrac-
tive to people and so encourage them to
remain here.

One has but to travel throughout the
State to realise what advantages we have at
our disposal. A little wvhile ago when I
wvas at Coolgardie I was surprised to note
the extent of mineral wealth in that district.
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As a matter of fact, we know very little
about our own country. I was struck by the
rust quantity of feispar that is being mined
in the Coolgardic district and shipped away
from the State. The same applies to mica,
of which we have large quantities. The Min-
ister for Mines knows all about these mant-
ters; hut many people, even members of
this House, hare little acquaintance with
the mineral wealth we possess, that should
1)e profitabl 'y utsed. There must be a
mnarket. for ourv minerail wealth, and we
should take steps to find out where that
wealth can he disposed of. We should be
amble to compete in the markets of the world,
girea reasonable conditions. With that end
in view, I trust we shall closely serutinise the
operations under our arbitration laws and
under the Workers' Compensation Act. In
suggesting that course I have no desire
wvlatever to do an inustice to the worker.
The better we look after the worker the more
contented hep will be, and only if lie is eon-
tented shall we secure the best results fromt
his labour. The Premnier, in his capacity
as reasurer, can assist towards the objective
I Ihavo pointed to by reducing taxation to
the lowest possible point.

Earlier in imty remarks I congratulated the
P'remnier on the surplus. he was able to record
at thme end of the last financial year. The
Premier remnarked that since 1912 only
Labour Governments had been able to record
suirpluses. I agree with the Premier in his
statement, but I point out that during the
last :30 years Labour has been in office for
20 Y .ears. Let me indicate to the Committee
what bus actually happened in the pst. A
perusal of the figures embodied in the statis-
tics, supplied by the Premier when ha pre-
sented the Budget, will diselose the fact that
whenever the National-Country Party
asumed the reins of office it was generally
when deficits were commencing to he dis-
closed. Immediately the finances were under
control the National-Country Party Admin-
istration would be turned out of office, and
then there would be surpluses for a few
years. Then again deficits would ho built
till, and so the p~rocedure would he repeated.
On this occasion, while I congratulate the
Premier on his financial achievement for
last year, it mecans that he is going to give
us an opportunity to take over the financial
control of the State with a balanced Budget.

The Premier: Do not make too sure of
that!

Hon. C, G4. LATHAM: There is only oe
thing of which I am Dot certain, but I know
it will halppen: "Coming, events cast their
s;hadows before."

Mr. Withers: But there -will be suibstane
next timec!

Hon. C. G. LATHAi1f: We had some of
the substance quite recently.

'[he Minister for Mines: Then )yoU must be
looking forward to quite a number of Inde-
pendents in this House.

Hon. C. G. LA TRAM: You, Mr. Chair-
man, miust bare observed that all the Inde-
pendents sit on the Opposition side of the
House.

IThe Premier: As usual.
Hon. 0. 0. LATHAM: A perusal of divi-

sion lists will disclose that we have fairlyv
g'ood supporters in the Independents nio-w
holdingy seats in the House.

Mr. Withers: First you tried to -woo them.
and now you are putting them on thle bottle!

Hlon. C. 0. LATHAM: I do not know
whether the record of increased revenue will
persist to the extent that the Premier has
benefited during the past few years. I say-
that because he( previouisly collected the finan-
vial inergenc3' tax at thie source, and then
increased taxation tremendously by adding
the financial einergvecy tax to the income
tax. Stzb'wqueiitly he imposed that tax again11
omn tnxjpavers who had already paid the imi-
post at thie source. The Premnier will pro-
bIIabl sy that that is not so, hut it is Ko
People receiving salaries and wages paid at
the source and] then they were called upon
to par another' inctreased tax on the same
amiount hr' war of iicoeon tax. They were
hit very badly. I (10 not know if that lirac-
tice is to continue.

The Premier: No one has ibeell hit very
badlyv in that way.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM:- I can tell the
Premier -what has happened.

The Prme:Not by paying the tax twice
over.

Hon. C. G4. LATHAM: They have not
paid the tax twice over, hut have paid tax
twice on the same income.

The Premier: That is different; you re-
ferred to double taxation.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM1: At any rate, these
peole paid financial emergency tax and
then the other taxes, and they will remem-
ber thevir experience for a long time to
come. I am fully aware that Governments
are frequently shown by their advisers how
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they can secure additional revenue. On this
occasion the present Government's advisers
disclosed how additional revenue could be
obtained-not by increasing the tax but by
increasing hand values. The effect of that
was to secure more land tax because of the
increased land values. That meant, too,
increased water rates and sewerage rates.
The Minister for Works may well look up
iii surprise, but he knows that is a fact.
I admit that the water supply service is
well covered by the rate paid, provided the
people use the supply to the fullest extent,
seeing that for all water used over and
above the full quantity allowed excess
charges have to be paid. The drainage rate
has also been increased because of the eug-
muented land values. All these avenues tend
to increase the revenue of the State. I do
riot know whether the Treasurer is aware
of that fact.

The Premier: Yes.
Hon. 0. 0. LATHAMI: I thought he

would be.
The Premier: But it does not affect the

position so very much.
Hon. C. C. LATHAM : I want to put a

question to the Premier: Is it a fact that
owing to the huge revenue received last
year, the Taxation Department held over a
number of assessments until July?

The Premier: I do not know.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM. I have been told
it was so.

The Premier: It was not done under my
instructions.

H1on. C. C. LATHAM: I did not suggest
that it was, but I have been told that sub-
stantial amnounts of taxation were not eel-
lected until after June, wvhcreas they could
have been procured in June. Perhaps the
Minister for Lands would know that.

The Premier: I do not think so.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The Minister was

Aceting Treasurer for a while.
The Premier: That is so.
Ruon. C. 0. L~ATHAM: I know what lisp.

pens at such times, hut the departmental
omfeers would] not get up to any tricks when
the head officials were away from the State.

The Premier: They do not get up to
tricks!

Hon. C. G. LATH AM:- I will have some-
thing to say about the senior officials; of the
Treasury. I ami sorry they are not in the
gallery now as they were the other evening.

The M1inister for M1ines: They may have

been misled by the notice paper into think-
ing the debate would come on later.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: -. If they do not
want to show too much revenue in one
financial year they eiliT3 some into the next
year.

The Premier- We have not been in that
position.

Hon. C. 0. LATHIAM: I have been in-
formed that 'that has been (lone. The
Premier told the Committee that under the
system adopted he had brought in a great
many more taxpayers, because the money
wats collected at the source. I do not know
why that should be so because the financial
emergency tax was collected at the source.
However, there should be some means of
ascertaining the position. Under the sy--
tern that has been adopted too much taxan-
tion has been deducted, and people have
been entitled to refunds. Many in that
position have applied for refunds. That
has enabled the department to say to some.
"You have not put in returns for assess .
ment purposes, and so yon cannot secure
at refund." By such means the department
will he able to contact those who have been
neglectfnl in the past, and will be able to
trace back their incomes over the years ndf
collect back taxation. But that will not
recur in such instances.

The Premier: We know that such people
will continue as taxpayers in the future.

Jion. C. G. LATHA-M: That is so. The
manl who desires to evade the payment of
taxation is not as a rule quite so clever as
is the tax collector. Hoiverer-, I do not anti-
ciliate that there will he very much revenue
from this particular phase of collection in
future years hut, on the other hand, I think
that the revenue will lie in excess of the
amount includedl in the Estimate.

Departmental revenue is ahivnvs governed
by the success or failure of industry in gati.
end . Last year the goldriziniag industry
produiced over £C12,000,000 worth of gold.
That is a very substantial volume of wealth,
involving the circulation of much money and
providing indirect revenue in the form of
r-ailway freight, water charges, gold proft
t&x, andl so on. Wheat, although difficult to
market, was worth over £4,000,000. Al-
though that result was not ats substantial ss
in years gone by it represents. a large sunm
as a contribution to the Treasury. Then
again, last season's wool clip was worth
£3,865,000. Therefore when we consider the
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three items I have enumerated-gold, wheat
and wool-members will realise what a vast
amount they added to the national income,
and they will appreciate that upon that fund
every citizen draw;, more or less. The na-
tional income of the State amounted last
year to about £53,500,000 net, which, con-
sidering our small population, difficulties of
marketing and the dry seasons experienced
by those engaged in rural industries, must
be regarded as highly gratifying. In my
view Western Australia did exceedingly well
last year. On. top of the national income I
have mentioned, we have an additional
954.00,000 which will be distributed as a re-
sult of the contracts let in this State by the
Federal Government, together with the
money circulated because of the presence of
the personnel of the Defence Forces.

I want to say something about the Pre-
mnie's misjudging the amount of revenue to
lie collected last year, and to demonstrate to
him that he was wrong, and Parliament
right. Not very often is the Premier dis-
posed to agree that Parliament was right
and that hie was wrong, but in this instance
lie has proved it so. The Premier asked
Parliament to agree to £75,000 being paid
into Consolidated Revenue from the traffic
fees. Parliament retorted that the Premier
(lid not require it.

The Premier: Did I not?
lion. C. G. LATflAM: No, because the

Premier has shown that be already had a
siurplus of £11,111 and had Parliament
a1greed to £75,000 being taken from traffic
fees and paid into Consolidated Revenue, the
surpilus would merely have been increased
f-Orrespondingly. That would have been done
at the expense of the local authorities who
would hare been deprived of £E75,000. Under
the prevailing system that money is spent
among- the local authorities throug-hout the
State, particularly in the outer areas. I be-
,came a little suspicions the other evening
when lie told us there was a sum of money
accumuluted in the Mlain Roads Trust Ac-
<tount.

The Premier: Not very much accumulated.
ion. C. G. LATH1-AM: There wvas enough

to allow of a little steal from the local
authorities. I am afraid, therefore, that per-
hapis the money was not spent as it might
lmive been.

The Premier: Mlen instead of doing road
,Jobs were employed on other work-

H1on. C. G. LATHAM- I hope the Premier

will admit that we knew he had enough
money without taking those funds. Now I
wvant to deal with the traffic fees, of which
we are told not one penny goes into revenue.
The Treasurer when introducing his Budget
made that statement. Turning to the report
of the Public Works Department for the
year 1939-40, which has lust been presented
to the Chamber, we find that the 'Metropoli-
tan Traffic Fees Fund amounted to £207,555,
from which E23,205 was paid to the Com-
mnissioner of Police. The Commissioner of
Police does not handle that money; it goes
straight into the Treasury. And at the
Treasury it is not paid into a trust account,
but into Consolidated Revenue. Perhaps the
Minister for Works, when dealing with his
Estimates, will tell us what is the basis of
charges for these collections of traffic. fees.
To me it seems just a ease of "Put in your
hand and take what you want."

The M3inister for Works: You are, refer-
ring- to the 10 per cent. for the cost of col-
lection?

Hon. 0. 0, LATIAM1: No. I do not
know what the Minister mneans by that 10
per cent. The Act provides that fees shall
he chargeable withI costs of collection as cer-
tified by the Minister. I do not know, and
I firmly believe neither does anyone else,
how the amount is made up. I cannot he-
lieve for a moment that the additional cost
to the Police Department of collecting the
fees amounts to either £23,205 for the past
financial year, or to £22,691 for the year
1938-39. Those amounts are far in excess
of the actual expenditure.

The -Minister for Works: How do you
arrive at that conclusion?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have not had a
chance to find out the actual cost. I have
found out, however, that the collection of
fees here represents about a month's work
at the present time. There is a certain
amount of printing to be done, and I pre-
sumne also that a certain amount of policing
is needed to ensure that a license is taken
out for every vehicle. But those things are
merely complementary to the wvork done on
the intersections.

The Minister for Works: You think the
money falls into the Police Department's
lap, do you?

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM:- No. And then
there are fines. If one drives down the
street in an unlicensed vehicle one is sure
to be caught and fined. Nowadays, of course,



[18 SEPTEMBER, 1941.3 8

one cannot obtain any petrol without a
vehicle license; and so the work of the police
is less this year. No checking-up is required
now, because there is no chance of getting
a petrol allowance unless one has a license
for a vehicle. If one drove without a license
one would, as I have said, certainly be
caught and certainly be fined. Surely it is
only reasonahie to set off the costs of the
case against the fine. I have never objected
to the charge for collection, but when the
reasurer tells the Committee that none of

the amount is paid into Consolidated Rev-
eanue I want to show him that the contrary
is the ease.

The Premier: Very little!
flon. C. G. LATHAM: Some £.23,000 last

year.
The Premier: That is not much. It only

pays for the services rendered.
Lion. C. G. LATHAM: Why, it nearly

pays for the whole of the Police Force!
The Premier: Oh!
H1on. C. 0. LATHAM: Taking into

account starting price fines, very little money
has to be found for the Police Department
fromn other sources.

The Premier: Just £150,0001I
lion. C. G. LATHAM: Let the Premier

add tip these amounts and see.
.1r. Doney: What is then percentage of

volleeti on?
Hon. C. G. LATHTAM: There is no derinito

pereentage at all. It is Just a sort of guess-
work.

The Premier: The Police Department costs
over £300,000 annually.

The Minister for Works: The Police De-
partment works very hard for its 10 per
(;Cnt.

Hon. C. G. LATH AM: I shall ask the
Auditor General to enlighten the Committee
oin this matter, He should know something
about the method by which the charges are
made up, and he is a parliamentary official.
I know the Minister has to certify that
the cost of collection is correctly put for-
ward.

The Minister for Works: It is made up
by competent officials.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The Minister has
not persuaded me that it is right to take
the money even now. I would have liked
the Treasury officials to he present 'while I
say that they, like the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, used to be more or less revenue col-
lectors, and that they have always been highly
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envious of our local authorities receiving all
that money while the Eastern States pooled
their funds. Many years before the present
Treasurer's term of office the Treasury offi-
cials disliked the idea of fees very easily
collected going into the hands of the local
authorities, whereas the officials. themselves
c0ould have the amount for distribution. At
any rate, my advice to the local authorities
is to make sure now and at all times that
that money does not reach any Treasurer or
Treasury official. The local authorities
should zealously watch their interests in that
respect.

From this morning's newspaper it almost
appears that the Grants Commissioners anti-
cipated that the Leader of the Opposition in
Western Australia was about to make a
speech today, and were desirous of anticipat-
ing, him. Those Commissioners have car-
ried out the threat of which mention was
made by the Treasurer the other evening, to
reduce the amount of Western Australia's
grant. This is the eigrhth report of the Coin-
missinn, and they have julst found out the
position with regard to traffic feet. They
should be told that over £23,000 is paid
into Western Australia's Consolidated Re-
venue from these fees. In the early years
of their public career the Commissioners
stated that Western Australia and Victoria
were very low-taxed States, and that they
ought to increase their taxation, as other-
wise it could not be expected that the other
States would help them. Accordingly the
Commissioners imposed on Western Aus-
tralia a penalty of £400,000. At that time
we imposed a tax 'which brought in a little
more than £400,000 annually. Now it has
reached the stage of yielding7 £1,200,000. But
the Coinmissioners have found something
else. Although I have tried to do so I can-
not persuade the Government that the Grants
Commission's idea wvas that, when Western
Australia produced a surplus, :this State
should be fined an additional amount, In
those circumstances the Commissioners
would say to us, "We have got you where
we want you; you are balancing the bud-
get."1

The Premier: But the Commissioners are
always a year or two behind with their
comments.

Hon. 0. 0. LATHAM: A year behind!
I admit that I am referring- to the 1939-40
figures. We have never asked for anything
more than assistance to balance our budget.
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In my opinion that aspect has more to do
with the question than have the traffic fees.
It has to be remembered that the traffic fees
are paid to a semi-governmehital body, a body
with powers delegated from this Government
and having to carry out works. If that body
is deprived of- its revenue it must be sup-
plied with funds from some other source.
It comes to the same thing whether we tax
it or the Federal Government does. I liken
the attempt to deprive the local authorities
of their revenue to anl attempt by the Fed-
eral people to take from us revenue which
we had received for years. The reason given
by the Grants Commissioners does not ap-
peal to me as highly forcible, and I should
feel inclined to tell them pretty quickly that
if such is the quality of their reasoning the
quality is extremely weak.

Mr. Tonkin. Tell them!

Hon. C. G. LATITAM: I will. I would
say to them that last year we paid into
Consolidated Revenue more than £C23,000
froma this very fund of traffic fees. I can
imagine the calm and meekness wvith which
we would submit to the Federal Treasurer
usurping some of the rights of this State!

There has been a custom for many years
to purchase from loan funds and, when a
re-sale of such a purchase is effected, to pay
the proceeds into revenue. For quite a long
time this State used to take money out of
loan funds and re-advance it at the end of
the Estimates, out of the Sale of Govern-
ment Property Fund. Such property wvas,
of course, usually property purchased from
loan funds. When the property was sold
the proceeds were paid int o the Treasury.
I have known -repurchased estates needing
to be dealt with by the Treasurer when he
had the debentures falling clue, and no
special sinking fund was provided, except
the usual sinking fund provided for all
loans.

The Premier: The rents from repur-
chbased estates did not go into a truat fund,
as they ought to have done.

Hlon. C. G. LATHAM: Sinking fund was
provided for them in the ordinary way, but
I agree that that is not enough. I have
known Government properties to be sold
for cash-properties originally forming por-
tions of a repurchased estate--and the pro-
ceeds to go into Consolidated Revenue. That
principle is entirely wrong. The money
ought to have been paid into a trust account.
Unquestionably the Treasury officials should
see that in future that course is followed.

The Premier: In that connection I have
been paying £80,000 annually for a long
time.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: But why not do
the thing properly?

The Premier: Every amount of mjoney
derived from repurehased estates goes into
a trust account.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Take railway
rails: They get worn and used, and then
are taken out and sold and the proceeds
are paid into Consolidated Revenue. They
have some value, and loan funds ought to
be recouped the amount of that value,

The Premier: That money is spent in
effecting betterment year by year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I want to say a
few words about our industries. Time ittei-
time we have discussed the perilous position
of the agricultural industry and I hope some-
thing will eventuate, that We shall be able tb
devise a policy for the future. At present
there is no policy. The farmer does not
know where he stands today. Hle has no idea
what the future wvilt bring. He has received
help from the Federal Government, and a
word or two of encouragement front the
State flovernnient which has also rendered
him sonmc slight assistance from time to time,
lint not sufficient for him to be assured of a
sce future. We must do something.
Every other country in the world situated
.-s is Australia, remote from the scene of
war, is preparing to avail itself of the mar-
kets that will he open to it when the war is
ovler. People oversea will have to be fed
and clothed. They are not sufficiently fed
and clothed today. That much is certain.
Their needs will increase and we should take
every opportunity to build up industry soD
that we catu step in immediately the war is
over and[ send goods to them. A country's
greatest prosperity is gepnerally in the period
following a war, though unfortunately that
prospierous period is usually succeeded hr
a time of depress ion. If the now order
works out as many of us desire, depression
will he obviated. In the meantime we must
keep pace with other parts of Australia
which arc doing a great deal to build up
primanry and secondary industries. We must
dto likewise. -Newv Zealand is doing every-
thing it can to assist the primary producer,
and industry is being built up in a manner
that will enable the Dominion to take ad-
vantage of the markets offering when the
war ends.
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Mr. Trial: And New Zealand has a
Labour Government!

Hlou. C. G. LATHAM- I suppose the
Minister for Lands is aware that a tremen-
douis number of lpeople are leaving the land
a~nd coming to the city looking forl positions
associated wvith munitions manufacture or
seeking service in the militia nti elsewhere.
They arc entering walks of life into whichi
tY 0hould not be going. They should stayV

onl their fains producing goods. We do
not know how long the war will last. At
any time there may be a sudden cessation
of hostilities, hut we are not prepared for
eventualities of that sort. As in the past, I
offer the Premier the services of anyone onl
this side of the House to assist himi to do
something to put industry on a sound foot-
ing, enabling us to keep people on the land
and to open up avenues of emplo 'yment for
men who will return from the war and who
should have an opportunity to obtain rea-
sgonably decent wages.

Reference by the Premier to the increased
expenditure necessitated by the pay-roll tax
leads mc to express my pleasure that some
acknowledgement has been made of the
value of a man with a faily, and that siome
provikion is being made for those with more
than two children. A very serious side of
the ecnonic life of this country is, the slow
iva-r in which our population is being buiilt
upl. Taxation has increased, hut the popu*.
lation has not proportionately increased.
For a long time the fixation of the basic wage
has been made on the basis of thc needs of
a m--n with a wife and two children, and a
family consisting of a man and his wife
and six children has had more or less to
starve. If the figure fixed hans been de~emed
sufficient to enable a main, his wife and two
ehil'lren to live in some sort of decency, in
what condition is it expected that a family
containing an additional four children
Fsho1ir live? Now, however, there has been
someW recognition-admittedly small-of the
position of men with larger families, and the
allowance of 5s. for all children after the
first must prove a great benefit. I am
pleased that somae admission has been made
that the man with a family is a better citi-
%(In-

The Premier: Usually!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM:Nf The children in

such families are certainly better than are
those in smeller families. They arc less
spoilt. I went into a house the other day

where there was a family of 10 children and
I was surprised to find how neat and tidy
they were. Assistance was rendered by the
bigger children to those a little younger.
One floes not see that co-operation in a
family of only two or three. To see a tiny
mother with a large family flocking round
her gives one better heart than to go into
empty homes. It is discouraging to see
small families becauise all we have fought
for will he lost if we have not the people
to defend it.

Mr. J. Hegney: How are you going to
remedy thatY

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM: I am glad that
there has been some recognition of the fact
that the person with a large family is
worthy of some assistance.

In his speech the Premier in reply to an
interjection I made declared that he would
be glad to have any suggestion from me
as to how the deficiency in the State finances
could he made up. I have made statements
previously that have been twisted for poli-
tical purposes, hut I suppose that is per-
missible in polities. However, I will deal with
that later. I remnember the Premier being
'-cry pleased oil one occasion. when there
wvas an increase of 5s. in, the basic wage just
before the last election. He said that it
would result in an increased purchasing-
poe for the people, but it did not.

The Premier: Yes, it did I
Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The cost of living

immediately increased.
The Premier: Not to a great extent.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Considerably I

While the present system continues to oper-
ate the same results will occur. It cannot
be avoided.

Mr. Cross: It is the increased taxation
(biarges that causes the basic wage to in-
crease.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Looking hack over
a period, I know, the Premier knows, and
even the interjector knows, that when wa~ges
were less and purchasing value was high the
workers were as well off as they are today.

1Mfl. Cross: But the country did not owe
so much then. Taxation -was less.

]Ton. C. G. LATHAM: The trouble is
that we mislead our people. Unfortunately,
a lot of people arc easily misled.

The Minister for Mines: The cost of liv-
ing immediately after the last war increased
so fast that the workers were unable to over-
take it owing to the fact that there was no
quarterly adjustment.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In 1931 it was
suggested that there should lie a quarterly
adjustment; there was considerable opposi-
tion to it. I remember the Minister inter-
jeeting on that occasion. I can picture him
sitting there and objecting to a quarterly
adljustment, but it was a sound and sensible
suggestion; and I am sure that the worker
appreciates the fact today. It is not a
question of pounds, shillings and pence but
of what the money will buy. We must al-
ways remember that and educate our people
along that line of thought. We must not
persuade them that because they receive 10s.
a week extra they will get 10s. a week extra
value for their money.

It is the single man who benefits from
basic wage increases. The single man who
boards has not had to pay an increased
amount for that board. The married man
with a family is the one who always pays.
The single man and the single girl escape.
During the last 12 months the cost of board
at hotels in towni has been just the same as
it was 12 months ago. I san not speaking
.about first-clasm hotels, but those at which
single men mnight be expected to stay. The
single man derives benefit from the increase
in the basic wage, but the family man has
not had any benefit. He pays all the time.

Mfr. Cross: He muist pay extra taxation
now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Who
Mir. Cross: The single man who boards at

anl hotel.
lion. C G4. LA'THAM: Is the hon. mem-

ber sure?
Mr. Cross: You look through the Federal

taxation rates!
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Oh, the hon. mem-

ber is referring to taxation r A little while
ago the single man received a good deal
more relief than he should have obtained.

Mr. J. Hegney: The single man is an
important person in the community today.

lion. C. G. LATUAM:- He is not nearly
as important as is a family man. Fancy a
single man between 60 and 65 years of age
heing important! I Itam surprised at the hon.
member suggesting it.

Mir. 3. Hegney: Single men arc most im-
portant to the country today. They are our
first line of defence.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The hon. member
is doing equally as well as any single man.
A man came to me the other day and wanted
me to sign a certain paper. I said to him
"You are surely not enlisting!I" He replied

that be was. I said to him, "As a married
man with a family of seven youngsters you
should be ashamed of yourself. Your place
is here." He asked my why and I replied,
"You have your youngsters to look after
here" and he answered, "I have more to fight
for than you would have if you went away."'
I do not mind admitting that I believe in
conscription, but I think we should s;end
away people who can afford to go and not
men whose children will be deprived of their
fathers.

The Mlinister for Mines: You will get
into trouble if you announce that you dis-
couragedl a man from enlisting.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM. I could not.
The Minister for Mines: I thought you

said you did.

[Mr. J. Hegney took the Chair.)

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I suggested that
I thought his place was here. I considered
that T ought to go before he did. The Gov-
ermnent has no right to take away men like
that, If that man is killed his wife will be
left with seven children to look after and
members, know how difficult it is for at
mothe'r to handle such a family.

I now come to the stage at which I pr~o-
posedI to help the Premier to make money.
At present transport is an important prob-
lem. Because of the petrol restrictions, a good
deal of private transport has left the road.
Now is the time for the Government to conic
into its own. It has a monopoly of the rail-
ways and practically a monopoly of city
transport, at any rate of more than 50 per
cent, of it. Here is its chance. For the last
five years the Railway Department has had
an aggregate deficiency of £2,250,567. That
deficiency can now be made good, but the
Commissioner of Railways and his officials
will have to get busy. It is no goad their
travelling along on low gear; they must get
into top gear. They must get moving. It is
useless sending trains out on country lines-
as has been done from time to time-without
a drop of water in themn. They maust put an
end to slow mixed trains. I admit that the
Diesel engines have been of considerable as-
sistance. They have been of especial value
on branch lines and their use should he
restricted to such lines. However, the de-
partment has been attempting to use these
cars on main lines. They have not been
able to cope with the traffic offering and
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the result is that the public are becoming
disgusted.

It is about time the Minister for Railways
took a trip in sonic of his trains and he
ought to take the Commissioner of Rail-
wvays with him. He should not travel in
one of the coaches he usually travels in, with
a special engine. Let him get into an ord-
inary train and investigate the long delays
that occur at sidings, and the tremendous
time it takes to convey people from point
to point. If he does that he will have a full
appreciation of what the public is up against,
and will probably have a desire to remedy
the situation. I do not know how many
Dliesel coaches are in operation, whether
there are seven or eight, but those coaches
were a good investment, one of the best
investments that have been made for some
time. I know that at present some difficulty
is experienced in augmenting the supply. I
do not know whether the parts could be made
at Midland Junction, but I suppose that
even if they could the workshops are ex-
tremely busy and. it would be impossible for
the work to be done there.

The interests of the travelling public must
be considered better than has been the ease
in the past. Our railwaymen started off
as boys, and in time have become seniors.
They have the railway atmosphere, and hare
failed to acquire the public atmosphere.
Some of them-only some of them-think
that the railways exist for them instead of
for the benefit of the public. That is not
so in the case of all of them by a long way.
There are many courteous, obliging and de-
cent men in the railways. Some of the
officials at the head office, howvever, do not
appreciate what it nieans to accelerate a
time-table. Fancy averaging eight miles an
hour for a trin! Who would care on a hot
summer's day to sit in a train when the
journey could be made comfortably in a
motor car? The railway officials should look
into these matters.

The question of the transport of goods is
also an important one. A little while ago,
in the electorate represented by the Premier,
a truck caught fire through sparks from an
engine, and the goods in the truck were
burnt. The oGver of some of the goods, who
could( ill afford to Jose themn, made a claim for
them on the ground that they were being
transported by the railways. The usual
reply was given that they were being trans-
ported at owner's risk. That is another thing

we shall have to alter. Goods of that de-
scription should be conveyed on the journey
at the Commissioner's risk.

The Premier: That is done now.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Only when in-

creased charges are paid. The railways
should be placed in the same category as
would he an ordinary carrier. It would be
better that people should pay a little extra
and thus reap the benefit. I1 do not like
complaining, and do not usually complain,
but I wish to refer to an incident at the
West Perth goods shed. I have seen furni-
[lire there in an open truck together with
heavy goods, and in the process of shunting
the heavy goods have moved. It was found
when the furniture arrived at its destination
that it was badly smashed in that the legs
ire off the chairs and tables, and mirrors,

etc., were broken.

The Minister for Railways: Does that sort
of thing often occur?

lIon. C. (1, LATflAM;: Yes, too often, but
it is the same old story-owner's risk. If
the Commissioner were responsible for goods
reaching their destination in good order bo
would see that the packages were placed in
a different position, not merely thrown into
an open truck with a cover over it. I was
shown such a truck oii one occasion. The
owner of the furniittire in it could ill-afford
to lose the money it had cost, and hie found
ultimately that lie had to pay freight on
goods that wvere not worth tuppence at the
other end. The railways must change their
policy iii such a matter as this. The old
policy that used to exist on railways a hun-
dred years ago is no good today. People
demand something better. Whoever occupies
the Treasury bench must tell the Commis-
sioner of Railway to cater for business. Ho
has an opportunity to get business today that
is unequalled because of the petrol restric-
tions. Let him show the public that the
railways can deliver the goods. The same
thing applies to the trains.

Mr. Cross: My word, it does!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What has hap-

pened that I should have the hon. member
behind met

The Minister for Railways: The condi-
tions are no worse than, they are anywhere
else.

lHon. C. G. LATflAM: It does not matter
how good or bad they are elsewhere; our job
is to see that [hings are well done heat.
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The Minister for Railways: The railways
are doing a god job; you can say what you
like.

Hion. C. G. LATIIAM: I wish I was able
to take over tile trains for a little while. I
would not have one tram that was packed
with people who were hanging on to the
straps, while a little way behind rag anothe-
tram containing hardl 'y any passengers.
There is something wrong with that system.
something wrong with the timetable. The
h'ams ought to run more frequz!ntly.

The Minister for Railways: The tramway
officials are doing their best. Perhaps you
have more brains than they have.

lion. C. 0. LATHAM: It is not a ques-
tion of brains. Some men are doing a good
job. I must ay I like to see the Miinister
stand by his olflcers, but it is no usc sticking
ill for them all the time for that does not
encourage them to go out for new buisiness.
Ministers should not stand so much behind
their officers as to suggest that they, never
make mistakes. When the member for.
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) was sitting on
this side of the Chamber lie used to com-
plain about these things, but no progress has
been made since then. The old ways must
he given up and we must adopt new and imi-
proved ones. People will not be satisfied to
travel by tram under present conditions.

Mr. Cross: And at two miles per hour!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hrams stop too

often. Tflt me instance the service in Vic-
toria, Park.

Mr. Cross: The South Perth service is a
good example.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Let the Minister
travel on a tram to the Victoria Park ter-
minus. When it reaches that suburb, hie
will find that hie could walk to the terminus
alluost as fast as the tram travels.

The Minister for Railways: D~o you sug-
gest that ninny of the stops should be cut
out?

Hon. C. G. LATHIAM: Some of the stops
should be cut out. Trains should not always
stop at intersections. That is an unwise
p~lan. It would he better that they should
stop) in the middle of intersections and make
people walk either way according to their
destination. The officials should be encour-
Aged to go out and get business. It is no
use their sitting in their offices. They must
get out. Many of the officers were inspectors
years ago and they ni-e still inspectors, and
have not changed. They do not realise that

[lie views of the public have changed, and
in turn aire dissatisfied with old methods. I
said long ago that the department has tramns
at its disposal. Trains were taken off tmz
Claremont and Wembley runs, and they must
be available. Theyv cannot be worn ouit.

T'.e Premier: The re i- i use.
lion. C. 0. .LATI.1,1: I make another

suggestion, namely, thatl fare" should be ye-
dated between 10 am, rind 4 p.m., as has
been done in the Eastern States. That
would encourage people to do their shopping
between those hours. The general public
has very little thought for those who are
standing at counters all day, and on their
way homne have to hang on to a strap. Tl'
people would shop during the hours I have
indicated a good deal of that congestion andi
inconvenience would be avoided.

The Minister for Railways: There will id-
ways be congestion at peak periods.

Honi. C. G. LATHAM: But it can. be re-
lieved. The Governuient could say that be.
tween 10 anm. and 4 p.m. people can travel
at given distance at a cost of 4d. return, but
that before and after those hours the cost
will be 8d. 1 have seen people watching the
conductors. When they have been able to
leave the trarns and avoid paying a penny
fare, they have been as pleased as possible.
If my suggestion were adopted it would he
a big inducement to people to travel during
the slack periods. I put it to the Minister
that if the railway officials wvould get out
and look for business they could get in
revenue of £250,000 more than they are
getting today.

People are compelled in these days to
make use of the railways. I wish to pay
this compliment to the people of this State,
that they have accepted petrol rationing re-
markably well. They have acknowledged and
admitted that they must put their quota into
the war effort. They are doing this right
royally, and with very little complaint. The
restrictions have cut down the use of petrol
by at least two-thirds. The figure is an
amazing one. We must give the public the
service they require, and the Minister must
see to it that they are entered for. We must
offer them something to take the place of the
motor ears that are laid up owing to the
petrol restrictions. We have in use today
one two-decker bus.

Mr. Cross: We should not have any in
use.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We should have
40 such vehicles, for they would enable use
to deal with the traffic as they do in the
Eastern States. People who board such a
bus always want to climb to the top. When
the Minister for Mines was in London hie
always went to the top. He told me that
he did so in order that he might see the
city.

The Minister for Mines: The girl used
to come up and talk to me.

Hon. 0. G. LA.THAM: At that time there
was no top on the double-deckera. It was
a mistake to prevent people from having
double-decker buses. They are quite as safe
as are other kinds. The Railway Depart-
ment in New South Wales has adopted
them.

The Premier: They have been adopted in
Melbourne, too, for I rode in one the other
day.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I like to be at the
top. I am not too old to appreciate a ride
on the top of at bus; it is worth while.
The use of inore of these buses would hielp)
the Government iii meeting the situation, and
it would be worth while for the companies
to launch out in this direction. The Mkinister
should not tell the Committee that his offi-
cer's are doing all they can.

The Minister for Railways: But they
are I

Ron. C. G. LAT HAM: That sort of
thing discourages them from trying to do
more.

The Minister for Railways: I am not dis-
couraging them.

Hon. C. G-. LA rHAM: He discourages
thema by those very words.

The Minister for Railways: No Minister
has been more critical than I have.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:. Let the Minister
get hold of the Commissioner and say to
him, "Come out with me and I will show
you where your mistakes are." He can show
the Commissioner some of the things I have
been talking about. The other day at man
told me of a trip from Geraldtou to Yuna
and the complaint he had to make on that
occasion. I advised him to see the railway
officials and to tell them they must give a
better service on that line, and that wre
would endeavcur to see that lie was given
petrol if they could not improve the service.
I think a better service was arranged. I
do not like that sort of thing. The railway
people can effect improvements if they

want to. Some seven years ago I stated
that the run from York to Qunirading
by train averaged eight miles an hour.
How can people be expected to travel
by train under such conditions? The
ollicer responsible for that state of affairs
applarently persiiaded himself that the time-
table could not he altered;, but it was altered.
The railway timetables are worse today than
they used to be. I remember what they were
some 24 years ago. That was the time when
the Premier used to ride on the footpla te, as
did also the member for Bunbury (Mfr.
Withers) now sitting behind him. In those
days the trains ran all right, but we have
advanced since then, and better running
hours are required.

It is no lise saying that we are doing a
h-undred per cent. of what is necessary when
that is not so. We are doing barely 50 per
cent. Traffic is available today if the depart-
ment will go out for it, and], with the slight-
est encouragement from it, that increased
traffic can be held. The Commissioner must
see that it is made safe for people to send
their goods by train and that those goods
are carried at his risk. He must be told
that Parliament expects this of him. When
lie (lees that he will get more business than
hie now, receives. The other (lay I travelled
ilL a first-class compartment. I admit that
the train did not stay long at sidings, but
I do think somec official should have been
available to clean out the filth in the corn-
pairtiiient. Two women also got into the
varriage, and we had to open the windows
because of the smell.

Mr. Marshall: I know of one case when
that was lonio, and the people in the com-
partmnent had to get out of it.

Eon. C. G. LATHAM: I find that the
Tramway Department showed a surplus of
£16,055.

'Mr. Cross: The trolley buses enabled it to
show that profit.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: By pushing off
other transport.

Mr. Marshall; In order to satisfy the hion.
member.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There was a loss
of £C9,6519 in the previous year. I feel suto
a greater profit conid be made. That could
be done if the officials turned their attention
to the service and brightened it up. Instead
of travelling in low gear, they should get
into top gear.
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The Minister for Railways: Considerable
improvement has been effected already.

I-Ion. C. G. LATHAM1: I should like to
take the Minister into Hay-street and show
him w-lit the tram service is like at certain
hours. Take the case of people going home
to V'ictoria Park at noon on Saturday!

Mr. Cross: Every day!
lon. C. G. LATHAM: Particularly on

Saturday. I said to the Department, "Can
you not put onl more cars and get these
peop~le off onl their Journey home?" Terrific
congestion is evident at that time. Instead
of anything being dlone, the department has
to bring its tramns out from Subiaco and
along Tsurray-street, all in low gear. It
ought to have trains 1-tnning in increasing
number-s straight from the car barn into the
city, alid back again on the Victoria Park
route. It should have trains available to
take people where they want to go.

Icompliment the Minister onl the results
achieved by the Electricity Supply Depart-
Input. It is living uip to its reputation of
p'rovidinig at surplus. What we want now
is to have the current extended to the outer
areas. We should encourage people to make
their homes in the outer snburbs and hills
country.

The Ministr for Railways: We are doing
our best.

Honl. C. G. LATIIA'M: That is not enough,
aid I do not want to hear that remark
again. I want the Government to do some-
thing at oce. I want to see decent trains
running in the Canning electorate, so that
the hall. member representing that district
will not have occasion to complain and will
have less to say in the Chamber.

Mr. Wilson: You could nlot prevent him
from talking.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I want to see men
living on blocks where they could produce
some foodstuffs for their own requirements--
men onl the basic wage taking interest in
flower gardens, keeping a few fowls and so
forth.

The Minister for Lands: Instead of flat
life.

Hall. C. G. LATHAM: I agree with the
Minister. We should give people opportuiii-
ties to get out of the city so that they will
hare fin inducement to learn to love their
counttry.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment agrees with you.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But I want the
Government to do something.

The Minister for Works: I should like to
drive the flats out of Wembley.

Honl. C. 0. LATHAMN: The Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Department shows
ail increase. .As I have had occasion to ob-
serve before, I regret that this is one of
the indirect means of increasing taxation.
During the last five years the department
has shown a surplis of £176,000.

The Minister for Works: No.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am quoting the

figures submitted to uts by the Treasurer.
To make a. profit of £E170,000 in five years
is not quite fair.

The Minister for- Works: How much do
you think is invested in those wvorks?

Holl. C. UI. LATHAM: That does not
matter because interest and sinking fund
charliges~ have alr-eady been p)rovided.

Thet Minister for Works: It is not a small
concern.

Hall. C. (G. LATHAM.s: I know that this
department has been of great value to tho
Government. This is a service that should
be provided at a rate covering very little
more than the actual cost. The extension of
the sewerage system in recent years has iii-
volved the people in the payment of further
rates in addition to the heavy expenditure
entailed in linking up with th system. To
sewer premises is ain expensive iteni, ranig-
ing in most instances from £40 to £60 and
even up to £80 per house. This money has
to lie found by the householder.

The Mtinister for Works: It does not pay.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the Minister

should ask the Treasurer to put up returns;
that we can understand. We have been told
quite clearly that the profit during five years
has been £176,000. 'The Goldiflelds Water
Supply is also showig at substantial sur-
pl]us, b~ut for a long timec interest and sink-
ing fund hav-e been provided] by Consolidated
Revenue.

Air. Doney: There was an over-payment
of dues in that year-.

The Minister for Works: It is of no use
forgetting the l-% millions of capital.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is the capital
expended on the scheme.

The Miuister for Works: That is what
you might term "frozen."

Honl. C. G. LATHAM: The public should
he able to ascertain the exact position from
the public accounts. The returns indicate
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that last year there was a substantial profit.
Return No. 19 deals with miscellaneous
utilities such as the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, Bunbury Harbour Board, State Bat-
teries, etc. The accounts of those utilities
just about balance. There are some items,
however, to which I must refer. According
to the return Cave House last year incurred
a loss of £935. As the name implies Cave
House provides accommodation for the
public, and it has a bar attached. The Gov-
ernment has no right to call upon the tax-
payers to find £C900 to make good a loss in-
cnn-ed in providing conveniences for tour-
ists. Surely there must be something wrong
with the management!

M.Withers: No.
lion. C. G. LATHAM: Well, why should

there be a loss9 When I say there must be
something wr~ong with the management, I
mean that probably the charges are not high
enough for thb services provided. I am not
saying that the place is run badly. Every
time I have been there I have found it to
be well run.

The Premier: It is run at a charge of
£4 4s. a week whereas the charge should be
£7 7s.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The point I am
making is that when people go there for
pleasure, any loss incurred on the years
operations should not have to be made good
by the ordinary taxpayer.

Air. Sampson: A charge of £4 4s. a week
is fairly high for this State.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There must be
something radically wrong. Are the charges
too low or is something else wrong?

Mr. Sampson: Four guineas a week should
he enough.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Investigations
should he made by an officer of the Govern-
ment and the position remedied. My next
remark will probably rouse the ire of the
member for Canning (Mr. Cross). I observe
that he is sitting up and taking notice. His
constituents have the convenience of ferries
to take them across the river and that ser-
vice last year showed a loss of £15.

Mr. Cross: A new boat would make i.
difference.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Evidently the
fares are too low.

'.%r. Cross: That is not so.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Some considera-

tion should be given to the finances of that
utility. People do not get tram rides, rail-

way rides or trolley-bus tides for nothing,
and users of the ferries should be prepared
to pay the cost of the service.

State Batteries, according to the Tres-
surer's statement, showed a substantial loss
last year, the figures being £15,873. Suirely
something must be wrong there!

The Premier: We will get at good deal of'
it back.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: I do not mind if
the money is being spent on prospecting,
and there is a chance of getting it back. I
do not object to subsidising prospectors.
Perhaps it would be better to subsidise them
than to have the State Batteries operating at
a loss. There is something to be said for
this loss if it means that we have been as-
sisting the industry. We have to bear in
mind that State Batteries arc located in re-
mote places where private individuals would
not provide the facilities. However, there
must be some explanation of the loss of
£15,000, and I hope the Minister for Mines,
when introducing his departmental estimates,
will give us the information. There has been
a substantial increase in the price of gold.

The Minister for Mines: And our charges
have not increased with that rise.

Hon. C. (1. LATHAM: I do not know
what the treatment charges% are. Would the
batteries use cyanide?

MSr. Mlarshall: Zinc and quicksilver.
The Minister for Mines: The price of

quicksilver has increased greatly.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Cannot a substi-

tute be found for qunieksilver
The Minister for Mlines; There has been a

tremendous rise in mining costs generally.
The Minister for Works: Anyhow, that

much has been lost on half-a-dozen farms.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But neither the

farmers nor the flour mills have lost the
money. I am dealing with the produce of
mines, not of farms.

The Minister for Mines: This is a big in-
dustry.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I hope the Minis-
ter will give us the information in due
course. No doubt hie will explain the posi-
tion effectively.

Next I want to deal with the Trading
Concerns-anothier quarter in which we
might be able to make up some leeway. The
State Brick Works has consistently shown
a loss during the past six years-with one
exception, when a profit of £113 was made-
totalling £9,933, a loss which has to be made
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good by the taxjpayer. It must be reait-
bet-ed that the Statle Brick Works enters in,
to competition with private concerns whose
lbusinesses, if conducted on the same lines,
Would soon lput a company into liquidation
or an individual into the Bankruptcy Court.

[Mr-. Marshll resqumed the (hair.]

_Mr. Crosss; There is no comuparisonl be-
tween the State bricks and those produeet
by private enterprise.

H-on. C. G. LATHIAM: If the 'State pro,
dupes better bricks it should receive a better
prlice for them. Why should 1, for instane-,
he permaitted to build a house- with brick:;
sold to me bhr the Slate while the ordinary
SaN paver niakes all the loss?

Mr,. Cro.4s: We makIe atp Plenty of losses
for the farmers. The State b alwvays writ-
inug off farmers' debts.

lion. C. G. LATHA'f: It [ mighit make
the member for ('tnning a little less cross,
I would say to him, "If the ordinary indi-
vuiml or a private comlpany made losses
year after year, what would be the result?
The company would have to go into liquida-
tion and tile ordinary individual would heave
to go through the Bankruptcy Court." Those
would be the only alternatives. But when
a State Trading concern makes a loss the
Giovernment conmes along and supplies the
amount from the Treasury. These concerns
had better be put on a footing wvhere tiles
wviii at least Ibe able to recover cost pri1ce.
That would materially' assist the Treasurer.

MrIf. Warner: It would surprise every-
body.

Honl. C. G. LATHAM: "State Implement
W~orks" to my mind is a misnomer. It is
a general engineering works. We get a
profit-and-loss balance sheet from it. Why
does not the plant engineer in East Perth
furnished a balance sheet'? The State Imple-
mient Works does very little work outside
Government work.

Mr. Tonkin: Your Government is respon-
sible for that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We have not been
in office for nine years. The Act that we
passed in 1932 was never proclaimed.

Mr. Tonkin: It was not the Act you
passed, hut what you took away from the
State Implement Works.

Holl. C. G. LATHAM: We took nothing
away from the works, hut we tried to close
it down because it was unprofitable. Now
it produces a balance sheet every year show-

ing a loss. If the works was closed down
in all probability a great deal of nioney
would be saved. During the nine years%
which have elapsed since the passing, of that
Act we have held office for oly one year.
Because our Government did the right thing
antI this 0 overninent does the wrong thing,
why should we be upbraided?

Mr. Tonkin: You did so much damage
to the works at the time that it could not
operate pr.'ofitably.

Honl. C. G. LATHAM: The works was
continually losing nmoney on everything it
1produced. We had no right to say to all
individiall, "Here is a machine at about half

cost price, and the taxpayer muast nmake up
the balance." Thlat is badi business. If we
must provide wvork let us do it in a reason.-
able way. Let us not eniter into such cola-
petitioln with private peop~le as enables themn
to expose our bad business methods. This
is all exposure.

Mr. Tonkini: I will give you some facts
about that later.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I shall be glad to
have them. Nevertheless, it wvill be found
that the State Treasury has bad to supply a
great deal] of money for the State Implement
Works ever since the star-t of the works.

Sitting qu~spended from (5.1.5 to 7.30 pu.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: I think the State
Implement Works should be struck off the
list. The State Quarries aire another conl-
cern where a considerable sum of money
might either he saved or earned. For the
past six years they have made af loss total-
ling £614,405, which is greater than interest
and sinking fund. If these quarries were at
private concern they would be expected to
pay dividends, otherwise they would not be
long in existence. They pay 110 rates or
taxes. They are, I unlderstanld, producing
gravel for rads; probably most of it is for
the Public Works Department. Yet year
after year they are losilng motley.

The Premier: They are doing very little
flow.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The proprietors
of the White Rock Quarries must be making
a considerable amount of motney, judgi ng
by some of thle private properties held b 'y
them. I should say they are doing excep-
tionally well, yet the State enterprise is
losing money. The State Shipping Service
has always shown a substantial loss. I do
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not complain seriously of that, as the ser-
vice may be regarded in thle light of a sub-
sidy to the North-West industries, which arc
no0w experiencing bad tiaes. It is extra-
ordinary, however, that private shipping
companies a-e run at a profit.

Mr. Withers: With black labour!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM3: Sonic are, others

are utot. Apparently neither the Common-
wealth nor the State Governments can run
businesses in competition with private enter-
prise, for what reason I do not know.

Mr. Withers: What about the State Saw-
mills?

Hon. C. G. LATIUAM: I shall deal with
them later. We have seven State hotels
which made a profit last year of £5,193.
They pay no road board rates.

MAr. Thorn: Or license fees!
Mr. Doney: Or income tax!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so.
The Premier: Would you like to buy the

State hotel at Kwvolyin?
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would not mind;

there would he a good living in it. Prob-
ably the Bolgart hotel would be better. The
Dwellingpup hotel does a good business and
if put up for sale would probably fetch a
big price. The Wongan Hills hotel has
been at at disadvantage, hut has been re-
built. The flriice Rock and Corrigin hotels
are doing good business. The Owalia hotel
must be a goldninie.

The Premier: There was a strike at
Gwalia.

lion. C. G. LATHAMN: That was during
the winter and did not last long. I admit
that the State hotels have always shown a
profit, and that in the aggregate they have
repaid their capital cost to the people.

The State Sawmills are a profitable con-
cern. They certainly made a loss in 1939-
40, but that was explained by the Treasurer,
who said business was held up because it
was not possible to export timber. During
last year, however, business "-as extra-
ordinarily good owing to the fact that it
was possible to ship timber. In addition,
the local demand has been reat.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The State Sawmills
are up against big competition.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I remind the hon.
member interjecting that the State Saw-
mills pay neither rates nor taxes.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are in the combine.
Honl. C. G. LATHAM1: There is no doubt

about that; they charge the same prices as

do the other timber merchants. It may be
that the State Sawmills have a better area
to cut over. The Treasurer should peruse
these returns, and appoint one or two
Treasury officials in order to ascertain
whether some improvement cannot be made.
The Treasurer would in this way be
materially assisted in reducing- expenditure
from revenue. He might perhaps show a
profit.

I draw attention to the fact that taxation
is increasing considerably. Last year the
increase was Os. 2d. per head of population,
at substantial sum. In the previous year
tile tax amiounted to £8 Os. id. per head of
polpulation; this year it amounted to £8 6s.
3d. The cost of social services in the pre-
vious year was £C4 5s. 5d.; this year it is
£t4 (is. 5d., an increase of Is. per heat! of
population.

I stress a point that I mentioned pre-
viously. It is that while Commonwealth
money is being spent here wve should do all
we possibly can to maintain the new indus-
tries being opened up and if possible extend
those already established. Last Saturday
morning I had an opportunity to meet at
miemlber of at Commonwealth Board who was
doing some inspection work. He was a fine
type of Dian and pointed out to the people
concerned how they could improve their
packs. H1e also pointed out all the defects.
I have not seen a State officer doing that.
It would be a good idea if we could secure
the services of such a man, who would be
at friend to the people engaged iu our in-
dustries while in their initini stages. He
would be able to put the people on the
right track.

Apparentl y there is a big market for
tinned vegetables. This State has a surplus
of vegetables and I believe wte could profit-
ably tin them. I had a letter recently from
lpeople in Singapore who told me that, ow-
lug to the dlifficult situation in their tern-.
tory, they wvould be looking a great deal
more to Australia to supply their require-
mnents. Usually the great bulk of the tinned
vegetables they consume is purchased from
America. They referred to a number of
articles which we should be able to supply
from this State. It would be necessary,
however, to put up an attractive line and
to maintain the quality of the goods, which
is very important. If these conditions are
observed there is no doubt, that our goods
will be worth-while purchasing and will find
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it ready market. That applies to celery
grown at York. I may later have a private
talk to the Minister for Works About the
water supply at York. WVhat I have said
also aipplies to beans. In this respect con-
siderable assistance alould be available from
<Jarnarvon and Geraidton. Those districts
produce beans of good quality and should
be able to maintain a supply all the year
round. Good prices are being realised.

The Minister for Lands: Growers have
been getting lid, wholesale.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Prices are very
good. It would pay the Minister for Indus-
trial Development to look into the question
with a view to discovering whether it is
possible to obtain the services of a man who
would be a friend to these manufacturers.
We do not want somebody to go to them
and say gruffly, "That label is wrong. You
will be prosecuted!" That is Dot the way
to help.

The Premier: We do not do that!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No; the Premier
does not, but some of the departmental ol-
cem4 do.

The Premier: No!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have known of
prosecutions being launched because the type
on the labels has not been of the right size.
Of course, people should comply with the
law but we should try to educate them. Mr.
Fernie is an excellent man, but he is the
head of the concern and cannot be expected
to do what I am asking should be done. I
hope to have an opportunity to talk to him
some day. The late Mr. Macartucy was a
very good officer. Before be passed away I
sent to him a man who proposed to tin pota-
toes for consignment to Singapore. For that
class of work, however, the assistance of a
bacteriologist is necessary. It is important
to ascertain whether bacteria arc present and
what action would be set up from them. In
this and other ways we can render material
assistance to manufacturers today. Cer-
tainly we should do something. I assure the
Government that we on this side of the
House will do all we can to help.

The Minister for Lands: Tons of vege-
tables are being exported from this State to
the Eiatern States at present.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Msinister
knows why! So many people have been
diverted to the manufacture of munitions.
it is essential that our population should be
built Up. Judging from the figures it is

difficult to maintain the existing level. I
hope we shall be able to enlarge our popua-
lation by building up permanent industries.
That is the only wvay we can solve unemploy-
nment problems. Those problems will recut
unless permanent industries arc established-

Without attempting to condemn the
Treasurer's Budget speech I would again
point out that taxation has increased in this
State by 130 per cent during the last twenty
years, and our national debt has increased
froin £141 l6s. 2d. to £207 5is. 9d. per head
of population. Those figures illustrate how
necessary, it is for as to build up our polpu-
lation so that we eon spread the amount over
a greater number of people. Our debts must
otherwise become top heavy and we shall find
oui-selves overwhelmed.

I join the Premier in the hope that this
year will bring peace to the people of our
country and the whole world. Countries
miust trade with each other. There is no
better wvay to create good feeling betweci
the people of different nations than by folk
travelling from one country to another and
making friends wherever they go. The action
of one or two men in Europe has prevented
this taking place. There are times when
things look bright; at others, they look very
bad indeed. But, as the Premier has already
stated, we know the calibre of the British
people of whom we are a part, and we arc
sure that they will not be easily beaten.

It is the duty of us all to do what we can
to assist. We must get behind the State
Government arid help it in every pos-
sible way, if it is doing the work it has been
called upon by the people to do. Likewise
we must assist the National Government anti
all p~arts of the Empire. We appreciate the
great work achieved by that wonderful mon,
the Primec Minister of Great Britain. I think
everybody belonging to the nation appreci-
ates the John Bull type of individual we see
on the screen at the picture theatres fronm
time to time, and the splendid wvork he is
doing.

We are also grateful for the excellent ser-
vice rendered by that other great Democracy
-the only one that speaks the same lan-
guage as we do. I refer to the United States
of America. President Roosevelt is niate-
rially helping to bring the wvar to a success-
ful conclusion. What I have said aipplies
also to the leaders in various parts of the
British Empire, including our present andl
past Prime Ministers%. To all the govern-
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meats of the British Empire we express our
great appreciation of the efforts they have
made. I am sure their hearty co-operation
will ensure pence in the near future.

Progress reported.

BILL-PUBLIC TRUSTEE.

Second Reading.

De4 bate resumed from the 9th September.

HON. N. KEENAN (Ncdlaiids) [7.49]: I
do not intend to offer any opposition to the
Bill but I hope I may he allowed to make
one or two observations. We have had the
assurance of the Minister introducing the
measure that Acts for the same purpose ex-
ist in all the other States of Australia today.
I have not attempted to verify that state-
went because I naturally assume--and I1
know I properly assume--that the Minis-
ter's assurance was quite sufficient. He must
also be aware of this fact that in all these
other States where a public trustee today
exists by statute there are also public corn-
panics carrying on thle business of trustees
and executors and agents for, not only de-
ceased persons, but all those who give the
handling of their affairs to them. In almost
every State there is not only one, but two
or three.

Mr. Seward: There are eleven in Victoria.
H-on. N. KEENAN: My statement was

very much under the figure. They are all
carrying on with a considerable measure of
isuccess5. The business they do, as a whole,
is far in excess of the business of the Public
Trustee in the same State. The reason I men-
tion that is because it might be assumed that
some particular reason exists here for bring-
ing in the present Bill. I do not for one
moment imagine that the Minister means to
reflect on the conduct of the two public com-
panies carrying on the business of executors
and trustees in this State at present.

The Minister for Justice: By no means!
Hon. N. KEENAN: It would have been

far more opportune, and far more justifiable
to have brought this Bill forward wvhen only
one company was in existence and carrying
on that business than today when there are
two, end when those two, as is well known,
are very keen competitors. The Minister in
giving certain reasons for bringing the Bill
before the House at present considers it pa-r-
ticularly appropriate because it would cater
for the business of those of our fellow citi-

zens who have gone oversea, and would en-
able their business to be transacted in an
economical and efficient manner. It must be
said, however, in just ice to the public corn-
panics carrying on business in this State,
that they have offered, and wvere, I under-
stand, the first to offer, to carry out the
necessary formalities regarding the estate of
any soldier unfortunately killed at the front,
irh Feb did not exceed E500, absolutely free
of cost. Moreover, where the estate is be-
tween £500 and £1,000, they will discharge
the duties of executors, if appointed by the
soldier, at half their statutory rates. It hag
to be remembered that the rates have been
fixed by statute. It is not a ease of those
companies charging rates and agreeing, as
the State Sawmills did with the other sup-
pliers of timber, to hit the public to leg for
annything they could get out of them.

The Premier: The oversea buyers I
Hon. N. KEENAN: They were not for-

gotten.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-

cussing State Sawmills now.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am discussing the
illustration, that those companies cannot
combine as was the case in the sawmilling
industry because their rates are fixed. It is
also perfectly true that the Curator of Inte-
state Estates has offered exactly the same
terms. The comparison betweeu the Curator
of Intestate Estates and the public com-
panies carrying on the executor and trustee
business does not, however, end there. Those
public companies have lost a number of
members from their staffs by voluntary en-
listment for the A.I.F., and who have left
Australia. In every case the two companies;
arc paying the soldier the whole difference
between his pay as a soldier and the pay he
receives on their staff. Moreover, they have
guaranteed to every man who volunteered
and was accepted, and who left Australia,
or where the possibility existed of his being
sent oversee, that on his return-as we all
hope and pray they will all return-he will
get his job back again. That applies to
everyone. These undertakings have been
given in writing to Colon el 11usd of the Ad-
niinstrntion Staff for the Western Command,
as binding on these cornpanics.

It would be absurd to suppose anything
of a like character can be shown by the
Minister in favour of the Curator of Inte-
state Estates. I do not know whether his
dep~artment is responsible for any member
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going overs4's, but I do not think so. I
would not for a moment suggest that
the Minister, in observing that this Bill was
particularly opportune because of the fact
of many of our citizens having gone over-
sea, was looking forward to making any
profit out of soldiers. I am sure that was
far from his thoughts. Nevertheless it might
unfortunately appear on the surface as if
that were so. The two principal rounds, as
I understood them, urged by the Minister
for the appointment of a public trustee were,
cheap administration and, secondly, that the
revenue would benefit.

The Minister for ,Justice: I said that the
revenue would slightly benefit.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If it slightly bene-
fits, it still benefits. If the two companies
carrying on husiness today in Western Aus-
tralia of public executors and public trustees
were making, a large profit, that would be a
very strong argument for the immediate ap-
pointment of a public trustee, because it
could then well be said that at considerable
saving could be effected i the expense of the
administration of the estates of deceased
people. But the fact is that neither of these
companies is niaking a large profit, or any
profit at all beyond a small proft consider-
ing the money the 'v have invested in their
businesses. They actually paRy a dividend
of a most mioderate character, and a very
large part of these dividends is derived, not
from carrying- out their duties as executors
and trustees, but from the rents of premises
they have bought. The Perpetual Trustee
Company bought a large building, which
was once owned by Forrest Emanuel. It oc-
cupies portion of the building and derives a
large rental from the portion not occupied
by it.

The Minister for Justice: It bought that
building oat of profits.

lion. N. KEENAK: No, it was bought
out of subscribed capital, and nothing else.
The company bought that building before it
had a single client. It bought the building
before the Bill giving the company the right
to exist was passed by Parliament, and it
was nearly dished because Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom, who was a niember of the Legislative
Council and a director of the West Austra-
lian Trustee, Executor and Agency Co., Ltd.,
objected. We need tnt mind very much
what else happened. The fact remains that
the company had bought the building with
money subscribed by the shareholders before

it had a singlie client. So I think we can take
the experience of the existing conipanies as
an exaniple of what may be the career of a
future public trustee from the point of view-
of cost of administration.

In an estate-obviously I do not wish to
use names-that was sworn just over six
months ago for the purpose of probate at
£1,648 and probate duty paid on that
amount, the estate under the management of
the Curator ot Intestate Estates realised iii
the first instance only £268 and, by a subse-
quent correction of an outstanding asset, the
amount was iticreased by £E222. The charges
made in respect of the estate by the curator
were 21/ per cent, on the £1,648-the esti-
niated fig-ure at which it was unfortunately
submitted for probate-and 5 per cent. on
the £222, a total charge of £50. There is
nothing cheap about that. Had either of the
public trustee companies handled that estate,
and had the same experience, it would have
charged only 2 / per cent.

Mr. F. C, L. Sniith: On what amiount 2
Hon. N. KEENAN: On the gross amount

of £1,645. It will be interesting to note-
because we arc sometimes amused hy the dis-
appointments of other people-how much
the beneficiaries received from that estate
after paying State and Federal duties. The
amount recived by them was £103. Of course
it was ani exceptional ease because unfortu-
nately a large portion of the estate which
was valued at £1,648 did not bring anything
like that figure when it came to realis4ation.
The final result was that only £103 became
available to the beneficiaries. It is absurd
to talk of any new era of cheap administra-
tion from the lpassing of the Bill.

The Minister for Justice: The Curator of
Intestate Estates and a public trustee are
not comparable.

Hon. N. KEENAN: L'afortunately this
Chamber has very had acoustic properties
and I could not catch the interjection of the
Minister.

The Minister for Justice: The Curator of
Intestate Estates and a public trustee are
not comparable.

Hom. N. KEENAN: Under a public,
trustee the charges might be higher.

The Minister for Justice: They might be
lower.

Hon. N. KEENAN: We cannot as reason-
able men look forward to anythingw in
the nature of a big reduction in the cost
of the administration of deceased estates by
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rittion of passing this Bill, if we take
any account of what we know has happened
in the past. indeed, I have no hesitation in
saying what I think was said by the Leader
of the Opposition tonight in addressing him-
self to the Annual Estimates that, all things
else being equal, and not loaded as in the
caise of the trains and trolley buses against
p rivate buses which have to bear a very
heavy burden of taxation and still compete,
there is no comparison and never will be a
comparison in efficiency or in lowness of cost
between -what is carried on by private enter-
prisie and what is carried on by the Govern-
ment-not this Government, but any Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Justice: That is not
borne out by experience in the Eastern
States.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I hope to have an
opportunity of analysing the figures and]
discovering how they have been arrived at.
Although there is nothing to recommend
the measure from that point of view, never.
theless I am in favour of it. The reason
for my favouring it is that I do not think
we can have too mutch competition in the
rendering of services to the public. Corn.-
petition is the soul of efficiency and it is
also the secret of keeping costs down to the
lowest possible level. I have humbly to
confess that I am not at all a converted
d1is ciple to the gospel of organised market-
ing, in any of its forms. T am unfortunately.
;and I suppose I shalt remain for the rest
of my life in that unfortunate position-

Hon. W. D. Johnson: A jolly old Con-
-servative.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If I was a Conserva-
tive, I would at least have the pleasure of
the association of the memiber for Guild-
ford-M1idland (Hon. W. D. Johnson).

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If you and I could
get together there would be a new order.

Mr. Thorn: A pretty rotten order!
Hon. N. KEENAN: I am not addressing

the member for Guildford-Midland. I
favour the Bill, notwithstanding that I do
not think the high hopes held out for it have
-any real justification. I favour the appoint-
ment of a public trustee because, as I have
already said, there cannot be too much com-
petition in services which the public require
and which certain corporations or Govern-
inents or individuals supply. It may he, of
cour-se, that there will be an over supply.
hut that will adjust itself. In the process

of time the supply will become reduced
automatically to the proportion required,
We see that most clearly perhaps in Aus-
tralia in the case of natural foods. When
by reason of one season being exception-
ally favourable and Nature proving excep-
tionally bounteous there is far and away
a greater supply than the market can con-
siune, prices slump. No organisation can
interfere with Nature. No one has dis-
covered such an organisation yet.

Hon. W. D. Johnson, But cold storage
helped.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I know that is the
opinion of the hon. member interjecting, hut
I doubt very much if it does. I aim quite
certain that in the long run the supply must
come down to the level of thc demand. And
so it would be in the case of services rend-
ered by public executors and trustees. But
let it come down then, supplying cornpeti-
tion until the level has been reached; and
for that reason I Support the Bill, and vin
quite prepared to vote for the scond read.
inig.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That would apply
to all State enterprises.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes, if State entet-
pr~ises could be conducted at anything like
reasonable cost with anything like reason-
able efficiency! There arc, however, certain
con siderat ions in regard to particular pro-
Posa Is, of the measure to which I intend to
call the attention oif the House and the
Minister, and to which I would ask the hon.
gecntlenianm to give further consideration. As
regards this competition with public com-
panics which arc carrying on eactly the
sante business, if it is to he at all fair both
the public companies and the Public Trustee
should be armed with exactly the same
powers and authorities. That is not so
under the Bill. The Public Trustee, under
the terms of the measure, will have an
enormous advantage in some respects, par-
ticularly in connection with small estates of
under £500 in respect of which the person
who owns the estate dies intestate and where
the Public Trustee will be absolutely with-
out any need for application to the court
hut will ipso facto he appointed admninistra-
tor.

I am pointing out the advantageh the
public trustee would have. There is a fur-
ther feature of the Bill, to which, when wve
r-each it, I shall have special attention given
-the feature of a common pool. The idea
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of the Bill is that the public trustee will
collect in money the assets of different
estates and put them all into a common pool,
and then all the estates will share like and
like out of that common pool; whereas, of
course, in the case of public companies
carrying on the business of executors and
trustees ever), estate is on its own basis. If
the Minister died tomorrow and left one of
those public companies appointed in his will
as executor', then what his beneficiaries would
pot would1 be the full value of his assets.

For instance, he might have some asset of
extraordinarily high earning capacity, and
his beneficiaries would get that. There would
he no common pool, no sharing, no carrying
sonic oilier estates that had very poor earn-
ing capacities. However, that is a mattter
for the Committee stage. There are various
other smaller mnatters in Committee to which
1' shall ask the Minister to give considera-
(ion; but on the whole I welcome the Bill
for the reason 1 have given. I am prepared
at any time, in respect of any service that is
offered to the public, to invite the highest
degree possible of competition, to let it work
itself out, and let the most efficient and most
capable, and of course most reasonable in
respect of charges, survive.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [8.15]: 1 intend to
suplport the Bill introduced by the Minister
for rJustieC. To my mind the measure is
rather belated. Western Australia happens
1o be the only State of the Commonwealth
- -in this term I will for the moment include
the Dominion of 'New Zealand-bn which
there is not alppointed a public trustee. It
has been mentioned by the member for Ned-
binds (lion. N. Keenan) that there is
competition in 'Western Australia now
between the two trustee companies operating
here. I am always suspicious of corapeti-
tion between two businesses. I do niot say
there is any agreement between themi, hut I
do know that their charges for services are
precisely the same. And that is also the
type of competition existing between insur-
alice compainies in Western Australia. They
numuber inure than two' but theirs is the type
of competition that I hope this Hill will
accenttuate, and will convert into a real comn-
pietition. I am no great believer in public
enterprises of many sorts, but I hold that
there are in our economy certain functions,
wvhich only a Governmnent can carry out suc-
ces~fullly and satisfactorily; and this is one
of them.

I have had occasion to examine the legis-
lation of the Eastern States in this respect.
Victoria has certainly taken the lead in the
matter. In 1938 the Victorian Government
passed its Act entitled the Trustee Com-
panies Act. The Victorian measure I con.
sider the finest in Australia today. There
were operating in the State of Victoria no
less than 11 trustee companies. By the
Victorian Act-and I am sorry that the
Mlinister for Justice did not include a pro-
vision of that type in his Bill-every private
trulstee company Act was repealed, and all
the companies were placed in Schedule 2 of
the Victorian Public Trustee Act, Section 17
of which prescribes maximum fees. Conse-
quently all the trustee companies operating
in Victoria, to the number of 11, have been
placed under control as regards fees by a
maximum provision. I know the fees
charged in Western Australia, having uin-
fortunately had an experience of a private
character that I do not wish to obtrude upon
members. I have here a booklet issued by
the Victorian Government entitled "The
Public Trustee." The Victorian fees Are
certainly highly reasonable in regard to the
trusts undertaken. On any sum up to
£5,000, the fee is 2 z per cent.: on all ini
excess of £5,000 up to £10,000, 2 per cent.;
on all in excess of £10,009, I per cent.

Mr. Hughes : There is nothing very cheap
About that; 21/2 per cent. on up to £5,000)
is not cheap.

Air. BOYLE: I suppose personal experi-
ence is worth a good deal, like other types of
experience; and my own experience is that
in Western Australia that sort of treatment
is not obtainable. I do not think that the
trustee companies operating in Western
Auistralia object to the Bill. In a private
conversation I had with a director of one of
those companies he expressed an opinion
very much on the lines, of that in-
dicated by the member for Nedlands
(Hon. N. Keenan). Apparently that
director's company does not object to the Bill.
if those companies do not object to the Bill
I suppose we should not have occasion to
do so. T welcome it for other reasons, be-
cause this calm acceptance of a soon-to-be-
accomplished fact is more philosophic than
real. It is a new thing in business to wel-
e~ome competition.

Mr. Raphael: It is all right As long as it
is election time.
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Mr. BOYLE: Competition between such
Companies usually ends in a merger. The
booklet to which I have referred contains
all the information that could be desired in
regard to the administration of estates. In-
cidentally, the Public Trustee of New Zea-
land is administering estates valued at sixty
million pounds.

The Minister for Justice: Nearly 641L/
million pounds!

Mr. BOYLE: The Public Trustee of South
Australia is working on a commission as
low as 1%/ per cent. A weakness in the Bill
is the fact that it does not prescribe the feei
to be charged. In Victoria, as I have pointed
out, the maximum fees chargeable by comn-
panies are prescribed by the Act, the com-
panies being brought under the Act in a
schedule to it. The Minister would have
been well advised to adopt the Victorian Act
in toto. It is a tried piece of legislation
and has been in force, with success, for
three years. The business of our local trus-
tee companies is by no means small, The
W.A. Trustee Company is today handling
estates to the value of 81/2 million pounds.
I do not know the value of the estates con-
trolled by thuc Perpetual Trus;tees Company,
but it must run into several millions.

A feature of this matter that appeals to
me is that the business is carried on in per-
petuity. That is a reason why deceased per-
sons' estates should be under the care of the
Glovernmnent of a country. I am not in any
nay impugning our local trustee companies.
These are fortunate in their chairmen of
directors, who are two of the most able andi
upright men in Western Australia. We have
no guarantee, however, that with the passage
of time an entirely different directorate
might not take charge of those companies.
They may have a different type of chairman.
C'ompaiesc. are not infallible, nor is the Gov-
ernment, but at least the Government is re-
sp~onsihle to the people and a public trustee
in turn is responsible to the Government
that appoints him. That the Government
should have the care of deceased person'
estates is in the interests of living- persons
who benefit from the estates. Recently I
have had experience of grave departures
from the lines upon which I consider the af-
fairs of an estate should be conducted. On
thant account I have devoted a consideralel
amount of attention to legislation of this
character, and I was amazed -when I learned
bowv far Western Australia was behind the

Eastern States, from Queensland to South
Australia. and also New Zealand. in this
matter.

The measure is a belated one. Asa the
member for Nedlauds (Hon. N. Keenan) han
pointed out, there are deficiencies in it; for
example, no provision is made for the fee ,
to be charged. Not only does the Yictoriani
Government set out the fees, but it issues a
booklet in which they are plainly set fortlh.
The Bill varies somewhat from the legisla-
tion of the other States, particularly New
South Wales. In my opinion, the Minister
was unfortunate in that hie did not adopt the
legislation passed by one of the best Gov-
ernments in Australia, namely, the Country
Party Government of Victoria. I am sure
lie would have received much instruction
from that Government. The Country Party
Government of Victoria. is not afraid t o
tackle vested interests. It is tackling prob-
lems from which we seem to shrink, and it
is salving them. It hadl the courage to ini-
elude in its Act creating a public trustee
every trustee company in Victoria, and there
are eleven of them. It had the courage to
repeal legislation that vested in private coin-
Panics in Victoria control of their particu-
lar concerns by means of separate Acts,
which is what we have done in this State.
Those companies were all brought within the
scope of the Act and are now under the con-
trot of the Government so far as their fees
are concerned. I commend ths suggestion
to the Minister and support the second read-
ing.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) f8.27]: 1
have some doubt as to whether today is the
Lime to establish a new Government depart-
ment. My general views are well known to
members. They arc that the sphere of Gov-
erinment is to regulate, and that it should be
left to private enterprise to conduct busi-
ness.

Mr. Tonkin: What about the railwfays?
Mr. ABBOTT: I question whether thley

would not be better under a trust. As to
one point, my friend the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) is probably under a mis.
apprehension. He seems to imagine that
the fees chargeable by private companies
are not now under control. His impression
is wrong. The private Acts of our two
local trustee companies merely prescribe the
maximum fee they may charge. The charges
can alwavs be reviewved by a judge of our
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Supreme Court. I suggest there is no more
proper person in the State to review such
charges than the judges of our Supreme
Court.

Mr. Needham: That is what they are there
for.

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes. A beneficiary who
feels that the statutory maximum charge is
too high can apply very cheaply to the
court to have it reviewed; and the court
will, if it thinks fit, reduce the amount.
Probably the functions of a public trustee
are different from those of an ordinary,
business enterprise. That being so, I have
not the objection to this Bill that I other-
wise would have if it were sought to estab-
lish a Government department of a trading
character. It is doubtful whether the depart-
ineit will not he a charge on the Treasury for
some years, for although from the accounts
submnitted to this House it may not appear
so, there may be indirect charges such as
those that would be made for rent.

Apart from the general principle, there
arc one or two faults I have to find with
the Bill. The public trustee is given the
ri--zht to take out administrtion or apply
for probate in the event of no application
being made by a party within three months.
J think that period is a little too short,
because persons interested may be oversea,
I do not think there should be a right to
interfere within such a short period, and
I suggest that six months should ho stipu.
lated. If no one takes action within six
months the public trustee should have the
right to apply for administration or pro-
bate, as the ease may be.

Another point is that the public trustee
may fix the charges of the experts he em-
ploys. I suggest that that is not correct,
hecause there are other Acts fixing the
charges that are to he paid to experts usually
employed by trustees, such as land agents.
who already have their own scale of charges.
I suggest it would be more suitable for a
public trustee to have to pay the ordinary
charges that would be paid by a private
trtnsle to experts in similar circumstances.

Xkzain, there is provision as to what legal
iprofessional assistance should be obtained.
Ta this connection I suggest that the pro-
visions in the Victorian Act are more suit-
able than those the Minister has, had drafted.
T suggest that it should be provided that
the solicitor who is nominated in the will
should be employed. If no solicitor is nom-

inated, then the Solicitor employed should be
the one who drew up the will. The portion
of the Bill dealing with this matter could
perhaps be deleted and another clause in-
serted in lieu, and I refer the Minister to the
provisions of the VTictorian Act.

Under the Bill the public trustee is given
certain considerable advantages not enjoyed
by private trustees at present. For in-
stance, he may carry on the business of the
deceased, even though no pro vi~ion is made
iii the will for him to do so. A private
trustee cannot do this without the estate
being putt to the expense of an application
to the court. I ask the Minister whether
lie wvill consider amending the private Acts
to give similar powers to private trustees.

Hon. C. a. Latham.: The Minister eannol
:imend themn; they are private Acts.

Mr. A13BOTT: I stand corrected. I ask
the Minister, then, whether a move for such
:in amevudmieut would have his support.
P-ower has been given in the Bill to the
public trustee to pay Out sums tip to £100
to anyv benieficiary without the sanction of
the couirt. That is a good provision and the
power should he given also to private
trustees. I wonder if the Minister would give
his support to an amendment of the private
Acts along those lines?

Apart from the fact that I am doubtfull
whether this is the time for the establish.
nmeat of another Government departamnt, I
consider that the measure will probably
furnish a convenience to manny people in
cireunustanecs where possibly private trustees
wouild not he prepa red to act. There art'
some estates that have large assets but such
heavy liabilities that no private trustee
would he wvilling to undertake the respon-
sibil ity. If the public trustee were prepared
to acept that responsibility, a service would]
be done to the community which is not at
present available to it.

MR. McDOXALD (West Perth) [8.36):
Before the Minister replies, and without
specifically covering the provisions of this
Bill which have already been dealt with by'
previous speakers, f uirge the Minister to
give considerationA to a new Trustees Act.
The foundation of the powers and duties of
trustees-whether they arc public trustees;,
public companies or private inidividuals- is
the trustee law of a comntry. Our Trustees
Aet of 1960n is; based on the English Act or

1 a93 nd iq nearingr its fiftieth birthday.
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Long ago England overhauled its Trustees
Act and brought it up to date to meet mod-
ern conditions, and numbers of the Eastern,
States of Australia have also reviewed and
re-enacted their trustee law to bring it up
to date. The Minister would be rendering at
great service to the community if ho would
undertake to present a new Trustee Act to
this House, not so much with the object of
assisting or easing the duties of trustees-
although that is important-but for the pur-
pose of simplifying procedure and savin~g a
great dleal of expense occasioned to estates
and beneficiaries.

There are many instances in wvhich a
trustee has no discretionary powers and is
compelled to go to the court for direction.
That is inevitably an expensive process, and
if we adopted the up-to-date provisions con-
lamned in Eastern. States Acts we would
clothe our trustees with much wider powers
and discretions than they now possess, rely%-
ing on their experience-I think with justi-
fication-to ensure their using their powers
properly. In any event they would always
he under the control of the court, if the
Minister would give consideration to a new
Trustee Act meeting the development of
modern conditions, he would render a ser-
vice to the people and to the estates of those
whose affairs have to be administered liv
trustees.

MR. WATTS (Kittanning) [8.40]: I was
rather surprised when the Minister intro-
dueed this; Bill that he did not supply us
With move information as to the results of
the operations of the Curator of Intestate
Estates; as to wvhat success, for example,
had been met with regarding trust estates
within the limited jurisdiction of that officer,
and information of that kind which, I have
no doubt, is readily available to him, and
whichi he would have been justified in gi.% i i,,
to this House in order that members might
knowv as much about an important matter of
tbis kind as the Minister and those under
his control. However, he did not see fit to
(14) it, not to any extent anyway, and there is
nothing as far as I am concerned to show,
mue that there is any substantial need for .1
public trustee as contemplated by this Bill.

We have only been told broad ly speaking
that there have been, and are, public trustees
in various other places, including the other
Australian States and New Zealand, anti
that ibe operations of those officials there

have been alleged to have been useful and
satisfactory. For the sake of uniformity,
presumably, we are to follow in their foot-
steps and have the same type of official here.
I suppose there is some substance in those
reasons for an official trustee, and I am pre-
pared to concede that the Act which gov-
erned the affairs of the Curator of Intestatu:
Estates was one limited in its capacity and
justified some amendment or extension of
the authority conferred on the curator.

This Bill abolishes the Curator of Intes-
tate Estates, as we know him, and substi-
tutes in his place the public trustee. This
trustee is to be clothed with all the powers
which would be given to a trustee appointed
by a testator in a case where the testator's
will had been carefully drawvn to allow that
trustee or executor to have fairly extensive
powvers in the management of the estate.
These powers are all to hie conferred on the
official officer when handling an estate,
simply because lie is an official appointed by
the Crown, and therefore, presumably, unable
to make any of the errors which the Trustee
Act assumes could be made by trustees and
executors appointed by testators. In a numn-
ber of eases they have not that authority
unless conferred on them by the person mak-
ing the will.

Without going into details, I refer to one
or two items mentioned by previous speakers.
I see no justification for the public trustee
having any wider authority than any othet
trustee. I am, therefore, in agreement with
the member for West Perth (Mr. McDonald
that there should have been, in precedence to
this Bill, an amendment to the Trustee Act
for reconstruction of that Act so that the
whole of the duties and obligations of trus-
tees could be made to include the public
trustee and be the subject of consideration by
the legislature before we induldge in new
practices as proposed in this measure. W
are not, of course, in that happy position.
We have no Hill to amend, or consolidate, or
rvconstruet the Trustees Act. We have this
Hill before us.

It is doubtful, and I will ask the Minister
to clear these points up, whether under this
Hill the public trustee, acting in the capacity
of administrator in an intestate estate, is
going to 'be subject to the same type of con-
trol as is found in Section 18, I think it is,
of the consolidated Administration Act. An
ordinary administrator cannot sell or mort-
gage the property he holds from the testator
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without either an order of the court or the
'onisenlt of all persons beneficially entitled

to the estate. As I read this Bill the public
tru-Aee will be able, without any such order,
of his own volition, to deal, by wvay of mort-
gaging or selling, with such property with-
out the consent of the beneficiaries or an
order of the Court. That is entirely un-
justified. If it is good for a public trustee
,o have such authority then it is equally
good for the private administrator. I argu..
that it is good for neither. Section 18 of
the Administration Act, which I previously
mentioned, should be retained, and should
apply fully and effectually against the pub-
lie. trustee.

The public trustee will be an official sit-
ting in Perth with a knowledge of country
miatters which will probably be very slight.
He will, no doubt, be dealing in many eases
with the affairs of farmers and others con-
cerning whose operations he knows little or
nothing, and about which he has little mens
of acquiring information. It seems to mne
for that, and other reasons, that he should
not be in any better position than a private
administrator in a similar case. I ask the
Minister, when he is dealing with this mat-
ter in his reply, or when he comes to that
clause in Committee, to explain to us what
juistitication he finds, for I find very little,
if any, for enabling the public trustee to
have better opportunities for dealing with
tru-st estatesi, not only than private adminis-
trators and private executors, hut also
those companies for whom I hold no
brief, and wvitb whorn at times I have been
very dissatisfied. They have been appointed
by acts of Parliament; their fees have been
regulated, and they have been carrying on
for a number of years. There is another
part of the Bill to which I wish to make
Some reference, and that is in regard to
the public trustee being able to obtain the
right of administrator or executor in an
estate of under £600 by simply lodging
notice of his election so to do.

The Minister for Justice: That is given to
the Curator of Intestate Estates.

Mr. WATTS: Perhaps the Minister will
allow me to proceed as I wish to do. In the
olden days, before the Federal bankruptcy
law camne into operation, local eourts were
able to deal with bankrupt estates when the
liability did not exceed £C200. I do not know
bow many applications were made under
the Local Courts Act in that regard, but

I do know that in recent years there have
been a large number of people, the assets
of whose departed dear ones have been less
than £500, who have had to come to Perth,
make personal application, hang around for
a period of days in order to have the applica-
tion put through, and finally go home with
letters of administration. If it is reason-
able and proper f or the public trustee to
he able to elect in those circumstances, surely
it is equally reasonable in all small estates of
this kind. I can assure the Minister it
would he a considerable convenience to the
public if local courts were given somne juris-
diction in regard to the granting of probate
or letters of administration in very small
estates. If that were done, it would be better
to empower the public trustee to make ap-
plication to such a court in the normal and
ordinary way rather than have the somewhat
cumbersome provision of this Bill.

The Bill first authorises the public trustee
to make his election and if, after he has
made the election, he discovers that the
estate is worth more than £500, he has to
inform the court and proceed to apply for
administration in the ordinary way. If sub-
sequently he discovers that the person died
not intestate, but testate, he has to start all
over again. It seems to me that the proper
way to deal with these small estates, both
for the public trustee and others concerned,
would ha the way that would not deprive
the Supreme Court of the slightest bit of
its jurisdiction, but would give jurisdiction
to responsible magistrates of the local court
to deal with them inexpensively aind for the
public benefit. The method outlined in th?,
Bill may possibly have been adopted from
some other State or from some othvr Act
in this State, but it is deflinitely cal Ohie of
improvement. I comnmend my suggestion to
the 'Minister because I tell him frankly he
would be giving quite a service to poor
people in country districts. We cannot con-
fine the service we are anxious to render to
people who reside within easy distance of
the metropolitan area. Western Australia
i., a large State, and as long as we have
responsible officers to deal with these prob-
lems,% I cannot see any' reason why they
should not be given authority in a limited
wayv to deal with them.

The last point I wish to mention i2 tP1:*
common fund to which the member for Ned-
lands made reference. I say quite definitely
that I agree with him. T cannot for the life
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of me understand why the whole of the in-
vestments from a number of estates should
be pooled in a common fund and, so far as
their income-earning capacity is concerned,
lose their identity.

The Minister for Justice: They need not
be pooled if the testator desired otherwise.

Mr. WATTS: That in itself is cumber-
some. I have heard no reason advanced and
I wonder what reason can be advanced to
show the necessity for establishing this corn-
mon fund, and then require any particular
testator to dig himself out.

The Minister for Justice: The provision
is similar to one operatingf in New Zealand
and New South Wales.

Mr. WATTS. That might be so, and as
I said at the beginning of my remarks, it
might be desirable to have uniformity pro-
vided it is suitable, but I think this is most
unsuitable. We know perfectly well that
there are investments of various kinds, some
of which return a fair income, some of which
return practically nothing and some of which
return far too much, but we do not want to
brving all down to the same level by the corn-
mon fund. If we are going to retain this
provision in the Bill, the public trustee is
likely to get the unpr-ofitable estates, because
the people whose propcrty is likely to earn
any large income will not have it in this
common fund. Even though the people may
have the right to pull out, they would rather
not be in a scheme which is likely by error,
inadvertence or accident, to deprive their
beneficiaries from obtaining the income they
exected from years of hard work. The
whole thing needs to be reconsidered.

A good deal of the Bill should be recon-
sidlered in the light of the conditions pre-
vailing in this State. For instance, people
in Victoria do not have to travel many miles
to reach their capital city. Many of the
most important people in this State do have
to travel long distances. That is one way
in which we cannot get uniformity with a
State like Victoria or even a Dominion like
New 'Zealand, which is not a very large
country. While uniformnity is desirable so
long as it is not unsuitable to our own, condi-
tions, I contend that we ought to be able to
legislate for the convenience of our own State
and in the light of our own circumstances.
I shall support the second reading because
T realise there is justification for the Bill. I
appreciate that the Curator of Intestate
Estates Act has perhaps not been as corn-

prehensive as it could usefully have been.
However, when we reach the Committee
stage, as I have already indicated, there will
hie sonie controversy on details of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-BKanowna-in reply) [8.58] : 1
thank members for the reception accorded
the Bill. I assure them that when the rnea-
surle was being drafted all such Acts of
countries of the British Commonwealth of
Nations were consulted, and the draftsman
considered what would he the most suitable
provisions for Western Australia. I fully
alppreciate that there may be differences of
opinion. Speaking as a layman, I think the
prop~osed common fund a very good idea,
because it will really give everyone an op-
portunity of having his estate invested in
security. There will be a guarantee not only
by the Government, but by the Parliament
of this State, and the business will be scru-
tinised by the Auditor-General.

There is little that calls for reply on the
second reading because most of the points
advanced can be dealt with in Committee.
The Bill is essentially one for consideration
in Committee. I ask members to have their
proposed amendments placed on the notice
paper so that due consideration may be given
thorn. I feel that in some respects we can
compromise, though as to others we may not
agree. However, upon the whole we should
arrive at a reasonable measure, one that will
assist the people of this State in general and
be of special advantage to beneficiaries.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

EUL-TRAFFIO ACT AflNDMENr.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 16th September. Mr.
Marshall in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in eharge of the Bill.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 9: Peri-
ods for which licenses may be issued:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reportedi
on the clause, which was partly considered.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment-

That in line 2 of Subparagraph (it) of para-
graph (a) of Subsection 4 of proposed new
Section 9, after the word ''year'' the word
''or'' lie inserted.

This is merely a consequential amendment.
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Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move

an amendment-
That in paragraph (a) of Subsection 4 of

jproposed new Section 0 immediately below
Subparagraph (Hi), a new suhparagraph be in-
serted as follows:-" I(iii) for the fourth
quarter of the preceding year.''
This also is a consequential amendment. The
words were omitted from the original draft.

Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I move

an amendment-
That in line 7 of Subparagraph (ii) of para-

graph (a) of Subsection 4 of proposed newr
Section 9, after the words ''hanlf year'' the
words "or fourth quarter'' be inserted.
This amendment completes the paraigraphi.

Amiendmnent put and passed.
Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment-
That at the end of paragraph (f) of Sub.

section 4 of proposed new Section 9, the fol.
lowing words be added:-" But in no ease
shall the minimum penalty ibe increased beyond
the amount applicable to the ease under Sub-
section 2 of Section 5 of the principal Act."
The penalty in question relates to the omis-
sion of ait owner to return his number plates
on the due date. M.%y complaint against the
paragraph is that it is ultogethvr too irdlei-
nite. I want to know what the words "any
other penalty"? refer to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The rea-
son for the paragrapsh is that fees not paid
must be paid, plus any' additional penalty'
the court may impose; otherwise the man.
who did not register would be under no
greater exp~ense than the man who diii
register. There must be some means of com-
pelling people to return the number plates.
With respect to penalties, the measure pro-
vides that where the annual license fee is less
than £1 the penalty shall not be less than the
annual license fee, andl that where the an-
nual license fee is greater than £1 the
penalty shall he £1 or not less than one-half
of the annual license fee, whichever is the
greater. I see no great objection to the
amendment of the member for Williams-
Narrogin.

Amendment pat and passed.
Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment-
That in line 11 of paragraph (b) of Sub-

sectiou 6 of proposed new Section 1) the
words "one-half"' he struck out and the words
"one-fourth'' inserted in lieu.

Apparently, the words inl lines 11 and 12
have been accidentally transposied. It can

beto Nken l'or gisnil I n it i a lieesisI
granted ini the second quarter, the rebate
will he the amount pertaining to the expired]
qiuarter.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I offer
no objection to the amendmnent.

Almendmnent put and passed.

Mir. DONEY: I utovo an amendment-
That ill line 12 of pa ragraph (b) of Sub-

sctionI G of proposed new Section 9 of the,
words ' one-fourth ' be struck out and the
wrids "oine-hialf' inserted in lieu.

This aicitdinetit is consequential upon the
previous amenidmeint.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment-
That the following new suibsection, to stiout

as Subsection 7, be added:-'' When a lirense is
granted for a trailer pursuant to paragraph
(f) of Subsection 2 of this section, the tee
foi such licensKe slball be that pEol)ortiOri of the
prescribed annDual license fee for a trailer that
thle period for Which tire license is applied for
bears to ai full year."~

It would therefore follow that the fee for
one month would he one-twelfth of the
oiaiilI fee; for two wonths, one-sixth, and
for a quarter, one-fourth. This amendment
is eons2eqtientilt Upon a previous amendment
dealing with trailers.

The 'MINI STER FOR WORKS: The
amendment is necessary since the Committee
has agreed to the pri'N~iotis amendment deal-
ig, with trailers.

Aniendment put arid passed; the clause, as
amiended, agreed to.

Clause 4-Amiendment of Section 10.
Mr, DONIJY: I propose to move an unread-

irienit which a ins at p)utting for-ward
the date upon which the reduced fee would
operate from July to the 1st January, 1942.
ilad it hevii possible to broadcast such
amendment to local 'anthorities they would
probably have found it a suitable way out
of the difficulty facing them. Local govern-
inig bodies throughout the State are now
beconiing aware what these reductions mean
and consequently are hardening against the
retrospective clause, which would mean an
end to any reasonable road maintenance
prog-ranume. The position is a precarious
one and even worse than was expected by
those authorities. Assuming that all license
fee rebates of 25 per cent. are credited to
the next annual license fee due, that is, by
the 1st July, 1942, the reduced revenue to
he received onl that date would be further
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reduced by 25 per cent. and the rebate
wo~uld be due in cah; therefore, the collec-
tions of local governing bodies from this
source as on the 1st July, 1942, would be
only 45 per cent, of their normal revenue.
In those circumstances it is very plain that
essentially there mrust be this advancing of
the due date. I move an amendment-

That in line 4 of paragraph (Hi) of proposed
new Subsection in the word " £any' ble struck
out and the word '"the'' inserted in lieu, and
that after the word ''periao' the words ''of
any license'' be inserted.

131r.; l'itbcrs took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I take
it the idea is that the Bill should take effect
from the 1st January?

Mr. floney: That is correct.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then if

the lion. member will move to strike out the
word 'July" with the object of inserting
oinay and afterwards to strike out the
word "one" with the object of inserting
o'two," I propose to report progress so that
we can see how the amendment will affect
the Bill. I have no objection to making it
operative from the 1st January, 1942, in-
stead of July last.

Mr. DONEY: I am very pleased to know
that the Mifnister wvill accommodate himself
to my wishes in this connection. How does
he feel with respect to the change that
would be effected by the other two altera-
tions I referred to? Does, he agree as to
their need? As I see it now, after alterin~i
the date to 1942, under the Bill a man who
took out a full year's license in 1941 would
not be entitled to his 25 per cent, in re-
spect of that portion of his license operating
in the second half year from the 1st Jahnuary.
1942, onwards.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We canl
adjust all that once we have determined
when the measure shall become operative.

.1fr. DONEY: I am prepared to with-
draw my amendment and recommit the Bill
later, if niecessalry.

Amendment, by' leave, withdrawvn.

Mr. DONEY: T move an amendment-
That in line 6 of paragraph (ii) Of proposed

new Subqection (ia) the word ''July'' be
struck out and tlte word ''Jnuarv ' inserted
inl lieu.

Amendment putl and passed.
Mfr. DONEY: I move an amendment-
That in line 7 of paragraph (it) of pro-
psdnew Subsection (1a) the word "one'

be. ,track out with a view to inserting the
word "to.

Amendment (to strike out word) put and
p~assed.

Mr. DONEY: I move anl amendment-
That the word '"two'' be inserted in lieu of

tile wvord struck out.
Mr. IV. G. L. SMITH : When these amend-

ments were first mooted, and the mnemlber for
Williaris-Narrogin proposed to strike out
the word "any," the Minister asked him not
to proceeda with the amendment but to alter
the word "July" to "January" and he would
then ask the Committee to report progress.
That has not been done and I consider the
Committee has been misled.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let us
be quito clear. The amendment is to insert
fihe word "two." The measure would then
be operative from the first day of January,
1942. At that stage I would report pro.
gress.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I appreciate that
if we alter the Bill so that the refunds
operate after January, 1942, there will be
refunds for only half a year. But when
the Minister said he was going to report
prgrs I thought he wvas going to do so
in order to ascertain what would be the
efflct of the cliange of date.

Aff, WTatts: So hie is!
Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: If we pass this

amendment we changeP the date. What pos-
sible alteration cat) subsequently be made?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Instead
of the retrospective part of the Bill being
operative fromn the 1st July this year, it is
pioposed to make it operative fromt the 1st
I llnar next year.\ %c pt the (late for-
war~d six months. There would be no refund
for ainy license taken out to the end of this
year. The licensing period is front the 1st
July to the 30th .littl next year. Instead of
penialising the local] authorities to the
extent of having to pay back the
whole of the license fees levied for the full,
financial year, the proposal now is to make
it operative from the 1st January next year.
Those paying for the full financial year will
be entitled to such refund as would operate
from the 1st January to the end of June.
Take the case of an £8 license. The man
who has paid £4 uip to the end of this year
is all right; he can apply after the reduced
license takes place next year to pay only £3
to the end of June. The man who hats paid
9S for the full year to the end of June next
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would either have to get a refund of £1, ot
a credit for that amount. If this is agreed
to, the local authorities would not be penal-
ised to the extent of paying back for the
whole of the year but only for the half-year
from the 1st January to the end of June.

Mr. Doney: Where they have spent the
money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Perth City Council has written to that effect,
as have also country municipal councils. They
are all just waking uip. They desire that this
Bill shall operate as from the 1st January.

Mr. Don cy: T think it will suit every one
of them.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
is the property of the House and every
member should understand what is being
d]one. The local authorities have informed
uts that they will be in an impossible posi-
tion. The Kalgoorlie Road Board said it
vould have to refund £800, and has not got
it. It is working on overdraft and is in des-
perate straits because of that. It would be
able, and would have to manage the refund
for the balance of the year. A great many
licenses have been taken out for a lesser
period-a half year. If the Bill passes, a
quarterly licensing period will come in. At
present many licenses have been taken out
to the end of this present year and on them
there will be no refund,

Mr. floney: To the end of the ball year.
The MINISTER FORl WORKS: Those

who have taken licenses out for the full year
must not he penalised as against those who
take them out from January to June. This
means that road boards will be allowed to
have rebates to the extent of half a year.
The new Act would come into force on the
1st January. If the desire is that it should
have retrospective force regarding license.
from the let July, say so now.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is too
lite now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: "Two"
is not in yet.

Mr. Doney: At present it is retrospective
to January, 1941.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: "One"
has been struck out. The insertion of "two"
would make it operative from the 1st Janu-
airy, 1942. I propose to report progress to
ascertain what the Bill provides in respect
of licenses taken out.

Mr. F. C. L. SMNITH:- The Minister's ex-
p~lanlation is clear enough. Apparently we

have proceeded too far with amending the
clause for it to be altered.

The Minister for Works: It can be re-
committed.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I protest against
the time being advanced to January. Ap-
parently this is a Bill in the interests of the
road boards. The Minister is agreeable to
alter it because some road boards are in
financial difficulties. They can extend to
motorists rebates rather than give them cash
for the extra charges. The whole purpose
of the Bill was to relieve motorists, not road
boards. It was brought in to give justice
to motorists whose mileage will be reduced
because of petrol rationing, which started
fromt July of this year if not before that.

Mr Cross: It did.
Mr. F. C. L. ISMITH: Justice should he

done by motorists f rom the time when petrol
rationing started, and the rebate should be
extended to that time. I protest against the
alteration.

Mr. THORN: I agree with this amend-
mcnt. It would he most unfair to local gov-
erning bodies if the Chamber agreed to this
retrospective legislation. Local authorities
have budgeted for their works programmes
for the year, and their difficulties will be
great if they have to refund license fees for
this half year. The possibility exists for
them to postpone their obligations to the
next half year because the large majority of
motorists have only licensed for the current
half year. When the licenses for the next
half year come in, the road boards will have
so~me funds to meet their obligations. The
member for Brown. Hill-Ivanhoe men-
tioned that this measure is to bene-
fit the motorist because of his reduced
petrol ration. A lot of consideration has
been given to the motorist by the Liquid
Fuel Control Board It is only the private
motorist today who is severely penalised.

Mr. Cross: He should get more relief from
this measure.

Mr. THORN: This Bill is giving himt
equitable relief. Other sections of the
motoring community-those engaged in the
miining& industry and my own prodncing sec-
tion-have received 85 13cr cent. of thie 50
per cent, cut back and their running today
is not so severely restricted. I hope this
amendment will he agreed to. We must
,-how our local authorities some considera-
tion.
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M1r. Cross: Cannot they be given assistance
ini some other way?

Mr. Doney: What other way?
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order'.

11r. THORN; Local bodies operate in an
honorary capacity. They budget for certain
work and that has put them in difficulties.
W~e should gi-e them relief to whatever ex-
tent possible. I hope the Minister will be
allowed to report progress to consider the
effects on the remainder of the clauses.

Mr. TRIAT: I support the amendment
proposed by the member for Williams-
Narrogin. During my last trip to the gold-
hoelds members of various road boards in my
electorate were very perturbed about the
retrospective operations of the Bill. They
realised that some relief should be given to
mnen whose motor spirit supply had been ex-
tensively reduced, but they pointed out
that, owing to the enormous amount
of work (lone over a large area, most
oft their money was absorbed at the
moment the license fee was paid.
Many of the boards would not have the
money to make the payments, and next
year there will probably he very little
revenue from motor licenses. I cannot see
that any hardship would be inflicted if a
motorist paid the full license fee for the
current half-year and obtained a reduction
from the 1st January next. If that were
done the road boards, which bave probably
spent more than they have received in motor
fees, would be given a chance to balance
their budgets. Should this legislation be
made retrospective, hardship will be caused.
Mlany people in the back areas are doing
the same mileage and making as much
inoney as they did before, and a 25 per
cent, retrospective reduction would be a
windfall for them.

Mr. WATTS: The member for Brown
Hlill-Ivanhoe has apparently lost sight of
another point. He objects to the amend-
mneat which will defer the benefit to motor-
ists till after the Slat December next. We
do not know when the petrol rationing re-
striction is likely to be lifted in whole or
in part. If the Bill is passed, the benefit
to the motorist will continue until the men-
sur-c is amended or repealed, thus restor-
ing the former conditions. After the re-
striction has been lifted Parliament could
delay the return to the former charges, and
no injustice would be done.

[291

Mr. CROSS: I cannot support the amend-
ment, which savours of unfairness. The pri.
vate motorist has been cut down to four
or five gallons a month and is entitled to
some relief. Is it fair to give the same 25
per cent, reduction to proprietors of busi-
ness vehicles doing nearly their previous
mileage as to private motorists who can
travel only 15 or 20 miles a week?' Greater
relief should be given to those whose petrol
supply has been cut so rigorously. On the
second reading I indicated a source from
which relief could be ranted. Bitumen is
not available for road-making and the money
obtained front the petrol tax must he spent
on roads. The Premier proposes tQ try to
get the local authorities to hand over the
traffic fees, when he will make good the
money from the petroll tax. Why not make
from the same funds an allowance for r-oad
construction equal to the amount lost by re-
duction of fees? There could be a stipula-
tion that the money must be spent on road
construction.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member must discuss the amendment.

Mr. CROSS: I am giving a reason why
the amendment should not be agreed to.
Many private motorists consider that the
25 per cent. reduction would not be a fair
thing evexi if made retrospective. My sug-
gestion would do equal justice to the travel-
ling public and the moad boards and would
occasion no hardship to anyone. The need
for providing this relief would not recur.
Provision might be made that if the ration-
ing restriction was lifted after the close of
the session the former fees could be auto-
matically restored.

Amendment put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.48 p.


